
Nurmemet Yasin 努尔买买提*亚森
Uighur writer and poet Nurmemet Yasin is serving a 10-year prison sentence for writing a short story which the authorities consider a veiled indictment of their rule in the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region (XUAR). He is a prisoner of conscience. 

The story, "Wild Pigeon" (Yawa Kepter in the Uighur language), is the first-person narrative of a young pigeon, the son of a pigeon king, who is trapped and commits suicide in captivity. He kills himself rather than sacrifice his freedom. "Now, finally, I can die free," he says. "I feel as if my soul is on fire – soaring and free." On the basis of this story Nurmemet Yasin was charged with "inciting splittism." 

Nurmemet Yasin is believed to be serving his sentence in No. 1 Prison in the regional capital, Urumqi (Chinese: Wulumuqi). His family have only been allowed to visit him once. He is believed to be in poor health. 

Please write:


Call on the authorities to release Nurmemet Yasin immediately and unconditionally.

Urge them to order a full and impartial investigation into allegations that Nurmemet Yasin has been tortured, and bring those responsible to justice.

Urge them to respect and protect the right of Uighurs to enjoy their own culture, to practice their religion, and to use their own language.

Call on them to make a clear distinction between activities that involve peaceful exercise of human rights, including freedom of expression, association and assembly, and those that would be internationally recognized as criminal acts.
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	Fax: +86 991 2817567 / 2803621

Email: master@xinjiang.gov.cn
	Tel: +86 10 83084868 or 62072370
Fax: +86 10 65961109 (c/o Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 

	Salutation: Dear Chairman
	Salutation: Dear Chairman
	Salutation: Your Excellency


PLEASE SEND COPIES OF YOUR APPEAL TO
His Excellency Liu Xiaoming, Embassy of the People's Republic of China, 49-51 Portland Place, London W1B 1JL.
Website: www.chinese-embassy.org.uk
 (PR Division) press@chinese-embassy.org.uk
Solidarity action:

As it is possible to send a message of support to Nurmemet I think it would be nice if we could wish him Noruz greetings. Please write in English and/ or use the following text in Uyghur:

“Noruz Mubarak! Siz herzaman bizning yadimizda. Sizning erkinligingiz uchun tirishchanliq korsitiwatimiz.”

(Happy Noruz! We are thinking of you and working for your release.)

Address: 

Xinjiang No. 1 Prison
Sipinglu 
Wulumuqishi 830000
Xinjiang Weiwuer Zizhiqu 
People's Republic of China

Please do not send religious cards or messages that promote independence. Amnesty International may be mentioned in your messages and return addresses can be used. While it is often the case that such messages do not reach their intended recipient, experience has shown that such messages may help remind state authorities that a person has not been forgotten.

Background 

Nurmemet Yasin was detained in November 2004 after "Wild Pigeon" was published. The Maralbeshi County People's Court sentenced him following a closed trial in February 2005 and the Kashgar Intermediate People's Court upheld the sentence on appeal in March 2005. It is unclear whether he had legal representation at the trial. He is due to be released on 29 November 2014. 

He was born in Maralbeshi (in Chinese: Bachu) County in Kashgar (Chinese: Kashi) Prefecture. In addition to "Wild Pigeon", he is known for other short stories, essays and three volumes of poetry: First Love, Crying from the Heart and Come on Children. Some of his writings are included in Uighur-language middle-school literature textbooks. Some of his writings have also been translated into Chinese although it is not possible to buy these translations in China. 

UN Special Rapporteur on Torture Manfred Nowak met with Nurmemet Yasin in the prison in November 2005. Nurmemet Yasin told him that during interrogation in November 2004, the police had threatened and beaten him. At one point a policeman had hit him in the face, leaving him with a bloody nose. In prison, he had been beaten by fellow inmates because he did not speak Mandarin Chinese. 

In his report following his visit to China, Manfred Nowak concluded that "Since [Nurmemet Yasin] has been convicted of a political crime, possibly on the basis of information extracted by torture, the Special Rapporteur appeals to the Government that he be released."

"Wild Pigeon" was first published by the Kashgar Literature Journal. The magazine's editor, Korash Huseyin, was also detained in 2005, and sentenced to three years' imprisonment for "dereliction of duty." He is presumed to have been released at the end of his sentence in February 2008. 

China’s Criminal Law lists crimes of "endangering state security," including "subverting state power," "splitting the State" and "supplying (or providing) state secrets." Over recent years the authorities have increasingly used these vaguely-worded provisions in the Criminal Law to silence and imprison peaceful activists and to curtail freedom of expression. Those serving sentences for crimes of "endangering state security" are granted sentence-reduction and parole less often that other prisoners, and in the XUAR and the Tibet Autonomous Region almost never. In 1997, the Supreme People’s Court issued a notice according to which sentence reduction and parole for prisoners serving sentences for "endangering state security" should be "strictly handled." The notice does not define "strictly handled," leaving it open for interpretation by the courts. 

New regulations that explicitly forbid the use of the internet to "endanger state security" and to "instigate ethnic separatism" were issued on 27 September 2009 by the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Regional People's Congress Standing Committee.


