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May 2013
Dear President,

ZMITSER DASHKEVICH AND OTHERS

I would like to bring your attention to Zmitser Dashkevich, a prominent member of the pro-democracy youth organisation, ‘Young Front’. He and another activist, Eduard Lobau, were detained on the day before the presidential elections in December 2010. Zmitser Dashkevich was given a sentence of 2 years' hard labour on 24th March 2011. He was due for release in December 2012, but his sentence has been extended by a year for allegedly violating prison rules.
It is understood that the two youth activists were attacked by agents of the security forces, and the men were then found guilty on the evidence of their assailants. It is widely believed that the evidence against Zmitser Dashkevich was fabricated to prevent him continuing his peaceful defence of human rights. Zmitser Dashkevich is allegedly being held in punishment conditions, with no bedding or contact with the outside world. 
I appeal to you, Excellency, to use your good offices to seek the immediate and unconditional release of Zmitser Dashkevich, and those imprisoned because of the December 2010 election demonstration.

Yours respectfully 

