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   Meeting on 8th November 2012




Notes of Meeting held at Avenue Baptist Church 8th November 2012 
Present – Richard, Maureen, Steve, Martin, Douglas, Sonia, Shazia,  Mu and Mike.    
Apologies – Heidrun,  Audrey, Stanford, Helene, Tricia & Julian
Notes of 13th September Meeting – Mike still has to ask Washington to write something for the website. Nothing else that won’t be on the Agenda
Campaigns –  LGBT – Richard reported on the story of David Cato in Uganda and a film about him “Call me Kuchu” which will be at UK cinemas over the next few weeks go to www.callmekuchu.com
for more details.  Forced Evictions, Arms Trade Treaty, Corporate Responsibility and Death Penalty – nothing to report. Women’s Rights – action on behalf of women in Pakistan, Afghanistan and Egypt – see below. Write for Rights – the materials for the event had arrived but the Leigh Friends’ Meeting House isn’t available for Thursday 13th December. Mike would try to find an alternative place and/or date – Friends’ Meeting House, Avenue Baptist Church or Hockley Meths on 9th, 6th or 14th December in that order of priority (as neither Leigh Meeting House or Avenue Baptist Church are available on any of the dates we chose, the event will take place at Hockley Meths on Sunday 9th December at 3:00pm)
Treasurer – Current balance £830.39. In view of expected expenditure (deposit for Taj Mahal meal, WfR postage and other expenses it was decided not to send any more money to AI UK for the time being.
Fundraising – The meal at the Taj Mahal in Leigh is our last fund raising event of 2012 (see below). Progress is being slowly made on the proposed Art Lottery – Mike is to meet the bookings officer at SEC and phone Metal to talk about possible arrangements.
Publicity – Audrey gave a talk at Thundersley Village WI on 30th October and will by now have given one at Shoebury Salvation Army on 14th November. Martin has set up a new Face Book page but it needs more postings and “Likes” – see front page.
Secretary – we discussed the financial problems at AI UK and the proposed Emergency General meeting to discuss a motion criticising AI UK’s management. Individual members of AI can go to the EGM and vote. It was agreed that the Group would use its one vote to support the critical resolution. The EGM will take place on Saturday 12th January. If you want details of the emergency motion, contact me; if you want to be kept up-to-date with what’s happening log on to:-

 http://weebly.us6.list-manage2.com/subscribe?u=50b751656c2c67eabbc538bb4&id=ddd9ff2521
Martin and Sonia are going to the Regional Meeting on 1st December in Cambridge.
 Amnesty are holding a Weekly Lottery – details at:- http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=12357&ArticleID=4157
Amnesty Training is trying to arrange a workshop for us on housing/evictions in the New Year.

A.O.B.  – Next meeting is on Thursday 10th January 2013.  THERE IS NO MEETING ON THURSDAY 13th DECEMBER. Instead please come to the Write for Rights event on Sunday 9th December 3:00pm – 4:30pm Hockley & Hawkwell Methodist Church, Main Road, Hockley SS5 4QY
Mike Pregnall   01702 204748
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AI East Anglia Regional Meeting Saturday 1st December


Friends’ Meeting House, Cambridge. Registration Forms, from Mike, need to be in by 24th November 








Monthly Action


See separate attachments for details of letter writing:


In connection with the Government’s Justice and Security Bill


On behalf of women’s rights in Egypt, Afghanistan and Pakistan











Southend Group’s Facebook Page


Martin has set up a new Group Facebook Page and we want to open it up to other group members. The page can be used to keep you up-to-date with our activities so if you’re already on Facebook please “Like” us. If you aren’t, please open a Facebook account so you can see what has been posted - it’s quite easy, takes only 5 minutes and costs nothing and you don't have to use your account for anything else if you don't want to. If you need help, contact Martin on 01702 338455. We also need more administrators to post content on the page, to help administer it and to keep it topical and interesting. If are up for this, let Martin know and he'll register you as an administrator, but you do have to open up your own personal Facebook account first. Just follow this link � HYPERLINK "http://en-gb.facebook.com/r.php" �http://en-gb.facebook.com/r.php�














STOP PRESS!!


There were 17 of us at the Taj Mahal on Monday and the meal and raffle raised £161. Thank you to Maureen, everybody who supported the event - and the staff at the Taj Mahal who were helpful as usual. And the food was great! Don’t miss it next time!

















Write for Rights


Our annual card and letter-writing event


 (it used to be the Greeting Card Campaign!)


Sunday 9th December from 3:00pm – 4:30pm


Hockley & Hawkwell Methodist Church, 


Main Road, Hockley � HYPERLINK "https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Hockley+and+Hawkwell+Methodist+Church,+Main+Road,+Hockley+Essex+SS5+4QY&hl=en-GB&ll=51.601066,0.651455&spn=0.009756,0.01929&hq=Hockley+and+Hawkwell+Methodist+Church,+Main+Road,+Hockley+Essex&hnear=SS5+4QY,+United+Kingdom&t=m&" ��SS5 4QY� (click for map)


Tea/coffee and mince pies, cards and stamps provided along with details of who to write to - just bring a pen. There is a car  park.


Last year we sent over 300 cards and letters to and on behalf of people whose human rights have been abused. A letter from you could change somebody’s life. Please support this event.











PROTECT

                                                                           Southend Group meets on the second 

THE                                                                                                           Thursday of each month at 7:00pm at

HUMAN                 



                                     Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road,                         

                                                                                                                  Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX 

www.amnesty.org.uk
         



           amnestysouthend.googlemail.com                      

                                                                                                                  www.amnesty.org.uk/southend


