Thame Amnesty Newsletter
March 2012

Next Meeting 
Wednesday 28th March, 7.30 p.m. 

 Sports Centre

Lord Williams Lower School
Everyone welcome – so please come along 
Contact Bob for further details -
christinefieldsend@hotmail.com
February Meeting

At this month’s meeting we had an update on the future events we are planning this year. Our initial thanks were to Jeannette for coordinating the very successful fund-raising evening of music and poetry held at the Players Theatre in January. We raised a remarkable £590 and are extremely grateful to Patrick Collins, Adrian Thompson & Bruce Alexander for contributing their time, commitment and talent to raise awareness and funds for Amnesty.
Amongst the actions that we undertook this month was a letter in relation to a local campaign. The Thame Cattle Market Action Group is undertaking a community needs analysis in relation to the proposed development of this site. Thame Amnesty has contributed to this to ensure that any development includes adequate and appropriate resources and accommodation for the requirements of all the local voluntary sector and community organisations. A meeting in relation to this development is scheduled for 6th March 2012.
Other individual letters for action were signed and sent in support of WOZA (Women of Zimbabwe Arise), who are subject to arbitrary arrest, intimidation, harassment and ill-treatment whilst trying to protest peacefully in relation to the worsening economic, social and human rights situation there. In addition we continued with our actions for the individuals at risk campaign in Pakistan.
Sue will be undertaking the design of our very own Thame Amnesty website – if you have any thoughts about content or style or wish to contribute or send any material for the site – please contact Sue directly - suer1953@yahoo.co.uk
Further discussions related to the format and content of future meetings, the possibilities for fund-raising through the rest of the year and our efforts to collate wider input into the future profile of the group.
	Annual General Meeting 

Thame Amnesty - April
Our AGM will be held on Wednesday 25th April 2012 at 7.30 p.m.

In addition to the usual business and election of officers we will be using the opportunity to contribute to Amnesty’s Big Debate on one of the following topics climate change and the impact on human rights, poverty and the developing world debt campaigns or legal frameworks and the implications for human rights.

We welcome all contributions and would want to hear from the wider membership so please join our discussions on this occasion or let us know if you are interested in hearing about any of these particular campaigns

Contact Bob for further information - christinefieldsend@hotmail.com



	Dates For Your Diary
18th – 20th May – Flower Festival,
St Mary’s Church, Thame

Volunteers needed to help with our display

June Meeting – 27th June

Training seminar on the ‘Control Arms’ campaign – an opportunity to find out more about this topical issues and Amnesty’s role

Saturday July 14th – Street Collection
The Thame Amnesty street collection will be held Saturday July 14th – collectors and volunteers needed – contact Owen on

davies2399@yahoo.co.uk or

(01844 214466)
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	Your Help Needed

Our Thame branch has been expanding over the last year but we are still keen to get more people involved in either our regular monthly meeting or at the campaigns and activities that we have planned through the year.

We would like your feedback about any changes we could make to continue to expand or welcome new members. Our intention over the next month or so would be to phone round some of those on the email list and share your thoughts about our future, the areas that interest you and the activities that you might like to join.

Please let us know if you would prefer we didn’t call or send us your thoughts by email.
Contact Owen on davies2399@yahoo.co.uk & 01844 214466, or post subs to 4 Cedar Crescent, 
Thame, OX9 2AU
Bob on christinefieldsend@hotmail.com 

or Julia on juliaworms@hotmail.com
Thank you for taking the time its much appreciated



National Amnesty Campaign News
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Following the rapid response Twitter and Facebook action and protests from the community, the proposed  demolition of the Railway Compound in Port Harcourt, Nigeria, was temporarily halted. Plus the Prime Minister of Kenya announced a halt to all evictions until legal measures are in place to ensure that evictions do not result in human rights violations. Further details -
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=11180&utm_source=Email&utm_medium=monthly_email&utm_campaign=Dignity&utm_content=forced_evictions
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Challenge yourself by taking part in 

 one of the Team Amnesty events. You can run a 5k or a marathon, jump out of a plane, cycle across the Pennines or the diverse Indian countryside, or walk through the South Downs. There really is something for everyone. More information - http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=1935&utm_source=Email&utm_medium=monthly_email&utm_campaign=CFR&utm_content=team_amnesty
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On 11th February, thousands of   supporters and activists from Middle East and North African countries gathered in Trafalgar Square for a rally as part of our Global Day of Action. We were there to show support for the millions of people in the region who are standing up for their rights. Watch some of the event - http://vimeo.com/37107112
Urgent Action - Mexico
If you would like to respond - view Amnesty Website or contact Bob (christinefieldsend@hotmail.com) for further information
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MEXICO - Women’s Rights Organization: Consorcio Oaxaca

The offices of Mexican women’s rights organization Consorcio Oaxaca have been broken into again, and the staff have been threatened. Their human rights work for women could be put at risk. Consorcio Oaxaca staff went to work on 3rd March, and found that their office had been broken into. Some laptop computers and case information had been stolen. A manual on the protection of human rights defenders was left out on clear display and personal photos of family members of staff were spread out on a desk. Consorcio Oaxaca staff believe this was intended to threaten them. After they reported the crime, the Office for the Prosecution of Crimes of Social Transcendence (Fiscalía de Delitos de Transcendencia Social) came to inspect the office. Investigations into the previous break-in, which happened exactly four months ago, have produced no results. Consorcio Oaxaca and the Human Rights Commissioner have filed formal complaints with the State Attorney General’s Office. The Oaxaca state government’s Human Rights Commissioner has asked the Public Security Ministry to guarantee the security of Consorcio Oaxaca staff, but the ministry has not done anything.
Saudi Arabia 

 International Women’s Day
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Saudi Arabia, is the only country in the world where women are forbidden to drive. The authorities refuse to issue women with licences and even those who take to the roads with an international driver’s licence face arrest. Some women have protested at this discriminatory law by getting behind the wheel. In doing so, they have risked arrest and sentences of lashings. Their protests caught the world’s attention last year, but despite the media interest, the ban remains in place.

The driving ban is just one way in which Saudi women are discriminated against because of their gender. As a woman in Saudi Arabia, you are unable to travel, engage in paid work, pursue higher education, or marry without the permission of a male guardian. 
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Compared to these other areas of discrimination, there seems to be widespread support in Saudi society for an overturn of the driving ban. The right to drive is a key demand of Saudi women activists and one which is within their grasp. As part of International Women’s Day (March 8th), stand up for women’s rights in Saudi Arabia. 
http://action.amnesty.org.uk/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1194&ea.campaign.id=13978&utm_source=Email&utm_medium=mass_email&utm_campaign=women&utm_content=saudi_drive_email
Amnesty International UK National Conference& AGM 
The Bullet Proof Conference 2012 
13th – 15th April 2012 - Manchester

Join activists, staff and guests at what promises to be a truly inspirational event. This year’s conference will focus on 2012’s once-in-a-lifetime chance to forge a robust, bulletproof Arms Trade Treaty. Every year, millions suffer because of the poorly regulated arms trade. Negotiations to reach a comprehensive treaty are concluding this year at the UN. We’ll be joined by a Human Rights Defender affected by the arms trade, a member of the UK Arms Trade Treaty negotiating team and Amnesty’s Arms Campaign Director for a thought provoking debate, chaired by The Times’ Defence Editor Deborah Haynes. 

Oxford Amnesty Group are undertaking a ‘triathlon’ to travel to this event – if you would be interested in being involved with this – contact Bob below..

In addition to practical workshops, debates and decision-making, we’ll be taking over Manchester City Centre with a campaign action and giving you the opportunity to party on the Saturday Night with fellow activists in a very unusual location.
AIUK is able to offer concessionary places to groups who are unable to pay the full price. However we only have a limited number. Please note that there will be one concessionary place per group. If you would like to apply for a concessionary place please email amnesty@blueprintpartners.cominforming them that you are a group member. Please discuss this with your group before applying.

For further information - www.amnesty.org.uk/agm
Alternatively call Lucy Lyall on 0207 033 1686.
Booking deadline: 2 March 2012
Please contact Bob if you are interested in attending this event on christinefieldsend@hotmail.com
Chair – Bob Fieldsend, Vice-Chair – Anita Clayton, Treasurer – Owen Davies, Press & Publicity – Jeannette Watson & Newsletter/Secretary – Julia Worms
We regularly meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 7:30pm on the first floor of the Sports Centre at Lord Williams Lower School, Queen’s Rd, Thame – please feel free to join us.   

