Chair’s Review of the Year, March 2014 – February 2015
The committee was kept busy in the latter half of the year in planning the South East Regional Conference, which the group hosted in February 2015.  We were pleased to welcome 60 delegates from Sussex, Surrey and Kent, at Christ Church, Chichester.  The keynote speaker was Celia Ouellette, a Staff Attorney from Reprieve, discussing her work with Death Row prisoners, which was both moving and inspiring.  With workshops on refugees and asylum seekers, on lobbying, and on the use of social media, and a presentation on the Stop Torture campaign focussing on the Philippines, delegates also delighted at the work-in-progress that is Ann Stewart’s knitted Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and in a huge amount of delicious cakes from our talented group members.  My very grateful thanks to all those of you who volunteered to help on the day and ensure that it was a successful event; and to Philip Strudwick, the SE Regional Rep, who co-ordinated all the speakers.

This year saw the repeat of some old favourites:

· May’s Book Sale and Plant Sale: Thanks all the volunteers who helped out on the day: another good contribution to funds in the lovely venue in Emsworth.  Thanks particularly to Manya Oxtoby and Margaret Carns for their delicious preserves and pickles.
· Jilli Webber co-ordinated a sixth successful (over £650!) street collection in Chichester, with the added pulling power of some very talented Buskers for Amnesty and Poems for Amnesty!

· AmnesTea! Maggie and Gary Courtnadge hosted an AmnesTea in Barnham to raise funds.  Guests happily scoffed sandwiches, scones and cakes: my thanks to Maggie and Margaret Robertson for the baking and buttering!
· Concert for Amnesty: at Graylingwell Chapel.  A packed programme, headlined by the very talented Hatful of Rain, supported by Amanda Cook and Richard Sabin. Our grateful thanks to Mark Stables for successfully co-ordinating the event and gathering together such a group of talented individuals.

· We held another PUMBLE (Pub ramble) up to the Trundle.

Other highlights of the year include

· Arias and song for Amnesty: a lunchtime concert at the Chapel in the University of Chichester, with the very talented Rebecca Grove, Stephanie Peat and Chris Coote providing a moving and exciting programme.

As always, may I express my deepest appreciation of all the committee members for their tireless work for this group; and my grateful thanks to those group members and their friends and families who have both initiated and supported this year’s programme of events: I hope you all enjoyed the events as much as I did!

May I also take this opportunity to encourage group members to think about taking a small part in the work of the committee in 2015?  The work we do is serious, but the committee never takes itself too seriously: do come and join us!
Kath
Review of the Year: campaigns

Action for Individuals: Co-ordinated by Shaun Peters, we started to work for Azza Hilal Suleiman, who was beaten up by the military during protests in Cairo in December 2011.  Work on her case has been suspended for the time being, unfortunately because the situation in the country is so crisis-ridden following the military coup. However, we have been able to take a number of actions on human rights abuses in Egypt: against the death sentence passed on 683 people; against the mass trials resulting from the on-going protests in Egypt; and in support of the Al- Jazeera journalists.
Stop Torture Campaign.  Run by Stephanie Carn, with actions on the Philippines and on Uzbekistan.  This is an on-going campaign into 2015.

Greetings card campaign: Our annual event, starting at the Cathedral Green, attracted a lot of attention from Christmas shoppers to sign cards for Individuals at Risk Raif Badawi (Saudi Arabian blogger) and Lu Ping (Chinese human rights activist) in December.  A letter-writing event was also held on Human Rights Day itself (10 December).

Other campaigns: Actions were taken via the newsletter and at public and letter-writing meetings on: support for civilians and for the missing human rights lawyer Khalil Ma’touq in Syria; human rights in Brazil (coinciding with the World Cup); abortion rights in El Salvador as part of the ‘My body, my rights’ campaign; against Christian militias attacking Muslims in the Central African Republic. 

Thank you to those who have hosted letter-writing evenings in your homes during the year: please let the committee know if you would like to host a letter-writing event in 2015 (we will provide the cases and advice on how to do this, if you need some help).

Report of Treasurer to AGM March 2015 for the period 1.1.14 – 31.12.14
Bognor Regis, Chichester and District Amnesty International Group

	Income
	Expenditure
	Total (£)

	Subscriptions
	
	                   716.00

	Donations
	
	10.00

	Street Collection
	
	655.82

	Plant and Book Sale
	
	223.55

	Graylingwell concert
	
	462.33

	Arias for Amnesty
	
	178.23

	Greetings Cards 2014
	
	23.62

	M. Oxtoby produce
	
	135.61

	
	Secretary
	-125.65

	
	Membership Sec
	-6.00

	
	Rent
	-77.50

	
	Greetings Cards postage 2013
	-11.47

	
	AIUK affiliation fee
	-72.00

	
	AIUK Donation
	-1500.00

	
	Graylingwell Printing
	-110.00

	
	Graylingwell Float
	-60.00

	
	Brought Forward
	882.50

	
	Balance
	1325.04


On February 7th 2015 we hosted, successfully the South East Regional Conference.  This was cost neutral to the group, as the expenses of hiring the hall etc. were covered by AIHQ.  We received sufficient donations from attendees to easily cover to the cost of refreshments, and our cake makers very kindly charged nothing for ingredients.  We were told that AIUK’s finances are on a solid footing until 2018, partly due to the number of legacies they have received. In 2018 a number of issues will need addressing, not least the question of how the amount AIUK gives to the International Secretariat is calculated. 

Back to 2014 and our own group, we were again able to make a sizeable donation to AIHQ, We hosted a number of successful events, including the street collection, the plant and book sale, and this year, not just one, but two delightful concerts.  Thanks as always goes to all the organisers, Jilli, Ann, Clare, Mark and Rebecca.  Once again, Maggie and Gary agreed to host a garden party, the profit from which (£135) went direct to AIUK.  Thank you to them, and to Manya, who industriously carries on making produce for us to sell.  

Thank you to everyone for their help and support.  It is only through the efforts and support of many people that we are able to support Human Rights action the way we do.
