Stop Torture campaign – progress update -  09-10-2014………

Action Summary

About seventy five people in total have now had the campaign bought to their attention. All the packs so far obtained from Amnesty have been distributed and around fifty postcards processed. Unfortunately some of the first batch were mailed with a UK 1st class stamp  – basis the (flawed !) assumption that AI had an ‘understanding’ with the Royal Mail....I’ve spoken with Paul Snowdon at AI-UK who is discussing the possibility of issuing clearer advice on the info pack, re minimum international postage costs....

I’m still waiting to hear re the outcome of whether the Secondary school cascade can proceed, (WHSG) no progress to report, I propose to write directly to the Headteacher re a stall in the sixth from centre....

Victim Updates

Ali Aarrass: 

On 21 May, the Moroccan authorities re-opened an investigation into Ali’s claims of torture. They told us this development was directly linked to our work. On 16 June, Morocco's National Council for Human Rights called for an investigation into several cases, including Ali’s. A global Amnesty petition of 215,000 signatures was delivered to the Moroccan authorities in September 2014. More information on Ali’s case can be found at: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/ali

Alfreda Disbarro: 

On 11 June, the Acting Chief Inspector of the Philippine Police Internal Affairs Service opened an investigation into the torture of Alfreda. We received information that this happened after receiving a letter from two Amnesty activists. More information on Alfreda’s case can be found at: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/alfreda

Claudia Medina: 

After seeing photos from Amnesty's global day of action Claudia said "I have seen that many people know about my case now, and this is formidable news. It allows me to share my story, to be seen and heard. I would like to thank Amnesty International for all the support you are giving me. God bless you all." More information on Claudia’s case can be found at https://www.amnesty.org.uk/Claudia. A short 4 minute video highlighting Claudia’s plight can also be found there...

Moses Akatugba: 

The authorities have received a huge amount of letters, cards and emails from activists around the world. Because of this, the Delta State Board of Mercy visited Moses and 118 other death row inmates in June. The visit was part of the due process that the Governor must follow to exercise his constitutional powers to grant a pardon. This is an important step towards Moses’s death sentence being commuted. After receiving many messages of support from Amnesty members, Moses said “I didn't know the campaigners before, I have not seen them before, but I cried for help [and] they responded massively to save me. I didn't know that people still have such great love to their fellow human beings”. More information on Moses’ case can be found at: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/moses

Importantly, the death penalty for this young man has now been overturned and he will serve a custodial sentence only. 

Dilorom Abdukadirova: 

After receiving your letters of support, Dilorom’s family said "Thank you very much from bottom of my heart. Our family appreciate your support. It is very emotional to read those letters. Can you please send our THANKS to all people who wrote these beautiful letters." More information on Dilorom’s case can be found at : https://www.amnesty.org.uk/dilorom

Stop Torture Campaign Updates

There some additional resources and letter templates, specifically:

1. Exhorting the EU to ensure compliance with extant and enhanced legislation preventing the sale of and profit from sale of articles and equipment used in torture. 

And

2. A special focus on the abuses of prisoners at Nigeria’s detention centres:-

Full details of both can be found at http://www.amnesty.org.uk/sites/default/files/october_cab_2.pdf  

Summaries of both extensions to the campaign appear below

1.

(Quote) TAKING THE STOP TORTURE CAMPAIGN TO THE EUROPEAN UNION

The European Union (EU) is currently reviewing the law which prohibits trade in items used for torture, (Council Regulation 1236/2005). Join the campaign and tell the EU not to profit from torture. 

Why now?

As a result of concerns raised by Amnesty International and others, the EU introduced specific laws to restrict the trade in torture equipment in 2005. But there are loopholes that mean certain types of trade or certain categories of torture equipment continue to be traded. This year sees the start of an EU wide review of the regulation banning the trade in equipment used for torture and the death penalty and we have a unique opportunity to close these loopholes. During this European parliament there will be a chance to strengthen the regulation to ensure that the EU is never complicit in the sale of torture items. The European Commission has come up with a proposal to amend the regulation, which will be discussed and voted on by the European Parliament and all EU member states. Before it goes to the vote, the proposal will go to two MEP committees, the Foreign Affairs and Trade committees, who will have the power to negotiate and finalise the text to be voted on. So there are lots of ways we can influence to stop the trade in torture equipment. 

What are we asking for? 

We have identified three main areas where the regulation needs to be strengthened: 

1) Currently you can trade in equipment that is banned under the regulation as long as the equipment doesn’t physically enter the EU. So sitting in Paris or Berlin and arranging the sale of items from outside the EU is currently not prohibited. This type of trading activity is known as brokering and is often a key way such goods are traded. We want to ensure no EU Company is complicit in the trade in torture equipment. In the same way as the arms trade is currently regulated, we are calling for effective controls on companies brokering deals that could result in trade in goods banned under the regulation. We need to close this loophole.

2) Although many items are banned from sale, companies are still able to promote and market this equipment in the EU. Whether this is through commercial marketing, exhibitions or trade fairs, companies must not be able to promote the tools of torture in EU member states.4

3) Attached to the main body of the regulation are lists and categories of equipment that are 

subject to the legislation. These lists are comprised of two types of equipment:

• Firstly, there is a list of totally “prohibited” items, things that can only be used to commit acts of torture or capital punishment so are subject to a blanket ban;

• Secondly, there is a list of “controlled” equipment, which comprises of items that sometimes have legitimate uses, but can also clearly be used to commit or facilitate acts of torture, for example drugs that can be used in the death penalty but also have legitimate medical uses. Trade in items on the “controlled” list are banned when they risk being used for torture. Equipment is coming into the market all the time and the existing lists may not be able to capture all types of equipment being used for torture. If we are to stop the trade in torture equipment then the EU must introduce a “catch all” clause. This would allow an additional safeguard to enable Member States to immediately prohibit the trade in goods where it is clear that the items are likely being used for torture, ill-treatment or the death penalty, even if they are not specifically listed under the regulation. In other similar areas, such as the trade in nuclear, chemical or biological weapons, or for arms embargoes, similar “catch all” clauses are already in place. We want to bring the EU laws on torture goods in line with these existing measures.  ( Unquote )

The proposal is to write to (our) local Members of the European Parliament (MEPs). MEPs on the Foreign Affairs Committee (AFET) and International Trade Committee (INTA) will have the most influence.  Template letters can be found at: http://www.amnesty.org.uk/sites/default/files/october_cab_2.pdf

2.

(Quote)  STOP TORTURE IN NIGERIA’S DETENTION CENTRES

Amnesty International has visited police stations and prisons throughout Nigeria for many years and documented hundreds of allegations of torture or ill-treatment in police or military custody. On 18 September, we launched the report “Welcome to hell fire: torture and ill-treatment in Nigeria”, which shows how the Nigerian police and military routinely use torture as punishment or to extract information and ‘confessions’. Findings from the report also show that many police sections in various states have ‘torture chambers’ and an ‘Officer in Charge of torture’ or ‘O/C Torture’. Moses Akatugba’s case is typical of the problems of forced confessions perverting the criminal justice system. Thank you to everyone who has taken action on his case so far.For this action, we are targeting the Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) police detention centre in Awkuzu, where we know torture is taking place. Through this tactic, we want the detention centre to know that there is widespread awareness outside of Nigeria that torture is taking place in its premises, and pressure the authorities into taking concrete steps to end the use of torture. Amnesty International is calling on SARS detention centre in Awzuku to:

• Stop the use of torture and ensure that those responsible are brought to justice;

• Release detainees or charge them with an internationally recognized crime;

• Allow access to families, lawyers and medical care.

To read the report “Welcome to hell fire: torture and ill-treatment in Nigeria” and a country briefing on torture in Nigeria go to: www.amnesty.org.uk/nigeriatorture  (unquote)

Local Further Actions/ ongoing

WHSG – As per para 1. I propose to write directly to the Headteacher re a stall in the sixth from centre....

I’ve ordered an extensive range of materials for the forthcoming activity scheduled for later in October, as per Mikes suggestion. I’m quite happy to act as distributor when the materials arrive. ETA early next week...

The two packs left at the meeting and 32 Postcards..... Any progress ?

 (www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/stop.torture.start-now) only takes a few seconds to process an automated e-mail, I’ve tried the start now approach, it is very simple and effective.... Has anybody had a go ?

The Belfast culture night took place (19th September 2014) took place  in Talbot Street - Anybody go ?? hundred’s apparently attended, appearing in an Amnesty version of Edward Munch’s famous painting....more on Facebook- Amnesty....

Andrew

