








Cross-community peace mural designed
by schoolchildren in Derry/Londonderry,
Northern Ireland Credit: Jimmy Harris

BRINGING HUMAN
RIGHTS HOME

Thousands of young people reached through our human rights
education programme  Fighting for accountability in Northern Ireland
Safeguarding human rights in the UK

Every year, Amnesty reaches tens of
thousands of secondary school students and
older primary pupils by providing free high-
quality human rights educational materials,
tailored to the curriculum.

The Everyone Everywhere pack provides
eight lesson plans which demonstrate that
human rights matter wherever you live.
Last year thousands of students throughout
the UK took part in such lessons.

We produced a number of new resources,
including an updated version of our popular
Power of Our Voices pack, focusing on
protest songs and human rights, and a new
toolkit on women’s rights in Afghanistan.

We upgraded our website to enable
teachers and school speakers to download
electronic versions of education resources —

fast becoming the preferred method of access.

Amnesty school speakers reached more
than 27,000 school students in 2014. These
visits receive positive feedback: ‘One pupil
said it was the best “learning for life”
lesson he had had!” Meanwhile, uptake
for Amnesty’s continuous professional
development training programme for
teachers was strong.

NORTHERN IRELAND
Nearly 17 years after the Good Friday
Agreement Northern Ireland’s peace is
still uneasy.

Difficult issues remain unresolved.
Although more than 3,500 people
died in the Troubles and some 40,000
were injured, in most cases no one was
prosecuted. Families of victims feel they
have been denied justice. There are
unanswered questions about the role of
the intelligence and security forces in the
killing of republicans, and about the fates
of ‘the disappeared’ — members of the

nationalist community, suspected of being
informers by the IRA, who were murdered
and buried in secret.

Opinion is divided about how to deal
with such sensitive issues. Some believe it is
better to let sleeping dogs lie, while others,
including Amnesty International, think that
genuine, lasting peace can only be secured if
a new, comprehensive process is established
to review the conflict as a whole, establish
the truth about outstanding human rights
violations and determine responsibility.

In September 2013 Amnesty launched a
report, Northern Ireland: Time to Deal With
The Past. It received widespread coverage
and was well-received by politicians, other
human rights groups and victims’ groups
in Northern Ireland. It was read by those
engaged in talks chaired by former US
diplomat Richard Haass, aimed at reaching
inter-party agreement on these issues.
Regrettably, the Haass talks concluded at the
end of 2013 without agreement, but it was
widely acknowledged that work by Amnesty
and other civil society groups had contributed
to the considerable progress made towards
finding an ultimate agreement.

SCOTLAND
The Scottish independence referendum of
September 2014 was a unique event in the
history of the United Kingdom.

While Amnesty International UK took
no position on the outcome of the vote, nor
on the constitutional framework of post-
referendum Scotland, it saw the process as
a vital opportunity to promote discussion
about how human rights could be respected,
promoted and safeguarded. To that end we
hosted five high-profile public debates leading
up the referendum.
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Amnesty Youth Awards finalists learn about
newspaper production at the Guardian
© Marie-Anne Ventoura

AMNESTY

YOUTH AWARDS

This year we combined our
Young Human Rights Reporter
and protest song contests into
a wider Amnesty Youth Awards
competition, and introduced

a number of new categories.

It was a huge success,
confirming the value of bringing
young people together and
inspiring them to engage with
challenging issues.

One hundred and seventy
schools and youth groups took
part in the Young Reporter element
of the competition. There were 626
individual entries.

The winners of the Young Reporter award
included Ciara Giriffin, from Merryhills Primary
School in Enfield, for her article ‘Where do |
belong?’ highlighting the challenges faced by
refugees fleeing the conflict in Syria. Other
subjects tackled included child soldiers in
Uganda, children in Palestine, human rights
in China, Guantanamo Bay and the abuse of
elderly people in UK care homes.




TALK TO ME -
NOT ABOUT ME

In September Amnesty supporters delivered
a powerful message to the Nato summit in
Cardiff — reminding world leaders they can’t
just talk about women, they need to talk to
women © Barry Batchelor/PA

WOMEN ON THE

FRONT LINE

Afghan women: EU promises real support
Burkino Faso attitudes changing on women’s rights
Education challenges FGM and forced marriage

AFGHANISTAN

Women’s rights have been badly eroded

in Afghanistan during more than three
decades of violence. In 2011 it was named
the most dangerous country in the world to
be a woman.

Huge numbers of women experience
domestic violence. Girls’ education has
improved since the end of Taliban rule in
2001, but schools continue to be attacked
and teachers threatened. Poor healthcare
and poverty impact disproportionately
on women.

Recent months have seen progress.
Amnesty’s Women’s Rights in Afghanistan
campaign has worked hard to encourage the
new Afghan government to embrace reform
and has succeeded in extracting firm promises
of support from the international community.

At the London Conference on Afghanistan
last December, 59 countries pledged aid and
support to Afghanistan. The Afghan Women’s
Network — a group Amnesty has worked with
for years — addressed the conference. Promises
were made to strengthen the implementation
of the Elimination of Violence Against
Women law, which had been in danger of
being watered down by the previous Afghan
government. Such specific promises would not
have happened without Amnesty supporters’
energetic campaigning. Thousands signed our
petition calling for a clear operational plan to
support Afghan women.

Also in December the EU promised real
protection and support to Afghan women.
Human rights defenders at risk can now turn
to diplomats from EU embassies for help.
They can now seek temporary protection or
apply for an emergency visa. Safe houses are
promised by the end of 2015. Such measures
offer hope for Afghan women and a vital
safety net at a dangerous time.

BURKINA FASO

Approximately 600 women in Burkina
Faso are living in internal exile — in ‘witch
camp’ shelters, often in squalid conditions,
following allegations of witchcraft.

Amnesty has worked with local partners
to help reintegrate excluded women, and has
significantly changed attitudes among their
communities.

This is part of a programme aimed at
improving women’s ability to exercise their
rights, including the right to life, equality
before the law, the right to inherit land, and
access to maternal healthcare and family
planning services.

This work is part of a larger, long-term
programme of work by Amnesty to support
women’s rights in Burkina Faso. It aims to
enable thousands of rural women to exercise
all their human rights, including the right to
take part in the conduct of public affairs, and
the right to equality within marriage.

SIERRA LEONE

Six years ago Amnesty embarked on a
community-led education programme in Sierra
Leone and Burkina Faso, countries where the
practices of female genital mutilation (FGM)
and forced marriage are rife.

Over the life of the project our intervention
will help prevent at least 10,000 cases of
FGM and 8,000 cases of forced marriage,
while reaching more than 150,000 people
through educational activities. Dozens of
communities have signed formal agreements
agreeing to end FGM following our
intervention.

Yet millions of girls remain at risk. Figures
from Unicef suggest that 88 per cent of
women in Sierra Leone and 76 per cent in
Burkina Faso have been subjected to FGM.

‘This is a critical moment. If the
UK and EU translate their words
into action it could save lives’
Samira Hamidi, Afghan Women’s Network

The practice is banned outright in Burkina
Faso and is illegal for girls under 18 in Sierra
Leone, but the law is widely ignored.

There is nothing inevitable about these
abuses, or the inequality that underlies them.
In dozens of villages we have worked to
empower rural women, supporting them in
tackling discriminatory beliefs and practices,
and engaging with community leaders,
leading to significant change in both attitudes
and behaviour.

WHOSE ‘HONOUR’?

Amnesty supports Women for Afghan
Women (WAW), which provides frontline
services to the women and girls of
Afghanistan. Their shelters offer refuge to
women and girls escaping forced marriages,
rape and violence.

After 10-year-old Brishna was raped by
Mullah Mohammad Amin in May 2014
she sought refuge in a WAW shelter run by
Dr Hassina Sarwari — who then received
death threats for protecting the child from
an ‘honour’ killing. She was deemed to have
brought ‘shame’ on her family, even though
she was the victim.

Then, in a move hailed by women’s
activists as a huge victory, the mullah was
convicted under Afghanistan’s Elimination of
Violence Against Women law.
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8 Along walk to justice: Bhopal on the 30th
anniversary of the world’s worst industrial
accident © Giles Clarke / Reportage by Getty

HOLDING BUSINESS

TO ACCOUNT

Innovation to protect human rights defenders in India
Legal actions for communities in Kenya and Niger Delta bear fruit
Campaign success in sight for modern slavery law

Amnesty International’s work on business
and human rights has expanded considerably
in recent years as part of our increasing focus
on the ‘Global South’, especially countries
where economic expansion is progressing at a
greater pace than concern for human rights.

NIGER DELTA

Years of campaigning by Amnesty supporters
bore fruit in January 2015 when Shell finally
agreed to pay £55m compensation to a
community devastated by oil spills in the
Niger Delta. It marked an important victory
for the victims of corporate negligence.

More than 15,000 people in the Bodo
area of Nigeria, mostly fishermen, had their
livelihoods destroyed six years ago by two
oil spills. Legal action in the UK, supported
by Amnesty, drove Shell to make the out-of-
court settlement, of which £35m is for 15,600
individuals and £20m for the community.

Shell repeatedly blamed illegal activity in
the Niger Delta for most oil pollution but
its claims were discredited in joint research
undertaken by Amnesty and Nigeria’s
Centre for Environment, Human Rights and
Development.

Christian Kpandei, a fish farmer whose
business was destroyed by the spill, said:

‘I am very happy that Shell has finally taken
responsibility for its action. I'd like to thank
the lawyers for compelling Shell to make this
unprecedented move.’

Thousands more remain at risk of future
oil spills because of Shell’s failure to fix its
dilapidated pipelines. Amnesty will continue to
call the company to account in 20135.

KENYA

Amnesty’s long campaign against the forced
eviction of slum dwellers in Kenya won a
significant victory in October 2014.

In the early morning of 10 May 2013,
residents of ‘City Carton’, an informal
settlement in Nairobi, were woken by gangs
of men who burst into their homes to forcibly
evict them. Nearly 400 homes were destroyed
with crowbars and sledgehammers, leaving
the people homeless and unable to salvage
their possessions. When residents protested
police fired live ammunition and teargas.

Amnesty and partner organisations in
Kenya worked with residents to bring a court
case against the company which carried out
the evictions, Moi Educational Centre, and
the Kenyan government.

In October 2014 Lady Justice Mumbi
Ngugi ruled that both should pay
compensation to the residents. “The eviction
and demolition of houses was [degrading to]
human dignity,” she said. ‘Moi Educational
Centre was the author of the unlawful acts
that led to violation of the petitioners’ rights
and the state, through the national police,
chose to aid it against the interests of the poor,
marginalised villagers.” We hope this sets a
precedent for other forced eviction cases.

MODERN SLAVERY
Amnesty UK has been at the forefront of
efforts to strengthen the Modern Slavery Bill,
currently completing its progress through
Parliament. We have sought to make this
Bill more victim-focused, strengthening the
remit and independence of the Anti-Slavery
Commissioner, and addressing the modern
forms of slavery in the supply chains of
companies doing business in the UK. The
Joseph Rowntree Foundation points to the
presence of forced labour in the UK across
industries including cleaning, construction,
care, domestic work and catering. The current
legal framework is inadequate to combat this.
At first, the Bill contained no provisions

‘Oil pollution in the Niger Delta is one
of the biggest corporate scandals of
our time... Shell knew Bodo was an
accident waiting to happen. It took no
effective action to stop it, then made
false claims about the amount of oil
that had been spilt’

Audrey Gaughran of Amnesty International

relating to companies. With other NGOs,

we campaigned for an amendment requiring
companies to disclose annually the steps taken
to eradicate slavery from their supply chains.
We briefed MPs and peers, made submissions
to parliamentary committees, and argued our
case with the Home Office and Department
of Business Innovation and Skills.

In November 2014 the government made
a major concession, tabling an amendment
requiring transparency in supply chain
reporting. We welcomed this, but pressed
for it to be made more substantive and to
include enforcement measures. According
to the International Labour Organisation,
worldwide the illicit trade in slave labour is
worth nearly £100bn per year and exploits
some 21 million people.

UK Minister Karen Bradley said: ‘Modern
slavery is taking place here — often out of sight
— in shops, fields, building sites and behind
the curtains of houses on ordinary streets.’
Amnesty continues to work to eradicate this.

INDIA

In March 2014 Amnesty International UK,

in partnership with Al India, embarked on an
innovative project using digital technology to
support and protect human rights defenders
campaigning against coal mining projects

in the eastern Indian state of Chhattisgarh,
where those adversely affected are mainly
Adivasi (indigenous) communities.

Human rights defenders (HRDs) are being
equipped and trained to use the technology
to safely document and report violations of
human rights against their communities.

State authorities continuously criminalise
HRDs involved in such campaigns, with
trumped up charges, arbitrary detention
and imprisonment.
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2013

WHERE THE MONEY COMES FROM (£ms) Total: £24.8m

I 17.6 Members and supporters
3.5 Legacies
1.0 Appeals and raffles

Il 0.7 Grants

[ 0.7 Other

P 0.7 Shops and catalogue
0.6 Community fundraising

WHERE THE MONEY GOES (£000s) Total: £24.3m

£

B 7,755 Campaigning, raising
awareness and educating

8,700 Research

1,453 Encouraging more people to
become activists

Il 4,271 Recruiting, retaining and

communicating with our supporters
1,825 Raising additional funds
320 Sustaining our systems

Amnesty International UK can maintain its
financial independence and integrity because
the majority of our income comes from
individual members and supporters. We

also gratefully acknowledge the generous
support of charitable trusts, foundations and
companies, as well as individuals who have
remembered us in their wills. We could not do
our work without your support.

The money Amnesty International UK receives
goes towards research and action that aim to
prevent and end grave abuses of human rights.
Most of it — 76 per cent — is spent directly on
human rights work: research, campaigns,
education, awareness-raising and encouraging
more people to take an active part in our

work. The remaining 31 per cent supports our
human rights work indirectly, enabling us to
recruit and keep supporters, raise additional
funds and sustain our democratic systems of

of governance governance. 2013 expenditure includes the
one-off cost of reorganising AIUK to align with
major developments in our global movement.
2014 accounts will be available in April 2015
TRANSPARENCY AND FEEDBACK OUR BOARD 2014-2015
ACCOUNTABILITY Amnesty International UK values feedback Sarah O’Grady (Chair), Hannah Perry (Vice-Chair)

Amnesty International UK is committed to
transparency and accountability in all its
operations. A full description of how the
organisation is governed, managed and funded,
the nature of our work and the extent of our
impact, is available in the 64-page Amnesty
International UK Annual Report 2013.

See www.amnesty.org.uk/annualreport

or call 020 7033 1777
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from all our stakeholders.

Tel 020 7033 1777

Fax 020 7033 1503

Textphone 020 7033 1664

Email feedback@amnesty.org.uk
Web www.amnesty.org.uk/feedback

Richard Cryer (Treasurer), Cris Burson-Thomas,
Katie Boothby, Ruth Breddal, Louise Ewington,
Brian Gilda, Tom Hedley, Eilidh Douglas,

Tom Sparks, Rona Keen, Harrison Littler,

Sarah Ward, Hugh Whitby

DIRECTOR
Kate Allen

WILL YOU JOIN THE
CIRCLE OF CONSCIENCE?

The Circle of Conscience is a very special
group of Amnesty supporters who have
committed to giving an annual donation of
£2,500 a year for three years.

As a member you’ll be with like-minded
individuals dedicated to protecting some of
the world’s most vulnerable people from
human rights abuses. As one of our closest
supporters, we will keep you informed on the
issues you care about most, in the way you
want to hear about them. You’ll be invited to
learn more about our work through briefings
with campaigners and researchers, Amnesty’s
key annual events and our annual Circle of
Conscience reception. You will also have a
personal contact to answer your questions
and to hear your thoughts and ideas.

If you wish, you can direct your gift to one of
three key areas:

¢ Supporting human rights defenders

¢ Upholding women’s rights

e Insisting on justice

You don’t have to specify how you want your
money to be used. You can simply allow us
to use your gift where the need is greatest at
the time. This allows us the agility to respond
to crises as they arise and direct funds where
they are most needed.

‘For many years | have been a
passionate supporter of Amnesty
International’s struggle for human
rights and justice throughout the
world. | hope you will join me so we
can work together to transform the
lives of people who are struggling
for their rights and freedoms’

Bianca Jagger, Patron of the Circle
of Conscience

WHY THREE YEARS?
We have learned over 50 years of
campaigning that lasting change takes time.
It took 20 years to secure a global treaty to
control the international arms trade, but
now we have a binding agreement that will
save thousands of lives. We campaigned for
human rights in Burma for decades, when
change seemed an improbable dream. Yet in
the past few years scores of political prisoners
have been released and the best known (Aung
San Suu Kyi) is a member of parliament.
We’re in it for the long haul and we’d
like you to be there with us. A three-
year commitment will enable us to plan
confidently for our work.

JOIN THE CIRCLE OF
CONSCIENCE TODAY

For more information phone
020 7033 1601 or email
circleofconscience@amnesty.org.uk

Amnesty International UK

The Human Rights Action Centre
17-25 New Inn Yard

London

EC2A 3EA

DONATION FORM

Name

Address

Postcode

Telephone

Email

Please accept my gift of £

[] I enclose a cheque/postal order/CAF charity voucher made
payable to Amnesty International UK Section Charitable Trust

OR Please debit my credit card
MasterCard[]  VisalJ Maestro[ ] CAFL[]

Maestro only

[T 1]

Valid from Expiry date Issue number (Maestro only)

Cardholder name (exactly as it appears on your card)

Signature

pate 2 [ 0] [ [ ] [ [V [ Y[ V]

Leaving a lasting legacy Gifts left in Wills to Amnesty are vital to our
work. To find out more about leaving a gift to Amnesty International
UK in your Will, tick here to receive a free guide [

www.amnesty.org.uk/donate 020 7033 1660

[J1amaUK Taxpayer and would like Amnesty International . o d l/ff
(UK Section) Charitable Trust to treat all donations that | have g M

made in the past 4 years and all donations that | make from

the date of this declaration as Gift Aid donations.

NB. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax in each tax year

(6 April to 5 April) at least equal to the tax that all the charities or Community Amateur
Sports Clubs that you donate to will reclaim on your donations for that tax year (25p

on every £1 you give). Please notify us if you no longer pay sufficient tax, want to

cancel this declaration, or change your name or home address. If you pay a higher

tax rate, you can claim further tax relief in your Self Assessment tax return.

Data protection If at any time you prefer not to receive updates from
Amnesty, please tell us: www.amnesty.org.uk/contact

Please send this completed form to: Ruma Rahman,
Amnesty International UK, The Human Rights Action Centre,
17-25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA
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‘Only when the last prisoner
of conscience has been
freed, when the last torture
chamber has been closed,
when the United Nations’
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights is a reality
for the world’s people, will
our work be done’

Peter Benenson, founder of
Amnesty International

DONATION
FORM

WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP
TO PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS IN 2015

This year Amnesty will be working to:

e combat the increasing use of torture

e address the worldwide backlash
against women’s rights

¢ hold governments to account

e continue our work with Syrian
activists to promote human rights
and bring abusers to justice

e protect the freedom of hundreds of
individuals to defend human rights
on the ground.

It is your generosity that makes this
work possible and we hope you
will continue to support Amnesty
International in 2015.

CONTACT US
Tel 020 7033 1777
sct@amnesty.org.uk

Amnesty International

The Human Rights Action Centre
17-25 New Inn Yard

London EC2A 3EA

www.amnesty.org.uk

El /AmnestyUK ¥ @AmnestyUK

HOW YOUR MONEY HELPS

£1,800 could give security training
in a safe place to a South Asian
Human Rights Defender whose safety
is at risk.

£4,000 could cover the cost of our
school speakers programme, teaching
27,000 young people about human
rights and inspiring the next generation
of human rights defenders.

£8,000 could cover the annual

costs of our Rapid Response system,
which mobilises thousands of our
members when a community is at
imminent risk of forced eviction.

If you require this document
in an alternative format
please contact:

Telephone 020 7033 1777
Textphone 020 7033 1664
Email sct@amnesty.org.uk

Charity registered in England & Wales no.1051681. Charity registered in Scotland no.SC039534.

Company Limited by guarantee registered in England no. 03139939.
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