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PETITION TO THE NATIONAL TRANSITIONAL COUNCIL OF LIBYA
IN SUPPORT OF THE DISPLACED PEOPLE OF TAWARGHA

In mid-August 2011, fighters opposed to Ghadaffi from Misratah attacked the neighbouring town of Tawargha. They forced most of the town’s 30,000 people to flee. Some who tried to escape were shot at. Tawarghas who remained inside the town were detained or told to leave. After the town was emptied, the Tawarghas’ homes were looted, vandalized and burned. Today, Tawargha is deserted and uninhabitable. These attacks, including killings and torture, directed against the civilian population of Tawargha, appear to constitute crimes against humanity, as defined in Article 7 of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.
We, the undersigned, call on the General National Congress of Libya to ensure that:
· displaced people of  Tawargha are allowed to return to their homes, with their safety guaranteed

· those responsible for any attacks on individuals and communities with the aim of, or resulting in, forcibly displacing them are brought to justice

· an end to arbitrary detentions of Tawarghas by militia and security forces

· all those detained are treated humanely, receive necessary medical treatment, and are protected from torture and other ill-treatment

· Tawarghas receive compensation and assistance to rebuild their homes and lives
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