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Meeting on 10th April 2014 at Avenue Baptist Church

The first part of the meeting was given over to a workshop on “Adequate Housing – a Right not a Privilege” presented by Liesbeth Ten Ham, AI UK E Anglia Rep and Chair of Cambridge AI Group. It covered the importance of the home in terms of the rights, freedoms, etc. it gives you; the obligations of governments to provide adequate housing; and the impact of forced evictions on people’s lives. Why is it considered a benefit? We also spent a bit of time hearing how to deal with “challenging attitudes”. Thank you Liesbeth.
Present – Liesbeth, Doug, Martin, Audrey, Tricia, Dick, Shazia, Muriel & Mike .
Apologies: Heidrun, Lynette, Richard, Maureen & Steve. 
Business Matters 

1. AI UK AGM – Martin is the only Group Member who went this year. As we hadn’t registered to go as a Group we weren’t able to use our vote. The AGM took place 12th/13th April; you can get a flavour of the proceedings and see the decisions on resolutions at http://www.amnesty.org.uk/2014-agm-annual-general-meeting-national-conference 
2. Group Planning Pack – the annual review of what campaigns we want to get involved in; we decided to continue with the Women’s Rights in Afghanistan Campaign – Maureen will again be the contact on this – and to take on the new “Stop Torture Campaign” for which we need a Group contact; this campaign starts in May. We will continue with our Individual at Risk/Prisoner of Conscience, Dr Tun Aung and Doug agreed to take over from Lynnette as the contact (Lynnette has moved out of the area). Crisis, thematic and tactical campaigns will continue – Tricia is our contact for Zimbabwe and Muriel for aspects of the Poverty and Human Rights campaign.
3. AOB 
· Tricia has written to the Zimbabwe embassy about human rights there – a           

       copy of the letter, which is self explanatory, is attached.
· We agreed to have an AI exhibition in the foyer of the new Southend Forum  

        4th - 11th October. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SIT THERE FOR AN        

        HOUR!
· We signed a card for Richard who is recovering from an operation

4.  Campaigning – the last part of the meeting was spent writing letters relating to   

 Myanmar and the Central African Republic. See front page for details.

Next meeting: 8th May, 7:30pm at Avenue Baptist Church – visit from Tony Fairman, AI UK Burma/Myanmar Co-ordinator.
Mike Pregnall   

01702 204748
Annual Subs reminder! Please support the Group by sending a cheque payable to Southend Amnesty to 36 Orchard Avenue, Hockley SS5 5BE. Unwaged and AI UK members £4, others £6. Or let us know if you want to come off our mailing list.





CAMPAIGNING





Myanmar – urgent action on behalf of detained journalist Lu Maw Naing, who is on trial in connection with his journalistic activities. He is unwell in prison, where he has been held since January. Please write on his behalf, before 20th May, to the Myanmar Attorney General. Click � HYPERLINK "https://www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend/april-2014-newsletter" ��HERE� to access details and addresses.





Central African Republic – a country where the human rights situation is dire and the weakness or absence of government security, health, education, and agricultural services has created a complex humanitarian emergency This is AI UK’s April Monthly Action - please write to President Obama, asking him to take steps to stop the forced exodus of Muslim communities and to ensure the protection of civilians by using his influence in the United Nations. More details on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/ASA16/004/2014/en/0d4f088c-d3df-476a-a72a-fefbf7ec1a69/asa160042014en.html" ��AI� website and a draft letter � HYPERLINK "https://www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend/april-2014-newsletter" ��HERE� on the Group website.





Zimbabwe – please write to the Zimbabwe Ambassador asking that – on the anniversary of independence (18th April) – the country strives to bring human rights and social justice to all its citizens. Follow � HYPERLINK "https://www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend/april-2014-newsletter" ��THIS LINK� for a draft letter and more details on the Group website.
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Next Meeting Thursday 8th May at 7:30pm


Tony Fairman, AI UK Burma/Myanmar 


Co-ordinator talking about Burma and


 Dr Tun Aung


Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road, 


Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX





WANTED!


Somebody to be the Group’s contact for the 


 “Stop Torture” Campaign


What does it involve? Being the recipient        (by e-mail) of information and campaign material and reporting on these at Group meetings. Occasionally you may need to prepare summary notes to pass around members.


More details of of this campaign at � HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/stoptorture" �www.amnesty.org.uk/stoptorture�


Contact Mike by phone or e-mail if you can do it.








PROTECT

                                                                        Southend Group meets on the second Thursday   

THE


                       of each month at 7:30pm, usually at Avenue Baptist  
HUMAN 

                     Church, Milton Road, Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX
www.amnesty.org.uk
                                                      See programme of meetings at
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