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DECEMBER 2013 NEWSLETTER

Write for Rights card and letter-writing event on Saturday 14th December

Our December meeting is the Write for Rights card and letter-writing event on Saturday 14th December - see attached poster for details and if can't come but would like to make a donation to postage costs (minimum airmail overseas is currently 88p) please send it to 36 Orchard Avenue, Hockley Essex SS5 5BE  (cheques payable to Southend Amnesty Group) 
There is no meeting on Thursday 12th December; the next meeting after the Write for Rights card and letter-writing event is on Thursday 9th January 2014 at Avenue Baptist Church when the AI UK Burma Co-ordinator , Tony Fairman, will be telling us about campaigning on human rights matters in Burma.
As we haven't had an ordinary meeting for a while, if you want to take part in some letter-writing, details of an action on Burma and AI UK’s Monthly Actions can be found below.

 Keep writing!
BURMA

133 Civil Society organisations representing 15 of Burma’s ethnic nationalities have written to Barack Obama, David Cameron and Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbot, voicing their concern about the Burmese leadership’s plans to engage with the Burmese Military.

Their letter outlines 3 major courses of action as recommended by the civic organisations:

· To stop all subsequent attacks throughout the country

· For all the Burmese government to commit to a zero tolerance policy and acknowledge past breaches of human rights.

· For the military to set up an independent military police force that will proceed in the investigation of human rights abuses – committed by soldiers. 

Bauk Ja is the current focus of Burma Campaign UK tand political prisoner of the month. Bauk Ja is being detained in Hpakant Township – Karmine Ward. As a member of the National Democratic Force (NDF) political party – she has campaigned for farmers rights. 

She is currently facing jail with 3 different counts including – “Section 304(a) of the Penal Code, causing death by negligence, the Medical Council Act: Section 41, for possession of medical equipment not registered with the Medical Council, and Section 33, for illegal possession of medicine. Her lawyer said if she is found guilty, she could be sentenced to 7 to 10 years imprisonment under section 304(a) alone.
Here is a link to the Burma UK’s website with more details and a letter to be sent to the Burmese President:

http://www.burmacampaign.org.uk/index.php/campaigns/actions/free-political-prisoners/email-president-thein-sein
Justice for Hakamada – sign a petition on his behalf
Hakamada is 77. He's the world's longest-serving death row prisoner. After 47 years he continues to await execution every day.  New DNA evidence could finally prove his claims right. Hakamada's hearing starts in just over 2 weeks and Amnesty is collecting signatures on a petition that will be handed in by Amnesty Japan to lobby the prosecutor not to block his appeal for retrial. If Hakamada is successful his retrial could begin next year. Ask Japan to grant him a retrial. You can find more details of his circumstances and you can add your name to the petition on his behalf to Shizuoka District’s Chief Public Prosecutor at:


https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/justice-hakamada
Putin: Stop the crackdown
The space for freedom of assembly, association and expression is rapidly shrinking in Russia. Sign the AI petition and call on President Putin to end the attack on civil society. Your signature could tip the scales and lead to positive changes to human rights in Russia. Print it off, get as many signatures as you can and return it to me at 36 Orchard Avenue, Hockley SS5 5BE.  

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/sites/default/files/write_for_rights_2013_the_bolotnaya_three_1.pdf
PROTESTERS HELD FOR OVER A YEAR

Vladimir Georgievich Akimenkov, Artiom Victorovich Saviolov and Mikhail Aleksandrovich Kosenko were detained during the protest against Vladimir Putin’s rule in Bolotnaya Square, Moscow, on 6 May 2012. Although they were briefly released, the trio were arrested again the following month and charged with participating in a ‘mass riot’; Artiom and Mikhail are also accused of using force against police officers. Since then the men have been held in custody, which is taking a toll on their health. All three firmly deny the charges and video footage supports their claims. The police statements against Vladimir and Artiom have changed substantially since the protests, and the officer allegedly beaten by Mikhail later said he had never seen him before.
Urge Prosecutor General Yurii Yakovlevich Chaika to ensure prompt and fair trials for Vladimir Georgievich Akimenkov, Artiom Victorovich Saviolov and Mikhail Aleksandrovich Kosenko.

Write to: Prosecutor General of the Russian Federation

Prosecutor General’s Office

ul. B. Dmitrovka, d.15a

125993 Moscow GSP- 3

Russian Federation

Salutation: Dear Prosecutor General
In your letter:

Urge him to ensure prompt and fair trials for Vladimir Georgievich Akimenkov, Artiom Victorovich Saviolov and Mikhail Aleksandrovich Kosenko. They should be released on bail for the duration of their trials.
Mike Pregnall   

01702 204748
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