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Meeting on 10th July at Avenue Baptist Church

As we were unable to get in the Church for some as yet unknown reason we adjourned to The Cricketers at the junction of Milton Road with London Road. Apologies to anybody (especially Martin!) who turned up and thought there was no meeting.
 If this happens again and when you turn up we’re not in the Church hall try The Cricketers  - it’s a convenient fall-back, it’s not busy on a Thursday evening, there’s a public car park just the other side of London Road – and the landlord seems quite happy to have us. 

We spent an hour or so writing 

· letters on behalf of the Group’s Prisoner of Conscience, Dr Tun Aung(see below) to the Burmese authorities and Mark Francois MP

· letters on behalf of and cards to Claudia Medina Tamariz, Mexico, a victim of torture
· letters on behalf of and cards to Moses Akatugba, Nigeria, a victim of torture

Present: Heidrun, Richard, Dick, Steve, Muriel & Mike.
Apologies: Maureen, Andrew, Doug, Audrey, Tricia.
Treasurer: Balance £405.79p. In view of expenses such as usual donation to Avenue Baptist church, the card writing and cost of venue at Christmas and the expected postage, etc. expenses over the year, some fundraising will be needed soon.
Publicity: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to sit at the AI exhibition in the foyer of the new Southend  Forum from 20th to 25th October. Martin and Mike will put up the posters, etc. on Monday 20th October and Martin will take down the display on Saturday 26th October but could do with a helping hand.

This year’s Write for Rights event will be held on Saturday 13th December. Mike will book the same hall as last year.

Dr Tun Aung: Doug sent in an update confirming that Dr Tun Aung has been granted several sentence reductions and now has only a year more to serve. We are still asked to press for his immediate release.
Stop Torture Campaign: Andrew had prepared a summary of action; he has sent off cards to all the cases in the campaign pack and ordered further materials; and he is arranging presentations of the campaign materials at a number of venues. Further action to be discussed at next meeting. SEE FRONT PAGE
AOB: Next meeting: 11th September, 7:30pm at Avenue Baptist Church – there is no meeting in August.
Mike Pregnall
01702 204748



Write a letter/send a card





Dr Tun Aung - at the July meeting we wrote to President Thein Sein of Burma asking for Dr Tun Aung’s immediate release and to Mark Francois MP asking that Dr Tun Aung’s case be drawn to the Burmese government’s attention whenever there is contact. An update and letter-writing guidance can be found on the �HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend/southend-group-summer-newsletter"��Group Website� in the Summer Newsletter Post.





Stop Torture Campaign – at the July meeting we wrote letters to the authorities in Mexico and Nigeria on behalf of torture victims Claudia Medina Tamariz and Moses Akatugba; we also sent greeting cards to both of them. Letter writing guidance for both can be found on the �HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend/southend-group-summer-newsletter"��Group Website�.





PLEASE NOTE – AIRMAIL POSTAGE UP TO 10g IS NOW 97P





Want a card & envelope that weigh less than 10gms? Local artist �HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend"��Sheila Appleton� allowed us to produce cards from one of her paintings that we can use to send out as part of our campaigning. They can also be used as notelets and can be bought from the Group for 5 for £1 (£1.75 including p&p) 








NO GROUP MEETING IN AUGUST





NEXT MEETING 


11Tth SEPTEMBER 





Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road, 


Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX











PROTECT

                                                                        Southend Group meets on the second Thursday   

THE


                       of each month at 7:30pm, usually at Avenue Baptist  
HUMAN 

                     Church, Milton Road, Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX
www.amnesty.org.uk
                                                      See programme of meetings at
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