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October 2012
Dear Chief Minister,

Re: KARTAM JOGA

I would like to draw your attention to the plight of a human rights activist, Kartam Joga. This member of the Communist Party of India is currently on remand in Jagdalpur jail, having been accused of offences including murdering a state official. If he is convicted, he could be executed.

I understand that Kartam Joga, as a human rights activist, has helped record no less than 500 extrajudicial killings and the destruction of Adivasi villages. He began his campaign to expose these alleged violations in 2005. Human rights groups believe that the charges against him are politically inspired and that he is a Prisoner of Conscience.

Kartam Joga was reportedly sent to prison as a punishment for his petition to the Supreme Court demanding accountability for human rights abuses. He has subsequently been found to be innocent of three of the four charges against him. Regrettably, proceedings in the fourth case have been constantly delayed, and he continues to be imprisoned.

I earnestly request you to approve the immediate, unconditional release of Kartam Joga and that the charges against him will be withdrawn without delay.

Yours sincerely,

