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Gaza Ceasefire – Following a 4-day period of violence between Israeli forces and Palestinian factions in Gaza, a ceasefire was brokered by Egypt on the 13th of March. After 200 rockets had been fired indiscriminately into Israel from Gaza and air and ground strikes made on often densely populated areas in Gaza from Israeli forces, 8 Israeli civilians were left injured and 25 Palestinians (including 4 civilians and  children) killed.    

Amnesty released a statement critical of these acts and the continued international inaction on the previous humanitarian disasters resulting from this neglected conflict. See  http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE15/014/2012/en/d568d3a3-b81a-4d4d-b670-fe775aa004ad/mde150142012en.pdf 

A Palestinian boy inspects the destruction after an Israeli air strike on a building in the northern Gaza Strip refugee camp of Jabalia on March 12, 2012 (AFP Photo / Mohammed Abed)
AI/UK Strategy.

Discrimination Campaign – AIUK has had to scale back its plans for this campaign due to the continuing Middle East and North Africa crisis response. The Section is now supporting the AI Israel campaign rather than heading up any activity itself. The form of that support will follow an AI Israel plan. The IS (International Secretariat however will release a report in the 2nd half of the year and an Action circular will come from that. Activity on the planned eviction of the Jahalin Bedouin community East of Jerusalem is also imminent.
AIUK is continuing to carry out discrete work on the IOPT, e.g. meetings with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) and also discussions such as at the end of this Up-Date.

Administrative Detention – The IS is continuing to carry out focussed activity on this area of Israeli policy and a number of Individuals are currently running as IARs (see below). If you want to join or spread the on-line petition against this policy of imprisonment without trial, go to –

 http://www.amnesty.org/en/appeals-for-action-Israel-End-use-of-administrative-detention 

Indivs. / Groups at Risk.

Hana Shalabi – The last up-date on Hana Shalabi (left) and her hunger strike [image: image4.jpg]


against Administrative Detention reported her lost appeal against her latest 4-month detention order. As concerns continue for her health and life, the appeals now go to the Israeli High Court. The appeal was lost in the face of secret evidence against Hana, which her legal representatives are not allowed access to. (For the full report go to http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE15/015/2012/en/55a46615-3c0d-474e-8d4d-c1201e18b400/mde150152012en.pdf .


As with the case of Hadidiya and Humsa above, there has been an official response to appeals and there is a draft response for you to consider if you do receive such responses. Please contact me if you wish to refer to this guide.


Ahmad Sulayman Musa QATAMESH – Ahmad is a new IAR added formally [image: image5.png]


to the IS Action list and so supported in campaigning by AI internationally. If you want more info, including the case sheet from the IS file, just let me know.


Ahmad is a Palestinian academic and a left-wing commentator on Palestinian political and cultural affairs and he has been held in prison by the Israeli authorities since 21 April 2011. He is a prisoner of conscience, detained solely for the peaceful expression of his non-violent political beliefs, and apparently held to put pressure on other Palestinian political activists who also adhere to left-wing opinions. He says he is not a member of any Palestinian political party.

‘6 Disappeared’ Palestinians’ – This case file covers 6 Palestinian men who went missing from a PA detention Centre 10 years ago and whose disappearances have never been fully addressed by the authorities. The case file is, as usual, available if you wish to take action, but there is also a new article from the IS IOPT campaign lead at :  
 http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=468739.  
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Bassem Tamimi – This eloquent prisoner of conscience and organisor of non-violent protests against the expansion of illegal Israeli settlements on land belonging to his village, has now been in prison for a year. His wife and three children also continue to be harassed by the Israeli forces including a 2 a.m. raid on the 21st of March. Bassem (right) and the residents of al-Nabi Saleh must be allowed to protest peacefully against illegal Israeli settlements without the fear of Israeli military violence. (see article covering this IAR at :
http://livewire.amnesty.org/2012/03/23/palestinian-prisoner-of-conscience-on-trial-for-defending-right-to-protest/langswitch_lang/es/

Jayyuz village - Currently approximately 400 permits have been granted to Jayyus farmers and their helpers, up from about 180 in August 2011but lower than the 600 permits during the autumn olive harvest. The farmers continue to need longer opening hours for the gates that allow crossing to their lands (currently they open only three times a day for short intervals) and more permits for seasonal work. Previously, villagers had organised demonstrations to push for the overall aim of removing the fence/wall from their lands but the reprisals by the Israeli military entailed significant losses for the farmers, including arrests, prolonged closure of gates and denial of permits. These losses were unsustainable and so the Jayyus villagers changed tactic in the last two years. Now the villagers campaign by raising awareness internationally and in Israel with a view to changing Israeli policies of land appropriation.
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As you know from past updates, the Israeli High Court of Justice ruled on 9 September 2009 that the fence/wall needs to be re-routed in the Jayyus area so as to leave more land on the side of the village, because the current route is not justified by security needs. Rather, it serves the nearby settlement of Zufin (Tsufim). This ruling has yet to be implemented by the Israeli army, and the livelihood of many farmers will be determined by how exactly the army applies the decision. The lawyer representing Jayyus is in contact with the army and said that work on the new route of the fence/wall shall start in mid-2012. The construction has already started near the village of Jbara to the north of Jayyus and is moving towards the south. Therefore, it is strategic to put more pressure on the Israeli government (in particular the Ministry of Defense, which is ultimately responsible for the actions of the Israeli army's Civil Administration in the West Bank) in the first half of 2012 when the new route can still, perhaps, be influenced. The objective is for the route of the fence/wall to comply with international law, which means it must be removed from the Occupied Palestinian Territories.  

Lastly please note that there is a new target for appeals to the responsible Israeli Army Commander and an address (in Arabic - pastable) for solidarity messagesto the villagers. Please ask if you want these. 


Hadidiya and Humsa – A new video (14 mins) gives a good feel of the pressures on communities in the Jordan Valley, such as Hadidiya and Humsa and a little of the history. This focuses on Fasayil, a community I visited a couple of years ago - http://vimeo.com/35644938 .
Additionally a Group has received a response to an Appeal against the house demolitions in this area and I have a copy of that response and the guiding reply if you want to see the arguments (or indeed reply to similar responses from the Israeli authorities). 



Groups are still encouraged to try to persuade parliamentary / assembly / union, etc., reps to visit the Jordan Valley to see for themselves. Education is a key to change.

Dates / Other Activity.


Palestinian citizens of Israel – Current challenges and Priorities - Thursday April 5 2012 18:15 at The Human Rights Action Centre, London EC2A 3EA. An exclusive screen talk with Adalah:The Legal Centre for Arab Minority Rights in Israel and Amnesty International UK - the event will be followed by a reception 
Adalah is one of the key organisations dedicated to the rights of Palestinian citizens of  Israel. Working with award–winning directors including Rachel Leah Jones, it has made powerful films on the increasingly precarious situation faced by this community. 
Following a screening of 3 recent short films, Adalah advocate Suhad Bishara will discuss threats faced by Palestinians in Israel today with Amnesty UK campaign manager Kristyan Benedict. 
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Tickets are £6 each– payable in cash on the door on the night. Please book here http://www.amnesty.org.uk/events_details.asp?eventsid=2148

RESOURCES.


Child Detention – Defence for Children International (DCI - Palestine) has just produced a report which is the culmination of four year’s work with the support of the European Union, focusing on verifying reports of ill-treatment and torture of children held in military detention. The findings of the report are based on 311 sworn affidavits taken from children between January 2008 and January 2012. The report also includes:

· An interview with a lawyer who represents children in the military courts;

· An interview with the director of the YMCA rehabilitation programme;

· An interview with an Israeli soldier, courtesy of Breaking the Silence; 

· A psychological opinion into the effects of military detention on children; and

· 25 case studies taken from child-detainees.
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Go to the full report (144 pages) via Bound, Blindfolded and Convicted: Children held in military detention . (Whilst this a large ‘read’ it is also an excellent reference work in educating others about this issue). 
Garry Ettle,

Country Coordinator, AIUK, Middle East & Gulf Region,

Israel & Occupied Palestinian Territories (IOPT),

(Tel. 01932 224707 / 077487 34199).





Visit AIUK IOPT site at - http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=973  

 (If you no longer wish to receive material on this area, please inform the sender).    

