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Meeting on 12th September 2013 at Avenue Baptist Church
Present – Heidrun, Steve, Maureen, Doug, Martin, Shazia, Lynnette, Mike & Muriel

We started off with tea and coffee (and biscuits!) and writing letters on behalf of Herman Wallace, a 71-year old death row prisoner in Louisiana. Find out more about him on the front page.

Apologies: Richard & Tricia.
Treasurer: In July 2013 – the accounts balance stood at £756.90. The AI UK affiliation fee has been paid and so on 12th September 2013 the balance stands at £684.90. The Group is now affiliated until August 2014
Campaigns: Women’s rights, LGB, Forced Evictions and Corporate Responsibility - nothing to report. Zimbabwe – Tricia had a couple of letters published in the Echo about the Zimbabwean election. The Campaign material for this had arrived only a couple of days before the election so we had no time to use it. Mike to complain to AI UK (Kate Allen?) about the waste of money, etc.
Discussion about our involvement in Burma campaigning. Agreed to take on a general letter writing campaign and a Prisoner of Conscience, Dr Tun Aung; Lynnette will look after  Burma matters and set up letter writing for the next meeting. Write for Rights (aka Greeting Cards for Prisoners) – venue needed for this annual event that is usually arranged as close to the 10th December as possible. Mike has the order form for materials. AI UK Monthly action: Azerbaijan – we are asked to send letters on behalf of 14 Prisoners of Conscience requesting their fair treatment. Go to AI UK website for details 

Fundraising: A joint fundraising event is being arranged in conjunction Southend Cat Protection - a meal at East in Alexandra Street, Southend on 7th November 2013. The timing is 7pm for a 7.30pm start. The cost is £15.00. The actual charitable cost is £9.00, so there is £6.00 to be made on each ticket. Please invite as many friends as you can! Let Maureen (01702 471191) know if you‘re coming. (subsequent to the meeting we learnt that because of other commitments, Southend Cat Protection couldn’t join us on this occasion).
Steve has the new AI UK Catalogue – Mike has extra copies and it can also be found on line HERE. If you want to order anything for Christmas please get in touch with him (01702 471191) by the November meeting. The Group gets a bit of commission on sales.
Publicity The new Library will be open on 30th September. There will be an opportunity to have an exhibition there. Mike to get in touch.
Talks for schools and voluntary groups - Amnesty can provide speaker training and Mike will request a trainer for a future meeting.

We discussed venues for future meetings – the Balmoral Centre (Lynnette to investigate), St John’s Church (Mu), and the new Library (Mike) but decided on The Cricketers Public House on the London Road, Westcliff-on-Sea for the next meeting on 10th October
Monthly Action - 
Secretary. Some re-arrangement of meeting programme needed as Burma Co-ordinator Tony Fairman can’t make the October meeting. Liesbeth Ten Ham will be coming on the 13th February 2013, to give a talk in relation to ‘Adequate Housing – a right, not a privilege’. This will form part of the ‘Forced Evictions’ campaign. Note AI UK statement on Syria.
AOB: Heidrun gave Mike the Group’s historical Archive – and her apologies or the next meeting!
Next meeting: 10th October 2013 @ The Cricketer Public House.

Mike Pregnall   
01702 204748
P.S. Thanks to Lynnette for taking the notes of the meeting
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Next Meeting Thursday 10th October


The � HYPERLINK "%3ciframe%20width=%22425%22%20height=%22350%22%20frameborder=%220%22%20scrolling=%22no%22%20marginheight=%220%22%20marginwidth=%220%22%20src=%22https:/maps.google.co.uk/maps?f=q&amp;source=s_q&amp;hl=en&amp;geocode=&amp;q=228+London+Rd,+Westcliff-on-Sea+SS0+7JG&amp;sll=51.539849,0.696816&amp;sspn" ��Cricketers� Public House,


228 London Road,


Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JG


Letter-writing to Burma, including 


Dr Tun Aung, and Sri Lanka, 








Control and click to find us on Facebook








Liesbeth ten Ham is running the Royal Parks Half Marathon on 6th October 2013 for Amnesty. Please sponsor her at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.justgiving.com/Liesbeth-ten-Ham" \t "_blank" �http://www.justgiving.com/Liesbeth-ten-Ham�








CAMPAIGNING


Herman Wallace – we sent letters to the Governor of Louisiana on behalf of Herman, a 71-year old death row prisoner who has spent most of his life in solitary confinement in America, in a cell measuring 2x3 metres. To date, he has served 41 years for a crime he’s always maintained he did not commit – the murder of a prison guard in 1972.


In June Herman was diagnosed with terminal liver cancer. He now only has a matter of weeks or less to live. To call for his release go the � HYPERLINK "http://action.amnesty.org.uk/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1194&ea.campaign.id=21598" ��AI UK website�.





Individuals at Risk – Azerbaijan


Amnesty has identified 14 new Prisoners of Conscience in Azerbaijan, in the run up to the Presidential elections on 9th October. They include youth activists calling for free elections and free speech, an opposition Presidential candidate and human rights defenders. We are asked to write on their behalf to the President of Azerbaijan before the end of October and if possible before the election. Details, including a draft letter and postal and e-mail addresses for the President, can be found on the � HYPERLINK "https://www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend/azerbaijan-prisoners-conscience-0" ��Group’s website�.





REVISED PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS





This is our amended programme of meetings. Some venues are still to be arranged. Meetings will start at 7:30pm. 








WHEN�
WHERE�
WHAT�
�
10th Oct�
Cricketers Pub


London Rd., Westcliff�
Burma Campaign Letter Writing�
�
7th Nov�
Meal�
East, Alexandra St. Southend�
�
12th Dec�
TBA�
Write for Rights�
�
8th Jan�
Avenue Baptist�
Tony Fairman  Burma�
�
13th Feb�
TBA�
Liesbeth ten Ham Housing Workshop�
�
13th Mar�
Avenue Baptist�
Group AGM�
�
10th Apr�
TBA�
Human Rights Film�
�
8th May�
TBA�
Letter Writing Event�
�
12th Jun�
Avenue Baptist�
Business�
�
10th July�
Pub with Garden!�
Letter Writing Event�
�



Group business meetings will still include some letter writing. The “WHERE” and other info. will be notified in this monthly newsletter and on the Group Website & Facebook page. 





Eat for Amnesty (again!)


Fundraising Meal at � HYPERLINK "http://www.east-restaurants.co.uk/pages/find-us.html" ��East�, 33 Alexandra Street, Southend-on-Sea 7:00 for 7:30pm Thursday 7th November. £15.  Let Maureen (01702 471191) know if you’re coming – bring a friend, or a bus load!








PROTECT

                                                                       Southend Group meets on the second 

THE                                                                                                           Thursday of each month at 7:30pm usually
HUMAN                 



                             at Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road,                         

                                                                                                                   Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX - see programme of
www.amnesty.org.uk
         



               meetings at www.amnesty.org.uk/southend or                     
                                                                                                                   e-mail amnestysouthend.googlemail.com

