Ronak Safarzadeh - Imprisoned women's rights activist

In April 2009 Ronak Safazadeh was sentenced to five years in prison for membership of the Free Life Party of Kurdistan (PJAK - an armed Kurdish opposition group) and to one year for propaganda against the state. 

According to her lawyer, Ronak's activities were limited to work with an NGO affiliated to the Campaign for Equality, an initiative committed to ending legal discrimination against Iranian women. The authorities have impeded the work of the campaign and arrested dozens of womens right's defenders since its launch in 2006.

Ronak's lawyer says that the evidence presented in court did not substantiate claims that Ronak has ever used or advocated violence.
Call on the Iranian authorities to overturn Ronak's sentence;

	Ali Larijani 

Speaker of Majles/Speaker of Parliament 

Baharestan Square 

Tehran 

Islamic Republic of Iran 
	


Example Letter
Your Excellency,

I would like to register my dismay about the sentencing of women’s rights activist Ronak Safazadeh. 

According to reports, Ronak Safazadeh was sentenced to five years in prison for membership of the Free Life Party of Kurdistan and to one year for 'propaganda against the state'. I understand that members of the Campaign for Equality, such as Ronak Safazadeh, are careful to conduct their activities in full compliance with the law, and that the Iranian Constitution permits peaceful gatherings and petitions calling for legislative change.  

I believe Ronak Safazadeh to be a prisoner of conscience, held solely for exercising her human right to freedom of expression and assembly. I therefore call on you to release her immediately and unconditionally. 

I further call on you to drop all charges against other Campaign for Equality activists who have been arrested or imprisoned for their peaceful campaigning for equal rights for women in Iran.

Yours sincerely,
