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Film Workshop 




Slumdog Millionaire
Use in conjunction with the PowerPoint presentation.

Before the film (PP Slide 2, 3 and 4)
· Introduce yourself

· Introduce Amnesty International.  You could also talk about your personal involvement with Amnesty, or ask the audience to talk about their involvement.

· Talk about human rights – You could introduce human rights, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, depending on the group’s level of knowledge (PP slides 5 and 6 - optional)
Background (PP slide 7)

· Use the map to show where India is.  Introduce the film by sharing some of the background information below with the group, as appropriate
· The film is based on the best selling novel Q and A by Indian writer Vikas Swarup. 

· It is mainly set in Mumbai, India’s largest city, the financial capital of India and centre of the Bollywood film industry.

· India has a population of 1.2 billion with 31% being under 14. British influence started in the area in the early 18th century and in the mid 19th century India became part of the British empire (its ‘jewel in the crown’) until independence in 1947, after a struggle for freedom. 

· At the end of colonial rule, the new republic inherited one of the poorest economies in the world. With economic reforms from the 1990s onwards, India has had one of the fastest growing economies in the world but still has problems of poverty, illiteracy and malnutrition. 

· People have flocked to the cities to escape rural poverty and many millions live in slums like the one shown in the film. Some estimates suggest that 60% of Mumbai’s 14 million population live in slums. Another challenge facing India is religious conflict as shown in the anti-Muslim riots in the film. 

· The young children in the film are played by children chosen from slum communities like the one in the film. There has been some controversy surrounding the terms on which they were employed, given the film has been highly successful.

· Some criticism has suggested that the film reinforces western stereotypes about poverty in India. Some slum dwellers in India objected to the title and protested outside cinemas with placards reading ‘I am not a dog’.

Thinking about the film (PP slide 8, 9, 10)

What do you learn about the living conditions in the slums? 
· Children harassed by police

· Living among rubbish heaps

· Polluted water/ sewage

· Densely populated/ overcrowding

· Communal washing 

· Mob violence – here anti Muslim

Teachers might like to ask students to consider which human rights these children and other slum inhabitants are not able to enjoy.

How are the children treated by the gangmaster?

· Forced to work/ beg

· Using baby as means of begging

· Blinding to gain sympathy

How do Jamal and Salim survive after their escape?

· On the train, begging/stealing food

· Scams at Taj Mahal – photos/ shoes

· Car stripped by gang

· Working in kitchen (presumably illegally)

Did the images of India shown in the film confirm or change the idea you already had of the country?

There are also some ideas for studying the film on the FilmEducation website at http://www.filmeducation.org/slumdogmillionaire/ 

Demand Dignity Campaign (PP slide 11)

Introduce Amnesty’s campaign working to eliminate the human rights violations that keep people poor. Living in poverty means more than simply lacking income or resources. It means facing deprivation, insecurity, powerlessness and exclusion on a daily basis. Housing, clean water and sanitation, access to health care and education are all affected by poverty. These are all recognised as fundamental human rights by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Amnesty will be campaigning on slums like the one in the film. One of the communities that Amnesty will be working with is the Deep Sea Settlement in Nairobi, Kenya. There is an educational resource pack with DVD on Poverty and Human Rights which can be downloaded from www.amnesty.org.uk/povertyaction or ordered from our office.
Take Action (PP slide 11)

Amnesty members take action to change things for the better. If you would like to take action there are plenty of suggestions on the website. 

Thank you

Thank your audience for their time.  Take questions.  Take action.
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Top Tip: If you don’t have access to PowerPoint, then print off the location map ready to show or hand out to the audience











