Amnesty International Stratford upon Avon Group

37 Maidenhead Road, Stratford upon Avon

www.amnesty.org.uk/stratfordonavon

May 9th, 2012, 7.30

Present: Eileen Alberti (Chair), Kathy Stredder (Secretary), Sonya Millman (Treasurer),  Sarah O’Grady, Elspeth Baillie, Maryann Dobbin, Rosie Keep, Sophie Fitton, Linda Butland

Apologies: Penny Young, Abeer El-Sayed, Chris Boylan, Christine Barter, Penny Freedman, John McDermott, Salah Seoudy

Minutes: The Minutes of the meeting of April 11th were accepted as accurate.

Monthly Action: Members agreed to sign a letter to the Home Secretary asking her to reverse the changes (introduced April 2012) to the visa scheme for overseas domestic workers (primarily women). Restoration of the 12 month visa and the right to change employer are called for if migrant domestic workers are to avoid labour and sexual exploitation (based on evidence of previous inadequate laws).  
Chair’s Report: The Group was asked if it would nominate Will Rogers of the Mid-Warwickshire Group for the job of Regional Coordinator.  There was widespread support for this and the nomination form was signed.

Secretary’s Report: Ralph Braunholtz (Wythall Group) has written to report on the progress of the AGM resolution calling on Amnesty to intensify its efforts to bring about changes to remedy the deficiencies of the current asylum system.  The resolution was passed with two amendments, one being that there would not be a “substantially increased budget” for this; the second amendment added emphasis to the importance of public education on asylum.  Ralph also raised the issue of the absence of any recent coverage of ‘asylum’ in the Amnesty Magazine.

There is an intention for West Midlands Amnesty Groups to liaise on the issue of asylum.  If you would like to represent our Group, please let Kathy know.

Fundraising: Despite the ferocious weather, three members, Rosie Keep, Mairi MacDonald, and Carolyn Leach bravely directed traffic for the Stratford Rotary Marathon on April 29th from 7 – 9.30 a.m.  Members thanked them for their heroic efforts.  
Campaigns

Individuals at Risk: Chen Guangcheng, our IAR, has recently received widespread coverage in the news as a result of his escape from house arrest, his sanctuary in the American Embassy in Beijing, his hospitalisation and his expression to go to the USA.  Members are encouraged to send voice messages, and sign petitions, of support (see Amnesty and Group websites).
The Arms Trade Treaty:  The Group has been asked to take action in support of a strong Arms Trade Treaty for which the final international negotiations take place this July.  Penny Freedman and Sophie Fitton have volunteered to make an appointment to see our MP to ensure his full support.  It was suggested The Stratford Herald be invited to cover this; Rosie offered to photograph if possible.  Also, members signed a petition on the ATT aimed at the Government.  Sophie is hoping to approach Box Brownie (coffee shop in Stratford) to ask if they are willing to hold a petition for signature.
Refugees and Asylum Seekers:  Refugee Week is June 18th – 24th and consists of a UK-wide programme of arts and cultural events celebrating the contribution of refugees to the UK.  In Stratford, the Fringe Festival (June 2nd – 10th) has organised the Fringe Art Trail in conjunction with the Refugee Council and Platforma (an arts and refugee network).  The opening event for this is on June 2nd, 6 – 8 p.m., at the Castle Gallery in Bard’s Walk.  (See http://www.stratfordfringe.co.uk/news/fringe-art-trail-with-the-refugee-council-and-platforma/).  The 5 refugee artists exhibiting will be present.  Amnesty members are invited to support this event – either by attending the opening (members will meet together at the Gallery at 6.00 ish), or following the trail at a later date.  Members were also asked if they had any ideas for a story about a local refugee which might be of interest to the local press.  If anyone knows of a story fitting this description, please let Kathy know.

Report of the 2012 AGM Conference: As our delegate, Eileen reported on the results of the Conference resolutions (discussed at our April meeting) all of which were passed without contention, and with few amendments.  She also described forthcoming changes to the role of Country Coordinators who will in the future work in regional teams and be more focused on Individuals at Risk.  The Individuals at Risk campaign will be contacting Groups with a 4 year plan and suggestions for activities, with letter writing, and urgent actions, at the core.  
With regard to other Conference resolutions, Sarah reported that the Board are reviewing the UK Section’s legal/taxation structure and the Charitable Trust (Gift Aid donations) with a view to classing more of the Section’s activities as charitable and addressing the fact that donors (unless members)  do not have voting rights.  She also reported that the resolution, to have AGM decisions published on the website within a week of the AGM and in the next edition of the Amnesty Magazine, and the right for members to register their interest in a resolution, was passed.   Furthermore a named Board member will oversee the implementation of each resolution and regularly update those interested members.  This resolution is a part of the Board’s intention to improve openness and transparency.
Demonstration of the new Stratford Amnesty website: Members were asked to comment on the new Group website which was demonstrated, live, by Rosie.  It was noted that the website is now presented as a blog. Members suggested various ways of improving the intelligibility and legibility of the site.  Rosie will take action and pass the suggestions on to the web team at AIUK.  Members were encouraged to check and use the website, especially if they are not able to attend meetings but wish to participate in actions.

 
AOB: There was none.
Dates for your Diary:

May 29th – Letter writing, 10 – 12 a.m., The Falcon Hotel

June 2nd – The Fringe Festival Art Trail – Castle Gallery, Bard’s Walk, 6 – 8 p.m., free.

June 13th – June Monthly Meeting

July 29th – “Poetry for Amnesty” an evening with Jack Mapanje, Jane Lapotaire and the Bilimankhwe Arts Group (Malawi) – Tickets (£15) now available at: The Shakespeare Bookshop (nr The Birthplace Gift Shop) or by phone on 01789 294911.
