PEOPLE AT RISK
MENA
 cases

 It would be great if someone in the group could be the contact for these cases.   Sara can put the country co-ordinator in touch with you for future updates, so we could have an action or update every month or so, which would give the group a solid piece of ongoing activity.
 

Manal Boualagi (Tunisia) 

During a peaceful protest in Regueb on 9 January 2011, five people were killed when riot police used lethal force. Manal Boualagi, a 26 year old mother of two, was shot in the chestand killed as she returned home from visiting her mother. A doctor who examined her told Amnesty International that the angle of her bullet wound suggested that she was shot by a sniper from a nearby building. Since her family filed a complaint with the Public Prosecutor in March 2011 the case has been transferred to a military court. There have been serious delays in the investigation and as yet the perpetrators of her killing have not been brought to justice. One officer responsible for giving orders to shoot on protestors in Regueb on that day has been questioned but remains free, and another has refused to appear in court. Neither has been suspended from work. Manal's mother, Chadia, a year after her death said: "There has been so much to bear and so much pain in this year, but nothing has happened in the courts".


The Displaced People of Tawargha (Libiya)
The town of Tawargha in Libya was attacked in August 2011 by Misratah opposition fighters who believe Tawarghas fought alongside Gaddafi forces. The fighters drove out Tawargha's 30,000 people and burned and looted their homes vowing that the people of Tawargha will never be allowed to return. They have raided the town again and again to destroy homes and infrastructure to stop people from coming back and have raised mounds of sand to block access to the town. The Misratah forces have even erased the town’s name on road signs.

As a result the Tawarghas have been scattered across Libya. They now live in poorly-resourced camps for displaced people. They are waiting to go home but live in constant fear of being attacked in the camps. The Tawarghas don’t feel safe anywhere. The Misratah militia have hunted down and detained hundreds of Tawarghas from camps, homes, checkpoints and even hospitals. The militia take the Tawarghas to Misratah where they hold them in makeshift detention facilities. Torture in detention is widespread and routine; Amnesty International knows of many cases where Tawarghas have been tortured to death.

Today, Tawargha is a ghost town. Its people are being collectively punished for the crimes allegedly committed by a few. Their children do not go to school. It is unclear if the Tawargha will be able to vote alongside other Libyans for the future Constituent Assembly of their country. They continue to live in constant fear and uncertainty.
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