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   Meeting on 9th May 2013 




Notes of Group Meeting held at Avenue Baptist Church 9th May 2013 
Present –, Richard, Heidrun, Martin, Douglas,  Mu and Mike.    
Apologies – Steve, Maureen, Audrey & Tricia.
Notes Previous Meetings – the April meeting was cancelled. Three of us had received letters from our MPs about the Arms Trade Treaty. Doug confirmed that despite the arrangements Mike made with AI UK, no post had been re-directed to him – Mike will take it up with AI UK, particularly since nothing has come to him either!
Campaigns – Arms Trade Treaty – On 2 April 2013, 154 governments voted at the UN to place effective international controls on the arms trade by adopting the Arms Trade Treaty. Djamel Fahassi, Forced Evictions and Corporate Responsibility, Women’s Rights and Death Penalty – nothing to report. LGBT – Richard summarised events in Zambia, Malaysia, Albania and the UK. Zimbabwe – Tricia has ordered an Action Pack for a campaign that will begin shortly and the April/May Monthly Action relates to Zimbabwe (see front page).
Treasurer – we have had two donations, from Pam Thear and a Mr Pettifer and our balance currently stands at £756.90. We had a receipt for a £100 donation to AI UK but we haven’t yet paid our annual subscription – it was decided to wait until we’re asked before we send it! The AI UK Annual Financial Return for 2012 has been partly completed but not yet sent off - Heidrun will send it to Mike for completion and forwarding to AI UK. Heidrun queried the security of telephone banking but it was felt to be a reasonable arrangement; statements would continue to go to Martin because the rigmarole involved in changing the Treasurer’s details at the Co-op Bank was not worth the effort!
Fundraising – It was confirmed that we would not do any more fundraising for the time being, with the exception of a “charity meal”, which Maureen would be asked to arrange. The Art Lottery Project would not be resurrected in the foreseeable future and Mike will inform SEC.
Publicity – Tricia had a letter published in the Evening Echo, otherwise nothing top report.
Secretary – nothing to report as nothing received from AI UK!
Campaigning

We signed letters to the governments of Namibia, Mozambique and Malawi concerning the forthcoming elections in Zimbabwe. We also wrote the Bahrain Ambassador concerning the imprisonment of Mahdi ‘Issa Mahdi Abu Dheeb, former President of the Bahrain Teachers’ Association, who AI considers to be a Prisoner of Conscience. MORE DETAILS ON FRONT PAGE AND WEBSITE
A.O.B 
Martin reported on the AI UK Annual Conference and AGM: a number of the resolutions that were passed related to financial transparency and it will be interesting to see what effect these have. 

We had a discussion about how the Group would proceed if it didn’t fundraise. Suggestions included  fund raising only for our own campaigning activities and focussing campaigning on a narrower front i.e. be more selective and focussed. There was no consensus, so the subject will be on the agenda again next month, when the Regional Rep, Liesbeth t en Ham, will be at the meeting
The next meeting is at 7:00pm on Thursday 13th June 2013 at Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road, Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX
Mike Pregnall   
01702 204748
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Next Meeting Thursday 13th June


AI UK Regional Rep 


Liesbeth ten Ham will be there. 


Amongst other things we’ll be  discussing how the Group will work in the future

















CAMPAIGNING


Two actions this month: 


 ZIMBABWE - 2013 is a crucial year for Zimbabwe - as the country is due to go to the polls. The last time an election was held In Zimbabwe it was marred by extreme violence. AI wants to ensure that this bloodshed is not repeated. In February we wrote directly to three key leaders of the Southern African Development Community (SADC): South Africa, Tanzania and Angola. And now we are asked to write to three additional important SADC targets: Mozambique, Namibia and Malawi. More information, including draft letters, at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=10046" �http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=10046�





BAHRAIN - Mahdi ‘Issa Mahdi Abu Dheeb, former President of the Bahrain Teachers’ Association, has been in prison since his arrest on 6 April 2011. His family did not know where he was for 24 days. He was convicted for using his position to call for a strike by teachers, halting the educational process, inciting hatred of the regime, attempting to overthrow the ruling system by force, possessing pamphlets and disseminating fabricated stories and information, among other charges. He did not advocate violence during the protests and Amnesty has not seen any convincing evidence supporting such accusations, nor was there any such evidence presented at trial. AI considers him to be a Prisoner of Conscience. More information including an appeal letter or protest on-line at 


� HYPERLINK "http://action.amnesty.org.uk/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1194&ea.campaign.id=20339" �http://action.amnesty.org.uk/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1194&ea.campaign.id=20339�





PLEASE SPARE A FEW MINUTES TO WRITE A COUPLE OF LETTERS
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