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Meeting on 13th June 2013 at Avenue Baptist Church
Present – Steve, Maureen, Heidrun, Tricia, Martin, Richard, Mu and Mike.  Richard took the Chair  
Apologies – Douglas
Notes of Previous Meeting – Nothing
Campaigns – Women’s Rights – nothing to report; Zimbabwe – see Monthly Action; Forced Evictions and Corporate Responsibility- nothing to report; LGBT  - Richard reported on events in Zambia, Russia (an anti LGBT bill was signed into law by President Putin, effective from 29 June) and Kenya.

It was decided that we would only have our Opted In campaigns on every agenda and  we wouldn’t continue to run through all the campaigns that members are interested in, but raise them only when there is some campaign or other specific matter. We would also get involved in the Burma country campaign; Mike to contact the Country Co-ordinator and ask Lynnette to be the Group’s contact.

Treasurer – no change since last meeting - balance currently stands at £756.90. 
Fundraising – Maureen will arrange a meal in November, possibly at East.
Publicity – Tricia has had another letter published in the Evening Echo, this time about the Zimbabwe election and Amnesty’s campaign relating to it.
Secretary – Mike reported the death of a former member, Cherry Etherington – a message of sympathy had been sent to her son.  Erika Storey-Reader had sent a message of thanks for the good wishes conveyed after Maurice’s death. Lynette had sent copies tof he minutes she had taken of the March meeting.
Future Working of the Group – Decisions were taken! Following on from previous discussions:
· Meetings will be for a variety of purposes – “business” (finance, planning, admin., etc); letter-writing/campaigning; and public events e.g. films, fundraising, talks, social occasions
· we will only have “business” meetings every two or three months - there will still be some letter-writing at “business” meetings

· not all meetings will be at Avenue Baptists 

· meetings will now generally start at 7:30pm

· one fund-raising event each year will be connected to a particular campaign e.g. Women’s Rights in Afghanistan

· the Group will take on a country campaign – Burma

· we will need a programme for several months ahead; Mike will arrange venues but for specific campaigns and events the arrangements will be made by other Group members, e.g. the campaign  contact
· more use will be made of electronic media for campaigning and campaign material e-mailed to the Group.
Campaigning – as part of the AI UK Monthly Action  we sent off cards relating to the Zimbabwe elections and letters on behalf of  Born Samnang and Sok Sam Oeun, Individuals at Risk in Cambodia – see front page for details. 
A.O.B 
There is no meeting in August. The next meeting is at 7:30pm on Thursday 12th September 2013 at Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road, Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX 

We then adjourned to The Cricketers to practice a social event - again! 

Mike Pregnall   
01702 204748
Amnesty International
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Liesbeth ten Ham is running the Royal Parks Half Marathon on 6th October 2013 for Amnesty. Please motivate her to keep on training by sponsoring her at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.justgiving.com/Liesbeth-ten-Ham" \t "_blank" �http://www.justgiving.com/Liesbeth-ten-Ham�








      CAMPAIGNING


Zimbabwe Elections – we sent printed post cards to President Kikwete of Tanzania, Chair of the Southern Africa Community, asking that SADC tries to ensure that the elections are fair and free from violence. There is an on-line petition and e-mail to the South African High Commissioner (South Africa is the SADC appointed mediator between Zimbabwe’s ruling parties) at � HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/zimbabwe" �www.amnesty.org.uk/zimbabwe�. 


Individuals at Risk - Cambodia


Born Samnang and Sok Sam Oeun were sentenced to 20 years in prison for the murder of Chea Vichea, the president of Cambodia's Free Trade Union. They were convicted following an unfair trial and seriously flawed criminal investigation - both men have strong alibis and there is no direct evidence linking them to the crime, apart from a confession extracted under duress. Following an international campaign the men were released in late 2008. But on 27 December 2012, the Appeal Court upheld the original verdict and sent them back to prison. No new evidence was heard. Cambodia is preparing to hold elections on 28 July 2013. We believe that the authorities are particularly open to pressure in the lead up to this date. Please send a letter, fax or email calling for the release of the two men. Details at:-


� HYPERLINK "http://amnesty.org.uk/uploads/documents/doc_23279.pdf" �http://amnesty.org.uk/uploads/documents/doc_23279.pdf�








PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS





We’ve decided to meet separately for activities like letter-writing, campaign planning and Group “business” purposes and to meet in different places. Meetings will start at 7:30pm. This is our programme of meetings:








WHEN�
WHERE�
WHAT�
�
12th Sep�
Avenue Baptist�
Business�
�
10th Oct�
TBA�
Burma Campaign�
�
Nov�
Meal�
TBA �
�
12th Dec�
TBA�
Greeting Cards Event�
�
8th Jan�
Avenue Baptist�
Business�
�
13th Feb�
TBA�
Housing Workshop�
�
13th Mar�
Avenue Baptist�
Group AGM�
�
10th Apr�
TBA�
Human Rights Film�
�
8th May�
TBA�
Letter Writing Event�
�
12th Jun�
Avenue Baptist�
Business�
�
10th July�
Pub with Garden!�
Letter Writing Event�
�



Group business meetings will still include some letter writing. The “WHERE” and other info. will be notified in this monthly newsletter and on the Group Website & Facebook page. See page 2 for more details.








PROTECT

                                                                       Southend Group meets on the second 

THE                                                                                                           Thursday of each month at 7:30pm usually
HUMAN                 



                             at Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road,                         

                                                                                                                   Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX - see programme of
www.amnesty.org.uk
         



               meetings at www.amnesty.org.uk/southend or                     
                                                                                                                   e-mail amnestysouthend.googlemail.com

