Cirencester Amnesty International AGM

May 7th 2014 at 18 Watermoor Road, Cirencester

Present 
Jean Whorwell, Marina Marvan, Ros Topley, Val Hindson, Anne Vickers, Mike Smith, Lyndsey McLellan, Jenny Bradley
Apologies Virginia Nicholas, Bee Maidlow, Chris Stevens
1. Minutes of last meeting
The minutes were agreed to be a true record of the meeting.  
2. Matters Arising

Marina did not get around to organising pub meeting to review menu of options we will do tonight.

We do not know how much money Nicky’s choir concert raised.

3. Matters Arising from March minutes

Marina has yet to contact Freedom of Torture to see if they can provide a speaker for an Autumn meeting.  We agreed that if we can get a speaker we will hold at the Friends Meeting House on a day to suit the speaker when the meeting house is available.
4. Meeting Venue

We agreed to continue with Wednesday meetings at Marina’s house as this works better for many and our attendance figures have improved.  It is also a more friendly and informal environment.  Val to let the meeting house know that this arrangement will continue, but we may want to use the meeting house for specific events.  Val to find out of the Meeting House is always unavailable on a Wednesday.

5. Treasurer’s Report
There was no treasurer’s report.
Val to send cheques for books and labels (from Dave Smethurst) to Chris.

6. Feedback from AGM

Mike and Lyndsey provided feedback from the AI AGM that the attended last month and at which they voted on behalf of the group.  They updated us on the outcome of the resolutions and a summary of the other activities.  AIUK have set up a new community group to make it easier to respond to the specific campaign ideas that come from resolutions.

The Stop Torture campaign launch is imminent and will focus on 5 specific issues in 5 countries.

We thanked Mike and Lyndsey for their feedback and for representing the group.

7. Menu of Options

We reviewed the menu of options and agreed to opt into:

· Women in Afghanistan – Jenny

· Stop Torture – Marina

· Tactical Campaigns – Anne

· Individuals at Risk – to continue with Johan Teterissa and to request another case in Africa – Val

We opted out of My Body My Rights (sexual and reproductive rights) and Urgent Actions as we receive these regularly already and individuals can opt in separately if they want to.

Marina to send the form back to AIUK with relevant contact details.

8. Integrated Strategic Plan

We have been asked to provide input into the Strategic Plan for 2016-2019 by the 27th May.  Particularly the global trends we observe and where AI should be putting more and less focus.

We agreed we could not do this justice this evening and that it needed more thought and time to prepare.
Marina will see if we can get an extension until early June so that we can discuss at the next meeting.  If we are successful in agreeing an extension Marina will email around the papers so we can read them before we meet again to pool our views.

9. Secretary’s Report
Marina distributed the group news.

The monthly action is a postcard action about Bahrain, Marina has ordered postcards so we can do this next time.

Marina has received a pack on the Stop Torture campaign but has not yet time to read it.  She distributed action postcards from this pack.

Marina distributed a letter for all to send with regards to Congolese men raising concerns that they may have been tortured in Angola and are at further risk of torture if extradited to the DCR.
10. Events
Next meeting – 4th June – either a discussion of the strategic plan (if we get an extension from AIUK), or if not a letter writing evening where we all try and bring one letter.
July meeting – letter writing (if we do the strategic plan in June)

The new campaign on torture starts later in the year.  We agreed that we will try and:

· Get a speaker from Freedom from Torture in the Autumn, and make this a bigger event.  Marina agreed to find out if they can provide a speaker.
· Schedule the new AI workshop on torture once it is available.

We were unsure if Chris or Virginia were organising a Flag Day – hopefully we will get an update next month.

11. AOB
Mike and Lyndsey are off to Uganda later in the month – we wished them well and hope they will visit us again.
The meeting closed at 9pm.
