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i
Meeting on 8th January at Avenue Baptist Church

There were only 5 of us at the meeting but we wrote 19 letters between us about cases in Burma and women’s rights in El Salvador, and started off a petition about the trade in torture equipment.
The Burma cases included four protesters detained after a peaceful demonstration, a father arrested for protesting about the death of his daughter and continuing pressure for the release of Dr Tun Aung. The women’s rights issue in El Salvador was the draconian anti-abortion laws.
More details of these writing actions are on the front page and on the group’s website.
We reviewed our three recent events, which we felt had been successful:
· the Stop Torture exhibition which Andrew had organised at Westcliff High School for Girls and had resulted in over 50 Stop Torture postcards being sent via AI UK; Andrew will try to get exhibitions in other Southend secondary schools.  AI UK were unable to tell him what had happened to the individuals featured in the Stop Torture Campaign

· the Display of posters and leaflets at The Forum in Southend; no startling results but a number of signatures on the petition and lots of cards and leaflets taken

· the Write for Rights event. We wrote 181 cards and letters and sent off several e-mails and signed a couple of on-line petitions. We had £75 in donations towards postage but the total cost of postage was £169.
Present: Dick, Andrew, Doug, Muriel & Mike.
Apologies:  Richard, Heidrun and Tricia
Treasurer: Balance in the account - £154.83
Business
· Group finances; we have £154.83 in the account after paying all the postal and stationery expense for 2014, including the Write for Rights event. Postage is our main cost as each airmail stamp costs 97p. We will need to find  some income for the Group such as fundraising events or higher subscriptions
· We decided not to have a programme of meetings and would continue with our present format of devoting meetings to mainly letter-writing. The AGM would be the March meeting

· AI Recruiting New Members Workshop, Cambridge 31st January. Contact Liesbet ten Ham liesbet7200@gmail.com if you’re interested

· There had been a general e-mail from AI UK reporting on some of the cases featured over 2014 and what had happened, thanking members for their contributions

· Shami Chakrabarti is speaking at The Forum in Southend on 1st March – more details on front page (thanks to Anne Brimlow for pointing this out)

· We decided we wouldn’t participate in the Castle Point Show this year

· Mike will order more airmail paper and envelopes

AOB: Next meeting: 12th February, 7:30pm at Avenue Baptist Church. 

Mike Pregnall
01702 204748

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY


Shami Chakrabarti


at


The Forum


Elmer Square


Southend on Sea SS1 1NE 





Sunday 1 March 2015


2:30pm - 4:30pm





Essex Book Festival 2015 Launch of her book “On Liberty”





Tickets £7/£6 concessions





� HYPERLINK "http://www.mercurytheatre.co.uk/event/shamichakrabarti" �www.mercurytheatre.co.uk/event/shamichakrabarti�





or 01206 573948








Write a letter – Take Action





Sign the on-line petition calling on the EU to to urgently close the loopholes that allow people to buy, sell or advertise Torture Equipment within its borders. More info and petition at � HYPERLINK "https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/eu-torture-tools-trade-uk" �https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/eu-torture-tools-trade-uk�





Write to the authorities in Burma about the four protesters detained after a peaceful demonstration; the father arrested for protesting about the death of his daughter and the release of Dr Tun Aung





Write to the President of El Salvador about the draconian abortion laws in that country





MORE DETAILS AND SUGGESTED LETTER TEXTS ATTACHED OR ON � HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend" ��GROUP WEBSITE�





PLEASE NOTE – AIRMAIL POSTAGE UP TO 10g NOW 97P





Need a card & envelope that weigh less than 10gms? 


Local artist �HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend"��Sheila Appleton� allowed us to produce cards from one of her to use for our campaigning. They can also be used as notelets and can be bought from the Group for 5 for £1 (£1.75 including p&p) 











NEXT MEETING 


Thursday


 12th FEBRUARY 7:30pm


Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road, 


Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX








PROTECT

                                                                        Southend Group meets on the second Thursday   

THE


                       of each month at 7:30pm, usually at Avenue Baptist  
HUMAN 

                     Church, Milton Road, Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX
www.amnesty.org.uk
                                                      See programme of meetings at
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