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SOLIHULL GROUP NEWSLETTER

JULY 2012 
	MONTHLY MEETINGS

These are held at 8pm in the Vestry Room, behind Christ Church, opposite House of Fraser on the Warwick Road, Solihull.  Entrance and free parking are off Union Road.  



	Monday 16
July
	· Amnesty DVD/General meeting

	Minutes David
Coffee/News Item   Maurice


	Monday 20
August
	· General meeting

	Minutes Janet/Pauline
Coffee/News Item  Celia


	Monday 17
September
	· General meeting
	Minutes Rosie
Coffee/News Item  Janet



New Website!
Solihull Amnesty Group now has a brand new website.  Here is the link to it:

http://www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/solihull

Twitter!

The Group is now on twitter!  It’s easy to find, just @GroupAI
Current Campaigns

Solihull Amnesty Group is currently campaigning for the release of Johan Teterissa, who is serving a prison sentence in Indonesia for carrying out a peaceful demonstration.   

Arms Control issues and Laos are other subjects which are of importance to the group and we will soon be campaigning for an additional prisoner of conscience.
Future Event: BBQ on Sunday 12 August
The group’s annual BBQ has been moved from Saturday 16 June to Sunday 12 August, due to bad June weather.  Do make a note of it in your diaries.

BARBECUE
 in aid of Amnesty International

Sunday 12 August, 1pm

26 St Bernards Road, Olton (Warwick Rd end)

£8 per person (main course & dessert), children under 12, £4.50. We will ask for donations towards the cost of drinks.

The barbecue is in a large garden and we have croquet and table tennis. Children will be very welcome, so please bring your family and friends.
Please let Celia know numbers (+ no of vegetarians) by Wednesday 8 August. 

Tel: 0121 706 3856 or celia.rimington@tiscali.co.uk
Future Event: Solihull Fun in the Park – Saturday 22 September

Solihull Amnesty will be holding a stall at Solihull Fun in the Park on Saturday 22 September from around 12pm to 4pm.  Any assistance on the day for an hour or so would be most appreciated.    Contact: solihullai@gmail.com
We will be running a car game for children and asking visitors to sign a petition.  The event promises to be much fun.  If you are not able to help but are able to come along, it would be lovely to see you.

Future Event: Skill Share – Saturday 6 October

There will be an Amnesty Skill share day at the Human Rights Action Centre in London, organised by Amnesty Headquarters.  If you are interested in going along contact solihullai@gmail.com 
We have some very good news. 
Our July newsletter was to report on the continuing incarceration of Intisar Abdallah, sentenced to death by stoning, discussed at our last Amnesty Group meeting, but thanks to the international support and campaigning, the Appeal Court in Khartoum has released her unconditionally.  The news is cause to celebrate, but to continue to campaign on behalf of women who live under the threat of the barbaric sentence of stoning to death.
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Update: Intisar Sharif Abdallah Released Unconditionally without Further Charge

June 22, 2012

Source: 

Violence is Not our Culture / SIHA

Earlier this month we issued an action alert to stop the stoning of Intisar Sharif Abdallah* in Sudan. We are pleased to share the news from our Sudanese sisters who report that as of 21 June 2012, Intisar was released unconditionally and without further charges. Please see SIHA's press release below.

We congratulate and celebrate the work and actions by Sudanese women’s rights activists and their supporters around the world. We also thank everyone in our networks who took part in this global action.

We remain committed that the Sudanese government must reform the penal code in order to honour its commitment to international human rights standards it has signed up to including the decriminalization of consensual sexual relations between adults and the elimination of capital punishment in all its forms. Stoning must never again be considered as a legitimate punishment for any crime.

With thanks and in solidarity, 
Violence is Not Our Culture


SIHA Press Release
21st June 2012: SIHA has been informed to today by the legal team representing Intisar Sharif Abdullah, that she has been released unconditionally and without further charge.  We understand so far, the appeal court of Karari, Omdurman – Khartoum, overruled the previous verdict and ordered Intisar's immediate release, which was carried out in a silent manner yesterday. As it seems, the case was not referred back to the local court, so that this decision will probably be final. SIHA will receive copies of the appeal court's decision on Sunday to comprehend on which grounds the new decision was made.

Intisar had been kept in solitary confinement with her 5 month old baby since the 22nd April 2012, charged with adultery and sentenced without legal representation nor translation. Since then an appeal process was instigated alongside international campaign calling for her released and was joined by human rights organizations inclusive of Human Rights Watch and Amnesty international

As for now, we are first and foremost happy for Intisar, her children and her entire family. SIHA will be further in touch with Intisar and try to support her where possible, and we will continue our work to prevent any woman going through an experience such as this. We'd like to express our thanks to all of those who shared our concerns for Intisar and gave their support in this case.   For more information please contact sihahornofafrica@gmail.com.
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