Cirencester Amnesty International AGM

November 10th 2014 at 18 Watermoor Road, Cirencester

Present 
Jean Whorwell, Marina Marvan, Val Hindson, Anne Vickers, Virginia Nicholls, Ros Topley
Apologies Chris Stevens, Nicky Rawson
1. Minutes of the October meeting
The minutes were unavailable.  
2. Matters Arising 
Flag Day raised £360.61 – thanks to Chris for organising this.
3. Combined Charities Christmas Fayre – 17th Nov

This is taking place on Monday 17th November, at the Corn Hall, from 9.30am to 4.00pm (access to setup from 8.30am).

Anne is organising a rota which she will email around to those available.

Marina has Amnesty cards and wrapping paper to sell.  There is a petition for signature and Marina will try and get more torture postcards.

Val to put on website and send email to encourage people to attend.

4. Greeting Card Writing – 10th Dec – Friends Meeting House

Val to order the booklets and to bring the pens, cards, envelopes etc.

All to bring half a dozen mince pies.

Val to do posters and flyers to hand out at Christmas Fayre.
5. Secretary’s Report
· Monthly action – 25th anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child – petition and letters to encourage the USA to ratify this treaty.

· Amnesty Report on the Oromo people in Ethiopia (which Trevor Trueman spoke to the group about recently).  We all signed group letters to the  foreign secretary, parliamentary under secretary of state for international development and Geoffrey Clifton-Brown.

· Southern Region are doing a tapestry based of the universal declaration of human rights and want groups to volunteer to do 30*30cm kmitted squares, each with one of the rights on.  Anne to ask Sophie if she is interested.  Marina to ask Jenny.

· Southern Regional Conference is on 21st Feb in Bristol

· We have received guidance on reporting lobbying costs associated with the General Election (more details from Marina)

· AGM is 18th/19th April in Warwick, bookings open 1st Dec

· Our Stop Torture action is in the Groups Newsletter
6. Treasurers Report
No update as Chris was not present.
7. Monthly Meeting Programme
December 10th – Greeting Card Writing at the Friends Meeting House

Marina to follow up on Stop Torture Workshop and possible speakers on Syria and Afghan Women.

Feb 2015 is the AGM.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm
