Amnesty School Speakers Programme:  Frequently Asked Questions
What does a speaker do?  

A speaker makes presentations to local schools, universities and youth groups to promote understanding of human rights and raise awareness of Amnesty International, its mission and its campaigns.   Presentations can vary from a 10 minute assembly to several hundred students, to leading a class for one hour or more.

How do I become a speaker?  

You attend and successfully complete a speaker training session.  These usually take place on Saturdays and generally run from 10AM-5PM.  Sessions are held at various locations across the UK.

Can I select the age range I speak to?

Yes.  We have separate lists for Primary, Secondary and University speakers.  You will only be included on the lists you select. 

Will students be receptive?

In most cases students are very keen to hear from outside speakers and learn about human rights.  Our training and resources will help you to make your sessions engaging.  Also, you will not be left alone with students; teachers should be present to ensure student behaviour.

How do schools find about me?  

Once trained you will be listed in our Speakers List which is sent out to schools on request.  You will have a biography in which you indicate the topic areas you like to speak on.

What are the costs?  

The training is free.  We can normally reimburse travel costs to our training session if necessary (though please do confirm with us before making any large expenditures).  Schools will usually reimburse you for any travel costs associated with their events.
What about Criminal Records checks?  

Once you have successfully completed training we will provide you with a form for completing your criminal record check.  Amnesty requires this of all speakers.  Once you have successfully completed this process your name will be added to the Speakers List.

How often will I be requested?

This varies tremendously depending on your locality and on how much effort you make to remind schools of your presence.  Some speakers speak very frequently, others are approached only once a year or less.  

What support do I get?  

Amnesty has a member of staff who is responsible for supporting speakers.  In addition we provide speakers with a range of high quality materials, films, and PowerPoints on a range of subjects which can be adapted by speakers for different speaking requests.

Why do it?

Most speakers really enjoy serving as an Amnesty Speaker and knowing that they are making a real impact on Human Rights Education in the UK.  
