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His Excellency Dr Emmanuel Uduaghan  
Governor of Delta State

Your Excellency,

I call on you to:

•	Commute Moses Akatugba’s death sentence.

•	Institute an independent investigation into his  
allegations of torture.

Yours sincerely,

Name

Country

Moses 
Fingernails torn 
off with pliers

On 27 November 2005, while awaiting his exam 
results, 16-year-old Moses Akatugba was arrested 
by the Nigerian army, shot in the hand, and charged 
with stealing mobile phones. After being transferred 
to a police station, Moses says he was beaten with 
machetes and batons and had his finger and toe 
nails torn off with pliers to force him to sign two 
‘confessions’. After eight years in prison he was 
sentenced to death by hanging. Moses is currently 
on death row. 

All over the world governments are torturing 
people like you and me. Thirty years ago Amnesty 
International helped to secure an historic global ban. 
But the governments that signed up to it have failed 
to live up to their promises. They still use torture to 
obtain ‘confessions’, silence opposition – or simply 
to punish. 

S
to

p
T0

5 
www.amnesty.org.uk/stoptorture


