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SEPTEMBER 2014 NEWSLETTER


Meeting on 11th September at Avenue Baptist Church

A successful letter and card-writing evening – we sent off a total of 43 cards and letters
· Cards on behalf of victims of the “Stop Torture” Campaign
· letters on behalf of Japanese Death Penalty victim Hakamada Iwao

· letters on behalf of and cards to Claudia Tamariz, Mexico, a victim of torture

· letters to our MPs about Women’s’ Rights in Afghanistan

More details of these writing actions are on the front page and on the group’s website

Present: Richard, Dick, Andrew, Doug, Martin, Helene, Juliet, Muriel & Mike.
Apologies: Heidrun & Tricia.
Treasurer: Balance £405.79p. Some fundraising will be needed soon to fund letter-writing and, in particular, the Write for Rights Campaign – ANY SUGGESTIONS PLEASE!
Publicity: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to sit at the AI exhibition in the foyer of the new Southend Forum from 20th to 25th October. Martin and Mike will put up the posters, etc. on Monday 20th October and Martin will take down the display on Saturday 26th October but could do with a helping hand.

This year’s Write for Rights event will be held on Saturday 13th December at the Balmoral Centre in Salisbury Road, Westcliff-on-Sea
Dr Tun Aung: Doug reported that there is nothing new in respect of Dr Tun Aung but we are still asked to press for his immediate release. There is also an action on behalf of four other people imprisoned for peaceful protest and we’ll be writing on their behalf at the October meeting
Stop Torture Campaign: Andrew summarised the background to and action on the Stop Torture Campaign (attached) and had obtained more Campaign Packs and postcards. If you want copies of the cards - to send yourself or give to friends and colleagues – or of the stickers and posters (they’re all illustrated on the AI UK website) PLEASE LET ME KNOW BEFORE THE 9th OCTOBER MEETING. Andrew is also trying to get the opportunity to speak in schools.
AOB: Next meeting: 9th October, 7:30pm at Avenue Baptist Church.
Mike Pregnall
01702 204748



Write a letter/send a card





Hakamada Iwao, Japan – spent over 45 years on death row, following an unfair trial – released but threatened with a return to death row. He’s 78. Write to the Japanese Prosecutor on his behalf.


Claudia Medina Tamariz, Mexico – one of the featured cases in the Stop Torture Campaign. Write to the Mexican Government and to Claudia.


Women’s rights in Afghanistan – write to your MP asking that the government maintains its pressure on the Afghan authorities to support women’s rights.





MORE DETAILS AND SUGGESTED LETTER TEXTS ATTACHED OR ON � HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend" ��GROUP WEBSITE�





PLEASE NOTE – AIRMAIL POSTAGE UP TO 10g IS NOW 97P


Want a card & envelope that weigh less than 10gms? 


Local artist �HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend"��Sheila Appleton� allowed us to produce cards from one of her paintings that 


we can use to send out as part of our campaigning. They can also be used as notelets 


and can be bought from the Group for 5 for £1 (£1.75 including p&p) 











NEXT MEETING 


Thursday 9th October 7:30pm


Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road, 


Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX


***************


EXHIBITION OF POSTERS & LEAFLETS


The Forum, Elmer Square, Southend-on-Sea


20th – 25th October


Can you look after the Exhibition for an hour or two? Contact Mike 01702 204748








PROTECT

                                                                        Southend Group meets on the second Thursday   

THE


                       of each month at 7:30pm, usually at Avenue Baptist  
HUMAN 

                     Church, Milton Road, Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX
www.amnesty.org.uk
                                                      See programme of meetings at
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