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Meeting on 8th May at Avenue Baptist Church

The first part of the meeting was given over to a talk by Tony Fairman, AI UK Burma Co-ordinator. He gave us some useful background about the history of Burma and its religious and ethnic composition and some of the recent political events there. Burma was probably the richest country in the region but not since the Army took over – it is in a poor way now economically and politically. The education system is inadequate, opposition has been suppressed, and the Army took care of itself and had little regard to the outside world. Whilst there have been changes (e.g. to the constitution – but 25% of parliamentary seats are nominated by the army) and greater freedom there is still a considerable number of political prisoner and persecution of ethnic minorities and Moslems. Greater change is unlikely to happen unless the constitution is amended – as it stands, with the Army effectively having a constitutional veto, Aung San Suu Kyi could not be elected President. We were told to continue writing on behalf of Dr Tun Aung, but to the Burmese authorities not British politicians. We should write to British politicians about the persecution of Muslims and ethnic minorities. For more about human rights in Burma visit the Burma Campaign UK. 
Thank you Tony.
Present – Tony, Richard, Doug, Martin, Audrey, Heidrun, Dick, Muriel & Mike.
Apologies: Tricia, Maureen & Steve. 
Business Matters 

1. AI Consultation Paper: we discussed a consultation paper intended to help the development of AI’s global strategic goals for 2016 -2019. What do we think are the “big picture trends” (we suggested the international movement of peoples, climate change, globalisation, religious fundamentalism and human trafficking) and what issues did we think AI should focus on (we thought that, in the context of the HDoHR and AI’s core principles, it should concentrate on PoCs, the death penalty and torture. Also that there should be adequate resources at all levels and campaigns should be followed up and pursued with greater consistency. 
2. Stop Torture Campaign: this campaign was launched in May and we already have the Campaign Pack but we still do not have a group contact (see advert on front page!). If we cannot find a contact/co-ordinator we will have to drop out of this campaign.
4 Campaigning – the last part of the meeting was spent writing letters on behalf of Burmese journalists Zaw Pe and Win Myint Hlaing and sent post cards on behalf of Bahrein teacher Mahdi Abu Dheeb. See front page for details.

5 AOB     

· The  AI exhibition in the foyer of the new Southend Forum is now from 20th to 25th         

            October but VOLUNTEERS still NEEDED TO SIT THERE FOR AN HOUR!
· Richard has written to the AI magazine about sexual abuse of boys in Afghanistan.
· Heidrun circulated an advert for some new AI candles – Mike to find out the cost.

Next meeting: 12th June 7:30pm at Avenue Baptist Church – a selection of Human Rights videos.
Mike Pregnall
01702 204748
Annual Subs reminder! 


Please support the Group by sending donation  - cheques payable to Southend Amnesty  - to 36 Orchard Avenue, Hockley SS5 5BE. Unwaged and AI UK members £4, others £6. Or let us know if you want to come off our mailing list.





CAMPAIGNING





BURMA URGENT ACTION – Journalists Zaw Pe and Win Myint Hlaing are imprisoned for criticising education authorities. Details can be found on the group website. PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 13th JUNE.





BAHRAIN - FREE MAHDI ABU DHEEB - a teacher imprisoned and tortured for advocating reform. More details and a postcard that you can print and send off can be found on the Group website.





PLEASE NOTE – AIRMAIL POSTAGE UP TO 10g IS NOW 97P





Next Meeting 


Thursday 12th June 7:30pm





“Film Night”





A selection of Videos on Human Rights subjects, including Burma and the Stop Torture Campaign


Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road, 


Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX





WANTED!


Somebody to be the Group contact for the 


 “Stop Torture” Campaign


What does it involve? Being the recipient        (by e-mail) of information and campaign material and reporting on these at Group meetings. Occasionally you may need to prepare summary notes to pass around. 


More details of of this campaign at � HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/stoptorture" �www.amnesty.org.uk/stoptorture�


Contact Mike by phone or e-mail if you can do it.








PROTECT

                                                                        Southend Group meets on the second Thursday   

THE


                       of each month at 7:30pm, usually at Avenue Baptist  
HUMAN 

                     Church, Milton Road, Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX
www.amnesty.org.uk
                                                      See programme of meetings at








       www.amnesty.org.uk/southend

