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September 2012
Excmo. Sr. Presidente Santos,

Re: PROTECT MOVICE MEMBERS FROM HARM

I write regarding allegations of extrajudicial killings, recriminations and acts of violence against human rights defenders. Many of these are supporters of the National Movement of Victims of State Crimes (MOVICE). This organization works to secure reparations for victims of human rights abuses perpetrated by security forces and paramilitary groups.

Families taking part in such campaigns are said to have been attacked in order to silence them and compel them to leave their land. One such family is the Verbel Rocha family, living in Sucre Department. They have, it seems, been victims of threats, murder and attempted murder.

Members of La Europa farming community are calling for the restoration of land taken by force more than a decade ago. It is reported that they have been threatened and that the head of their community was killed in May 2010 in San Onofre.

I urgently request that you set up inquiries into all violence against human rights campaigners, and my sincere hope that thorough steps will be taken to protect members of MOVICE.

Yours respectfully,

