Cirencester Amnesty International AGM

September 10th 2014 at 18 Watermoor Road, Cirencester

Present 
Jean Whorwell, Marina Marvan, Val Hindson, Anne Vickers, Virginia Nicholls, Jenny Bradley
Apologies Chris Stevens, Ros Topley, Nicky Rawson
Note: there was no meeting in July, as there were insufficient people available. 
1. Minutes of the June meeting
The minutes were agreed to be a true record of the meeting.  
2. Matters Arising 
Chris has not yet received the money raised by Nicky’s concert or the repayment of the £300 provided in advance for the cost of wine.  [Nicky rang Marina while the meeting was in progress and confirmed that she has a cheque for the money and will arrange to get it to Chris.]


The Stop Torture campaign event in the Church porch was very successful with over 200 postcards being signed.  Marina has sent the photos to Caroline Butler for the Southern Regional news and to the Activism Team for inclusion in group news.

Marina has had no success finding a speaker for the autumn on Torture, receiving no reply to her enquiries.

4. Secretary’s Report
It is too late now to do the July group action which was an action around disappeared people’s day which was on 30th August.
Marina has received the Public Liability Insurance certificate.

The next stage of consultation on the AI Strategic Plan will be available on 19th Sept.  Marina to distribute to the group and we will discuss at the October meeting.

The group decided they were not interested in / able to attend:

· Stop Torture Training – October 4th, London

· Organising stunt for Afghan Women campaign

· Organising sponsored walk for Stop Torture Campaign

· Training event for AI Trainers on 5th December, London

There is a Stop Torture workshop.  Marina to see if this can be scheduled for the November meeting.  If not there is a film we can borrow about Chilean refugees.  Venue/date to be confirmed once activity is decided.

Marina suggested a speaker she had heard on Syria.  Marina to contact her to see if she is willing to speak to the group.

5. Treasurers Report

We have £495 in the balance with virtually no transactions since the last meeting.

Val has £140 for books and will send cheque to Chris.

Marina has a small amount of money for Address Labels.

6. Christmas Bazaar in Cornhall

It was suggested that we have a stall at this event to promote the activities of Amnesty and the local group.

7. AmnesTea

Jenny is planning to host an Amnestea party at her home.  More details to follow.
8. Flag Day

Flay Day is on the 27th September, 11am to 2pm.  Chris has requested that Val start the rota by finding out when everyone can collect.

Marina, Anne and Jenny are all unavailable.  Jean is likely to be nursing her sister.  Only Val and Virginia are able to collect.  Val to let Chris know.

Chris will arrange to pick up the collecting tins etc from Marina.

9. Book Shelf

Val reported that we are short of books with the chest being almost empty.

The book shelf has raised £675 in the last year.

Jenny offered to take some books up this week and tidy the shelf.

Marina offered to take some books next week and tidy the shelf.

Val has put out another appeal for books at her work.
10. Campaigns

Urgent Action: Marina had prepared a letter on a recent urgent action with regards to the death sentence passed on HAJRAS BIN SALEH BIN MUHAMMAD AL-QUREY for all to send.  Marina to send the letter around by email as some of them include her details.

Johan Teterissa: Val reported that more than 2400 people had written to the Indonesian Authorities as part of the recent campaign for Johan.  On 28th April lawyers were able to visit him and take him gift (including a card from our group).  Johan is grateful for the support and has asked we continue to campaign for him and all the other Maluka prisoners of conscience.

Afghan Women: Val to write to the our MP on the behalf of the group to aks him to write to the new Minister responsible for Afghanistan at the foreign and commonwealth office requesting his continued support for a Human Rights Defenders Plan.
11. Monthly Meeting Programme
October 10th – Monthly meeting at Marina’s to discuss the Strategic Goals

November 12th – Stop Torture Workshop / Chilean film / Syria speaker, venue TBC

December 10th – Greeting Card Writing at the Friends Meeting House

The meeting closed at 8.20pm
