[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]



























   Meeting on 14th June 2012
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Notes of Meeting held at Avenue Baptist Church 14th June 2012 
Present – Richard, Martin, Doug, Audrey, Tricia, Roni, Sonya, Paul, Mu and Mike.      Richard took the Chair.

Apologies – Maureen & Steve, Heidrun and Julian
Notes of 12th April Meeting – we’ve received a “thank-you” note for the flowers we’d sent to the Sisters at fresh Horizons;   Mike & Richard had received a response from the Home Office relating to the rules for Overseas Domestic Workers – to be sent to AI UK; Mike had written about the May Monthly Action – no response yet. Richard had put our current address labels onto a supply of visiting cards.
Campaigns – Arms Trade Treaty – see note of Workshop on front page.  LGBT – Richard reported that in the UKRAINE, after the first-ever pride parade had to be cancelled on 20 May, AI called for the Ukrainian authorities to take action to protect the rights of LGBT people and ensure they are able to exercise their human rights without fear of attacks. In LATVIA AI welcomed the cooperation between the government authorities, organisations and civil society in Latvia to ensure a successful Pride on 2nd June – the number of police officers in the street almost outnumbered the participants.  .
Forced Evictions & Corporate Responsibility, Djamel Fahassi, Womens’ Rights and Death Penalty – nothing to report. 
Treasurer – Current balance £427.06. We agreed that Martin would send another £150 to AI UK. 
Fundraising – Mu & Mike will hold an AmnesTea on 14th July – invitations and poster attached: please give out four invitations to friends and display the poster somewhere prominent. Please note the date of Mike’s One Man Show at Hockley Methodist Church on September 29th; the proceeds will be shared with the Church. We need to find a venue for the Art lottery next November - Audrey will contact Cherry at SEC and Mike will contact the Head of Art there. Other suggested venues – a school hall, Leigh Sailing Club, Hadleigh Fire Station. Mike will also arrange a meeting to start contacting artists.
Publicity – No speaking engagements lined up at present. Next event – publicity display in Southend Library 8th -13th October, for which we need to decide a topic. Martin is re-organising the Group Website. At present it is not fully functional but he hopes to have it ready soon.
Secretary  - I have a copy of the AI Annual Report 2012 if you want to read it. There is the prospect of redundancies at AI UK because of its financial situation - some Groups have told AI UK that this should have been made clear at the AGM. If you want to know more go to: http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=12318. There’s a free Skillshare event at AI UK on Saturday 6th October – contact training@amnesty.org.uk if you’re interested in learning how better to get across the Amnesty message.
A.O.B.  – Audrey reported that the Leigh-on-Sea Friends were, as part of their centenary celebration, intending to write 100 letters to Prisoners of Conscience; they would be selected from the Amnesty magazine.
Next meeting – Thursday 12th July at Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road, 
Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX .
Mike Pregnall   01702 204748
.................................

.................................

.................................

.................................
SAMPLE LETTER TO MP

Dear [insert name of MP]
ARMS TRADE TREATY

I am writing to you to about the Arms Trade Treaty and to urge you to write to David Cameron on this issue, asking him to express his support for a robust and human rights compliant Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). As my MP, I would like you to know how important I think it is that a robust and comprehensive ATT is agreed into international law at the UN this summer. The irresponsible and poorly regulated arms trade fuels serious human rights abuses, armed violence, poverty and conflict around the world. We are now months away from negotiations that could deliver a Treaty which would save countless lives; therefore I strongly believe that now is the time to increase the call for a strong ATT - both here in the UK and with international partners.

I welcome UK government support for an ATT; however I think it is extremely important that the UK team are more than just supportive but that they must take a leading role. It would be a travesty if a treaty which does not include human rights was agreed; a weak treaty which is not broad in its scope and robust in its criteria will not protect people’s lives. It is essential, for example, that not only guns are included, but ammunition as well. Guns do a lot more damage when loaded, after all. Most importantly, the world needs a strong ATT that will prevent arms transfers if they are likely to contribute directly to serious human rights abuses or poverty.

I believe that certain countries wish to dilute the treaty to such an extent that arms could still be transferred to states in which there is a substantial risk they would be used to abuse human rights. The UK must maintain a strong position in countering the arguments from these countries; it is both morally and economically in its interest to do so since comparatively the UK already has fairly strict export controls on arms. Therefore a globally level playing field would be a positive economic development for the UK. 

For the UK government to keep up the pressure on all UN Member States, I think it important for Parliament and the public to keep up the pressure here in the UK. I look forward to hearing from you.

I enclose a parliamentary briefing on the issue for your information.

Yours sincerely,
.................................

.................................

.................................

.................................

Dear Sir,

Arms Trade Treaty

Every day, more than 1500 people die as a result of armed violence and conflict. That’s more than one person a minute.

This July David Cameron and other world leaders have a once-in-a-lifetime chance to agree a new treaty which could literally help to save these lives.

A new international, legally-binding arms trade treaty would, for the first time, ensure that the arms trade is globally regulated and that the transfer of weapons is closely monitored and scrutinised.

But this new law can only prove effective if it includes the essential principle that stops weapons ending up in places where there’s a strong chance that they could be used to fuel atrocities. And of course, it must include all weapons and munitions which can be used for military and security purposes.

A member of Southend Amnesty Group is meeting James Duddridge MP to ask him to urge the Prime Minister to make the call for the strongest possible treaty at the United Nations this July. Other members of the Group are writing to their MP about the Treaty.

The lobbying of the Prime Minister is crucial; the UK has a vital role to play in creating a bulletproof arms trade treaty.

In the time it’s taken you to read this, about two people have died armed violence and conflict.

David Cameron’s decision this July is literally a matter of life and death. Let’s make sure he makes the right choice. 

To find out more and to take action, visit www.amnesty.org.uk/arms.

.

Yours sincerely
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Arms Trade Treaty


The major part of our meeting was taken up with a workshop on the Arms Trade Treaty Campaign, led by AI UK trainer Sarah Oliver. We learnt about the history of the campaign and its objectives – we also learnt some startling facts such as that two bullets are made every year for each person in the world. Negotiations on the Treaty culminate next month at the United Nations and campaigning is continuing to ensure that it turns out to be a strong Treaty. Action by AI and others has already firmed up the UK government’s stance and AI wants to ensure that it doesn’t weaken. You can find more about the campaign at


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=10079" �http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=10079� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.controlarms.org/home" �http://www.controlarms.org/home�


Doug has a meeting soon with James Duddridge MP and you can write to your MP using the attached sample letter; if you feel that you want to call on your MP I can provide guidelines on what to say. There’s also a sample letter for you to write to the local press. Tricia is going to write to all the local papers so a few more letters might encourage them to publish one.


Monthly Action


AI UK’s June Monthly Action for Groups relates to the Olympics and the Bhopal disaster – the connection being that Dow Chemicals, who took over the company responsible for the disaster, Union Carbide,   an “Official Olympic Partner”. Dow deny any responsibility for the disaster and AI  want us to write to Lord Coe to try to persuade him to retract the London Organising Committee’s defence of Dow, hopefully adding to the pressure on the company to remediate the contaminated site and adequately compensate victims. Further details and sample letters at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=10046" �http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=10046�
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EARLY


WARNING!!





Mike’s One Man Show!


Saturday 29th September





A concert in Hockley & Hawkwell Methodist Church Hall, Main Road Hockley SS5 4QY


 


A vast range of entertainment!!





£10 inc. Hot Supper


Unwaged £6





Proceeds to AI Southend 


& Hockley & Hawkwell Meths.





Join us to drink tea


(and coffee!) and raise money for human rights at 36 Orchard Avenue, Hockley on Saturday 14th July 2:30 – 5:00pm





Tea (English Breakfast, Darjeeling, China Yunan, Fruit Tea, Mint Tea), coffee, juice, biscuits, cake .......





Donations to Southend Amnesty Group
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