NOTES OF AMNESTY MEETING: LAMBETH/ WANDSWORTH
FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE, ROUPELL ESTATE
5 July 2016
Present:  Anita, Jon, Linda, Luke, Natasha, Peter, Ros, Rosa, Tinno, Tudor 

	1
	CASE FILE: BRAZIL
	

	
	Amnesty now has an office in Rio, opened in 2012 and staffed exclusively by Brazilians.  Brazil is a very unequal society and a very violent one.  This is very apparent in the case file that Linda has agreed to pursue.    The first action is to write to relevant authorities calling on them to guarantee a fair and timely investigation and to bring to justice those responsible for the killings of Jorge Lazaro’s sons, Ricardo dos Santos and Enio dos Santos.  This ties in with the Black Lives Matter campaign.
Linda will report on progress at future meetings and this is an issue we can use at the Lambeth Country Show.

We signed letters to the Governor of Bahia State and the Brazilian Ambassador in London.
	Linda Ros

	
	
	

	2
	LAMBETH COUNTRY SHOW
	

	
	Ros is still in discussion with the organisers about our cancelling the Sunday stall and the downmarket nature of our gazebo.  Volunteers are needed for two-hour shifts on the Saturday.
	ALL

	
	
	

	3
	EMBASSY CRAWL
	

	
	This is where we take an Amnesty campaign to central London embassies.  This year it will be the People On The Move campaign, due to be launched in September (we think).
As usual we have a problem with the date and 17 September is no longer possible because of the Welcome Refugees march that day.  So the provisional date has become Saturday 1 October and Jon will organise a meeting of the organising group asap.
	[
Jon

	
	
	

	4
	FILM NIGHT
	

	
	We had hoped to show In This World (a film about refugees and people smuggling and so on) to publicise the Amnesty campaign and the Embassy Crawl.  Tudor will pursue The Exhibit for an appropriate date in (late?) September.
	Tudor

	
	
	

	5
	FORTHCOMING EVENTS
	

	[i]
	17 September: Welcome Refugees march
	

	[ii]
	22 October: skillshare workshop on the Refugees campaign (at AIUK HQ).
	

	
	
	

	6
	FUTURE MEETINGS
	

	
	Tuesday 23 August:
Clapham Common for a picnic

Tuesday 13 September:
 Friends Meeting House

Tuesday 18 October:
a training workshop on campaigning to defend the Human 


Rights Act.  Venue to be confirmed.
Tuesday 15 November:
Friends Meeting House
	

	
	
	

	7
	FUTURE VENUES
	

	
	This was our first meeting at the Friends Meeting House.  It is very close to northbound and southbound bus stops (Holmewood Road) and, once you enter the Roupell Estate, there is a huge (and I mean huge!) sign directing you to the location.  The room itself was cosy, perhaps a shade too small if we are to expand.  There are two other downsides to overcome: the cost (-£15, less than Brixton Recreation Centre but the money still has to be found) and the lack of media facilities should a speaker want to make a presentation or show a video.  
Brixton Rec is no longer available as the conference room has been converted into offices and The Exhibit is Balham is not really suited to a public meeting, though it probably would do for letter-writing or the greetings card campaign.
	

	
	
	

	8
	BREXIT
	

	
	We had a brief discussion about the implications of Brexit – rise in hate crime etc etc.  Although apparently Theresa May no longer intends to push for withdrawal from the European Court of Human Rights, there will be pressure in this area and hence our contribution with the workshop on 18 October (see 6 above).
	


Peter Martin
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