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   Meeting on 10th January 2013






Notes of Meeting held at Avenue Baptist Church 10th January 2013 
Present – Audrey, Richard, Martin, Douglas, Shazia, Mu and Mike.    
Apologies – Heidrun, Steve, Maureen, & Tricia.
Notes of 8th November 2012 Meeting – Mike to follow up request to Washington Ali for an article on Zimbabwe for the website and also ask again about training. Nothing else that won’t be on the Agenda
Campaigns – Arms Trade Treaty – Doug has heard nothing further but it appears from the AI UK website that a final negotiating conference will take place sometime in March so there may be something to do in the next month or so. Djamel Fahassi – Martin has heard from the Algeria Co-ordinator, Hugh Sandeman, that the case has not been suspended and we have been asked to write letters on behalf of the families of other disappeared persons there. SEE FRONT PAGE & GROUP WEBSITE. Forced Evictions, Corporate Responsibility, Women’s Rights and Death Penalty – nothing to report.  LGBT – Richard reported on issues in Kenya, where the country’s first gay political candidate has been forced to withdraw from elections due to threats and lack of cash; France, where plans to introduce gay marriage and adoption rights were approved in November; and Malawi, which has suspended anti-gay laws and ordered police not to arrest people who commit homosexual acts pending a debate on whether to repeal the legislation. Write for Rights –we had a brief discussion about the card and letter-wring event; in the circumstances (lack of a venue until the last minute) we felt that it was reasonably successful; we need to start arranging it a bit earlier next year i.e. October at the latest, and try Avenue Baptist Church for Saturday morning or Sunday afternoon. Mike to ask.
Treasurer – Current balance £829.90. We agreed to just send our £70 subscription for 2013and a donation of £100 to AI UK for now as we don’t know what the set-up costs for the Art Lottery are likely to be. 
Fundraising – The meal at the Taj Mahal was a success – it raised £161. Thank you to Maureen and everybody who supported the event. Art Lottery Project: Mike & Mu had met the Reception & Events Officer at SEC – we can have the Atrium one of two Sundays in November for the cost of an hour’s hire plus a bit of staff time. Mike still to contact Metal. It was decided that in view of the time likely to be taken up with the lottery project we would “suspend” other fundraising this year – except that Maureen would be asked to arrange one meal.
Publicity – Mike had been interviewed by a couple of Southend High School pupils on the Death Penalty. Please see references to Facebook and the Group Website on the front page.
Secretary – reported correspondence from The Human Beings Project in Westcliff, to which we would not respond. The AI UK AGM and Conference is at Warwick University on 13th and 14th April. Mike has details if you’re interested.

Emergency General Meeting We had a long discussion about the AI UK EGM to be held to discuss finances and the objectives and aims of the organisation. There was no clear consensus  on the issues but a general feeling of unease about the sackings of AI UK staff; the changes to the AI UK aims and objectives; and the financial arrangements in the International Secretariat. Martin, Mu and Mike are attending the EGM and would decide how to vote on each resolution in the light of the debate and the concerns expressed at this meeting. See front page for a link to the detailed results of the EGM.
A.O.B.  – The next meeting on Thursday 14th February 2013 is the Group’s AGM
Mike Pregnall   
01702 204748
Amnesty International
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AI UK Annual Conference & AGM


13th – 14th April 2013 at Warwick University For details click � HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=10159" ��HERE�








Control and click to find us on Facebook








Next Meeting:


The meeting on Thursday 14th February is the Group AGM. 7:00pm at Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road,


Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX


PLEASE MAKE A SPECIAL EFFORT TO ATTEND








Southend Group’s Facebook Page





Martin has set up a Group Facebook Page. The page can be used to keep you up-to-date with our activities so if you’re already on Facebook please “Like” us. If you aren’t, please open a Facebook account so you can see what has been posted - it’s quite easy, takes only 5 minutes and costs nothing and you don't have to use your account for anything else if you don't want to. We also need more administrators to post content on the page and to help administer it - contact Martin on 01702 338455

















AI UK EGM 12th January 2013


You can see all the decisions and background info. by clicking � HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=12402" ��HERE�














CAMPAIGNING





The main action this month was to write letters to the Algerian authorities, including the Ambassador in the UK, about the issue of harassment of families of “disappeared” persons. Full details including sample letters can be found on the group � HYPERLINK "http://www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/southend/urgent-action-algeria" ��Website�.





There is also an AI UK Monthly Action relating to the levels of support for asylum seekers in the UK. Details of this action can be found on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=10046" ��AI UK website.�





PLEASE SPARE A FEW MINUTES TO WRITE A COUPLE OF LETTERS











PROTECT

                                                                           Southend Group meets on the second 

THE                                                                                                           Thursday of each month at 7:00pm at

HUMAN                 



                                     Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road,                         

                                                                                                                  Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX 

www.amnesty.org.uk
         



           amnestysouthend.googlemail.com                      
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