Minutes of Meeting of Solihull Amnesty Group 18 November 2013
Present:  Pauline, Bernard, Maurice, Cathy, Philip, Ruth, Celia, David, Janet
Recent Events:
a.
Celia had attended the event in Parliament Square re Syria organised by the Highgate and 
Hammersmith group.  4 or 5 groups were represented.  A petition was organised and there 
was also press interest.
b.
Pauline had obtained signatures from Soroptomists for Write for Rights.

Future Events
a.
26 November
Coffee morning at home of Bernard and Pauline.  10am – 2pm
b.
10 December
Write for Rights signature collection outside Sainsbury's 10am – 4pm
c.
16 December
Christmas Social  7.30pm
d.
24 February 2014
Traidcraft speaker at our regular meeting (note changed date)
There is no date yet for the 2014 street collection.
On fundraising David suggested that it may be possible for Canoldir choir to hold a concert in the Spring from which we could have a share of the proceeds..
Secretary's Report  The monthly action relates to the fear for safety of one of the Russian 'pussy rioters'.
Phil. suggested we should consider a larger event such as a debate or concert to raise the profile of the specific problems or abuses of an area or issue – i.e. Russia.
We will brainstorm this at our January meeting.
Press Officer Celia has placed details of the coffee morning in the Society news column of Solihull news.
Item of Interest
Maurice gave details of Amnesty research in the Niger delta indicating that corruption was the main cause of oil spills, not sabotage as claimed by Shell.  The reason being to blame locals and also to release Shell from the obligation to pay compensation.
Campaigns
Johan Teterissa  He is one of 3 prisoners in the high profile AI ' Help Get them Home' campaign'.  Celebrities have joined this.  Text messages will be used to compile a petition and also Tube adverts.  Also Indonesians have been trafficked to Hong Kong. A report on this can be found on the internet “Exploited for profit – Failed by governments.
Syria We should continue to write to president Putin and the Russian foreign Minister and the UN ambassadors of Russia and Syria.  Phil. will send a group photo on a card to Anas Al-Shogre via Jenny Dixon
