Minutes of AI Meeting Monday October 15th 2012

Present
Julie, Hai Ying, Alex, Val, John, Lauren, Laura, Precious, Laura, Daoud, Mike, Wendy, Alan

Apologies
Daisy

Matters arising from Minutes of last meeting

· The Website is up and running and looking good thanks to Laura. The group also has a Facebook page.

· The social unfortunately had to be cancelled due to people being unable to attend. Thanks to Hai Ying for offering to host it. Another attempt will be made in the New Year

· Ben who is dancing from John O’Groats to Land’s End to raise awareness of the situation in Burma passed through Chester the day after the last meeting. Alan and Wendy greeted him and managed to get his picture and an article in the Chester Chronicle. Alex also contacted the local radio. Unfortunately Ben was recently knocked over by a drunk driver and the “dance” is temporarily halted.
North West Links
· Laura, Wendy and Hai Ying are attending the North West Conference on Saturday November 17th and will make contact with Jennifer Jaynes the Amnesty North west coordinator. It is hoped that she will come to speak to us in the New Year.

· It was suggested we might reconsider our three priorities i.e. Death Penalty, Zimbabwe and Burma, after Jennifer’s visit.

· It was also suggested that advice should be sought from Jennifer about the possibility of changing the group to “Chester and Wrexham”. 

Greeting Cards Campaign

· The next meeting will be devoted to writing and sending cards to prisoners of conscience all over the world highlighted by Amnesty.

· The next meeting will be held at The Old Custom House pub on Watergate Street at 7.30pm on Monday November 26th. The room which we been allowed to use with no charge is upstairs in the pub.
· It was decided to open up this meeting to friends etc who had attended the Amnestea in the summer and any other interested parties. Lauren will let the students know. 

· We have plenty of greetings cards and Alan will ensure that we have the materials from AI

· Laura has booked the Chester Library for a letter writing / greeting cards writing event similar to the one we had last year when we “invited” members of the public to join us in the Library to write letters on behalf of prisoners of conscience or send cards to the prisoners.

 The library is available either on Saturday December 8th or 15th. Can people let Laura know their availability before Friday October 19th so that we can confirm the date. 

London Workshop on Human Rights

· Hai Ying attended this workshop on our behalf. Various resources were available and guidance given on various ways of publicising Amnesty and Human Rights e.g. media releases, stunts, street theatre(!), ways of practising arguments. 
· Amnesty has a new campaign on Human Rights in the UK. The Government intends to withdraw the UK from the International Convention on Human Rights and bring in a 

UK Bill of Human Rights based on the International Convention but this would mean that there would be no external means of appeal e.g. to the European Court of Justice.
Alex will write a letter on behalf of the group to the local paper and John would write one to Stephen Mosely sending a copy to the local paper expressing our concern at this development.

Hai Ying would send a similar letter to Ian Lucas the Wrexham MP.

· At this workshop it was also mentioned that AI members would be allowed to campaign for issues and possibly prisoners of conscience in one’s own country. Concern was expressed that this was not necessarily a good thing as the previous ruling had given protection to members. Clarification of this decision will be sought at the North West Conference.

· Hai Ying also had obtained some publicity posters for the group to put in public places e.g. libraries, colleges.

Finances

· The group has almost £300 in the bank. The greeting cards’ postage will use up a considerable amount.

· Laura will pursue doing a bag pack at Morrison’s in Chester and other supermarkets. Alex will enquire at Morrison’s in Saltney and Hai Ying will contact ASDA and others in Wrexham.

Amnesty UK Finances

· Amnesty UK is experiencing financial difficulties and is therefore intending to make cutbacks in staffing at HQ. Staff had sent out a letter explaining the situation and that they felt that the situation had been handled in an inappropriate way. There had been no mention of these cutbacks at the Annual Conference in April. There have already been two days of strike action. It was decided that Alan would send a email on the group’s behalf to Kate Allen to express concern at the lack of true consultation and disappointment at the process.
Death Penalty
· Letters were written to the Japanese Justice Minister on behalf of Hakameda Iwao who is believed to be the longest serving death row prisoner in the world. There has been anew development in is case- there is no DNA match between Hakameda and samples taken from clothing he is supposed to have worn when the crime was committed.

· There is no further news on Linda Carty and Joshua French.

· Precious had read information on a Japanese woman who had been executed recently.

Burma

· There has been no new action for the Burma campaign. AI has conferred Ambassador for Human Rights on Aung San Suu Kyi. There is a clip on the Amnesty website.
Zimbabwe
Precious updated the group on the situation in Zimbabwe.
· Elections have been called for June 2013 and intimidation has already begun e.g. torture camps, people are being imprisoned without being charged.

· A BBC reporter had managed to enter Zimbabwe to interview a member of the government and members of the public. The results can be seen on the BBC News website.

· AI had written on October 10th Stop the Death Penalty Day to Zimbabwe.

AOB
· Alex had asked the Chester Guitar Orchestra if they would be willing to do a fund raising concert for the group. They agreed to do one in the summer.

· Alex had enquired at the Watergate Pub near the Chester race course if they would be willing to let us a room for meetings without charge. They have agreed to this so the meeting in January will be on Monday January 21st at 7.45pm at the Watergate Pub.
· Hai Ying expressed a willingness to hold a social in December at her house.

Next Meeting
Greeting Cards session Monday November 26th 7.30pm at The Old Custom House Watergate Street. Invite sympathisers!
