Cirencester Amnesty International: Meeting on Jan 7th  2013
Present: 
Val Hindson, Marina Bielenky, Mira Marvan, Ros Topley, Virginia Nicholas, Chris Stevens, Dave Smethurst, Ros Leigh, Anthea Steel, Bee Maidlow

Apologies:
Jean Whorwell, Claire Morris, Jenny Bradley
1. Minutes of the last meeting 
Agreed

2. Matters Arising

1. Claire had a reply re the Justice and Security Bill
2. Curry & Quiz night made profit of £1039.60

3. Secretary’s Report

· Group News available
· Jan action: re the level of income support received by asylum seekers in UK. Members asked to send letters to their MPs asking for a review of policy to increase income support to asylum seekers to the level of other people’s. 
4. Treasurer’s Report

· Balance stands at £1070.39
· £700 sent to AI last month, not £1000

· Agreed to send £500 to AI
· Last year (Jan – Dec) we sent £2190 to AI 
5. Discussion of Ciren group issues
· We need a new secretary, and Val pointed out that not having a Chair puts more pressure on whoever is the Secretary. Nobody offered to take on the Secretary position. 
· Most people felt it was important that the group continues and that we have meetings.

· It would be helpful if the minutes could be done & circulated quite soon following the meetings.

· Each member will have to take on more tasks to do with meetings and other things.

· We discussed some ideas eg having one ‘major’ speaker in the year instead of several ‘minor’ ones. Bee will circulate the ideas for members to consider, including whether they can take on anything
· It would be good to have tea/coffee at the meetings so February’s meeting will be in the coffee room – Val will contact Pat Stevens to book the room. Virginia & Chris will do the drinks

· Next meeting will continue the discussion, and have EGM feedback

· The OFS bookshelves, and the website updating are additional tasks which need doing (this became apparent later in the meeting). Marina felt she might be able to take on the OGS bookshelves - although not pick up books from people - and will find out what’s involved

6. EGM discussion
There was some passionate discussion about the issues which have led up to the EGM. Dave resigned from AI and thus also from the work he had been doing for the Ciren group. We considered each resolution and voted on them so that Ros knew how to vote on behalf of the group.
7. Campaigns

No updates given because there was no time
8. Events
Events for the upcoming year yet to be decided – see separate list. 
AOB: 
None
Meeting closed at 9.00

Next meeting: EGM feedback; and further discussion of how Ciren group will manage the year ahead. Subsequently realised that we planned to have the AGM in February this year
