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Meeting on 12th February at Avenue Baptist Church

There were 6 of us at the meeting. We spent quite a while discussing the Monthly Action “”My Body My Rights – Valentine’s Day” (send a fun Valentines card to engage people to talk about sexual and reproductive rights as human rights; was it because this was an all-male meeting that there was no enthusiasm for this!!??) with which we decided not to engage and the General Election Human Rights Campaign in which we will take part at least so far a writing to the candidates about Human Rights. The lists of prospective Parliamentary Candidates for the four local constituencies will be collected for the next meeting – Rochford & Southend East, Southend West, Rayleigh & Wickford and Castle Point.
As previously reported, Dr Tun Aung was released towards the end of January so we are now applying for another Individual at Risk case. We will however keep involved in the Burma Campaign and at the meeting wrote letters on behalf of Brang Shawng in Burma who had been arrested for campaigning for the an investigation into the role of the army in the death of his daughter. AI UK has informed us that he has been tried and given a 6 month sentence but released in view of the time he has already spent in detention. 
Present: Dick, Andrew, Doug, Steve, Martin & Mike.
Apologies:  Richard, Heidrun, Maureen, Muriel and Tricia
Treasurer: Balance in the account - £154.83 – but expenditure so far this year £52.99.
Business
· We completed the annual Groups’ Planning Pack- we’ll apply for a replacement Individual a Risk case and take on Urgent Actions again. There aren’t any other options but it seems that tactical” campaigns like Women’s’ Rights, arms control and economic affairs are still active as well as the “key” campaigns - the Human Rights and General Election Campaign, Stop Torture  and My Body My Rights.
· Mike will pass on the annual Financial Return form to Heidrun
· There is an offer of help from AI UK in the use of Social Media – Martin will follow this up
· There was a glossy brochure in the Monthly mailing about campaigning on Womens’ Rights in Afghanistan; this has been passed to Maureen
· We’ve obtained a good supply of airmail letter paper and envelopes for a reasonable price
AOB: Next meeting: 12th March, 7:30pm at Avenue Baptist Church – Group AGM. 

Mike Pregnall
01702 204748


DON’T FORGET


Shami Chakrabarti


at


The Forum


Elmer Square


Southend on Sea 


SS1 1NE 





Sunday 1 March 2015


2:30pm - 4:30pm





Essex Book Festival 2015 Launch of her book “On Liberty”





Tickets £7/£6 concessions





� HYPERLINK "http://www.mercurytheatre.co.uk/event/shamichakrabarti" �www.mercurytheatre.co.uk/event/shamichakrabarti�





or 01206 573948








Write a letter - Take Action





MORE DETAILS ON �HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend/southend-group-january-newsletter"��GROUP WEBSITE�





Please write again to the authorities in � HYPERLINK "https://www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend/southend-group-february-newsletter" ��Burma� about the four protesters detained after a peaceful demonstration. Download details from Group Website





THERE ARE ALSO A NUMBER OF URGENT CASES ON THE AI UK WEBSITE JUST NOW - IF YOU WANT TO SIGN TIHE ON-LINE PETITION ON BEHALF OF � HYPERLINK "https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/bring-shaker-aamer-home-guantanamo" �SHAKER AAMER� OR SEND AN E-MAIL ON BEHALF OF � HYPERLINK "https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/louisiana-free-albert-woodfox-usa-angola-3?from=issues" �ALBERT WOODFOX� WHO HAS SPENT THE LAST 43 YEARS IN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT DESPITE HAVING HAD HIS CONVICTION OVERTURNED THREE TIME, JUST CLICK ON THE LINKS.





PLEASE NOTE – AIRMAIL POSTAGE UP TO 10g NOW 97P


Need a card & envelope that weigh less than 10gms? 





Local artist �HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend"��Sheila Appleton� allowed us to produce cards from one of her to use for our campaigning. They can also be used as notelets and can be bought from the Group for 5 for £1 (£1.75 including p&p)





ANY  GOOD  IDEAS  FOR  FUNDRAISING


We need suggestions on how to fund the Group’s activities. Any fundraising ideas? How do you feel about increasing the Group’s annual subs? If you can’t come to the Group AGM e-mail comments to � HYPERLINK "mailto:amnestysouthend@googlemail.com" �amnestysouthend@googlemail.com�











GROUP AGM


Thursday


 12th MARCH 7:30pm


Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road, 


Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX





PLEASE MAKE A SPECIAL EFFORT TO ATTEND. 


We are almost broke so finance is a priority! 





AI UK NATIONAL CONFERENCE & AGM 2015


Warwick University 18th & 19th April


Booking Deadline Monday 2nd March


Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/agm" �www.amnesty.org.uk/agm� for more info








PROTECT

                                                                        Southend Group meets on the second Thursday   

THE


                       of each month at 7:30pm, usually at Avenue Baptist  
HUMAN 

                     Church, Milton Road, Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX
www.amnesty.org.uk
                                                      See programme of meetings at








       www.amnesty.org.uk/southend

