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   Meeting on 14th February 2013 – Group AGM





Notes of Group AGM held at Avenue Baptist Church 14th February 2013 
Present –, Richard, Heidrun, Martin, Douglas, Steve, Lynette, Eva, Mu and Mike.    
Apologies – Shazia, Maureen, & Tricia.
Notes of 2012 AGM – nothing to note
REPORTS

Chairman - thanked everybody for their efforts over the year.
Treasurer – has completed the AI UK Annual Financial Return for 2012. We had an income of £1,796, have sent £728 to AI UK and had a balance at the end of the year of £776.
Fundraising – a successful year in which we raised a £959.60. We had two meals – one at Pancho's raised £296, the other at the Taj Mahal raised £225; “Mike’s One Man Show” took £234, a quiz night  £116 and an Amnestea £115. Meals are most effective and involve the least work!

Membership – 27 “paid up” members, 44 people in all receive the monthly e-mail. AGREED to keep the subs at £6 pa, £4 unwaged and national members (sub’s effectively cover the Group‘s admin expenses so all fundraising goes to campaigning and AI UK).
Publicity – All Group meetings and events are publicised on several websites including the local papers’. Posters are displayed for all events, press releases issued on campaigns and new media outlets are continually being looked for. Two displays at Southend Library, one at SEC and several talks at local groups and schools. Website and Facebook page developed.
Secretary - Attendance at meetings ranged between 6 and 10, very slightly up on last year. In May we had to leave Fresh Horizons. The Group has been represented at regional conferences and at the AI UK AGM and EGM. We have written on behalf of individuals or groups in 13 countries. That’s on top of the 115 cards and letters sent out at the Write for Rights event in December; the letters written to our own government about Migrant Domestic Worker Abuse (2 occasions) and Asylum Seekers (3 occasions) and actions relating to Djamel Fahassi.
Campaigns – Arms Trade Treaty – a poor response from our MP, but some positive movement on the Treaty and further progress possible over the next few months. Djamel Fahassi – despite the case appearing to have been closed it is still active; we have written on behalf of families of disappeared people and there may be further action later this year. Forced Evictions and Corporate Responsibility - in March 2012, the Demand Dignity campaign was changed and was divided into three separate campaigns, with Forced Evictions having priority in 2012. We completed a Monthly on behalf of the Roma but other issues at AIUK have taken over and also the focus on the Greetings Cards Campaign and attendance at the EGM. Women’s Rights and Death Penalty – nothing beyond a few Monthly Actions. LGBT – a summary of quotes and statistics illustrated the extent of LGBT persecution, but no action over the last year except in Monthly Actions.
Election of Officers

Richard continues as Chairman, Maureen on Fundraising, Muriel as Membership Secretary, Tricia on Publicity and Mike as Secretary. Martin resigned as Treasure and in the absence of anybody to take on the role Steve and Heidrun will look after the books temporarily. “Thank you” to Martin and to the other officers. 
Campaigning

We signed letters to the Southern African Development Community to ask for fairer election in Zimbabwe, free from violence and fear. We also sent cards to our MPs about the government’s support of the draft Arms Trade Treaty at the forthcoming international conference. Mike to order more cards to be sent to Lynette. MORE DETAILS ON FRONT PAGE AND WEBSITE
A.O.B 
Art Lottery Campaign – another meeting needed to take this forward. Mike to arrange.

Arrangements for post and e-mails for next two meetings – Martin will monitor the Group’s e-mail address and Mike will arrange for post to be diverted to Doug.

The next meeting is at 7:00pm on Thursday 14th March 2013 at Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road, Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX
Mike Pregnall   
01702 204748
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AI UK Annual 


Conference & AGM


13th – 14th April 2013 at Warwick University For details click � HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=10159" ��HERE�


AI UK REQUEST - 


PLEASE BOOK BY 1st MARCH








Control and click to find us on Facebook














Group AGM


We achieved a surprising amount last year - we wrote to or on behalf of individuals and groups in 13 countries, raised almost £1,800 and sent over £700 to AI UK, gave talks, had exhibitions and were involved in campaigns relating to the Arms Trade Treaty, Women’s Rights, the Death Penalty and Forced Evictions. 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION OVER THE LAST YEAR AND PLEASE SUPPORT US IN 2013























CAMPAIGNING


Two actions this month: 


 Zimbabwe's 2008 elections were held in the shadow of violence - over 200 people were killed, while thousands more were injured and displaced, including human rights defenders. Now Zimbabwe is due to go to the polls again, the Southern African Development Community (SADC) can help ensure the elections are free from violence and fear. Please write to SADC, calling on them to implement measures that peaceful human rights defenders, civil society and political activists can carry out their work without fear of violence. Details including sample letters on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=10046" ��AI UK Website�.





Last July the world's first international Arms Trade Treaty nearly happened! But on the last day of negotiations, talks fell apart and delegates left empty handed. Then, at the UN General Assembly in October, 157 governments supported a resolution that proposed to finalise the Treaty this March so there is a second chance to finally agree a treaty that controls this deadly trade.  Details of this action including how to lobby your MP are also on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/uploads/documents/doc_22984.pdf" ��AI UK website�.





PLEASE SPARE A FEW MINUTES TO WRITE A COUPLE OF LETTERS











PROTECT

                                                                           Southend Group meets on the second 

THE                                                                                                           Thursday of each month at 7:00pm at

HUMAN                 
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