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Film Workshop

Good

Use in conjunction with the PowerPoint presentation.

Before the film (PP Slide 2)
· Introduce yourself

· Introduce Amnesty International 

· Talk about human rights – Depending on the group’s level of knowledge you could introduce human rights, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and its origins being linked to the events in the film (PP slides 11 and 12 - optional). Alternatively, you could cover this in the discussion following the screening.
Background (PP slide 3)

Use the map to show where Germany is.  Introduce the film by sharing some of the background information below with the group, as appropriate.  Additional, detailed notes on the background to the film can be found at the end of the workshop notes. 
· The film is adapted from the play by C P Taylor, first performed in 1982. 

· The film is set in Germany in the 1930s. It tells the story of John Halder, a Professor of Literature, who becomes increasingly closely allied with the ruling Nazi Party.

· The National Socialist (Nazi) party, led by Adolf Hitler, came to power in Germany in 1933 against a background of economic depression and loss of national confidence following the settlement imposed on Germany at the end of World War 1. The party promised cultural renewal based on traditional values with an emphasis on the racial superiority of the German race and military rearmament leading to economic growth. 
· The Nazis suppressed any opposition and on the night of 10 May 1933 university students burned upwards of 25,000 volumes of ‘un-German’ books including socialist and foreign authors. 
· During the years of Nazi rule, Jews and other minorities such as Roma and homosexuals and people with learning difficulties and the mentally ill were persecuted. In 1935 Jews were stripped of German citizenship and lost any government jobs and in 1938 on Kristallnacht Jewish businesses were vandalized. 

· In 1942 the plan for the ‘ Final Solution to the Jewish Question’ was devised. From then on till the end of the war in 1945, 6 million Jews and many others were systematically killed, many in gas chambers built in concentration camps such as Auschwitz.
· At moments of high stress in the film, Halder hears characters singing songs by the composer Mahler (1860-1911) who was born a Jew although he later converted to Catholicism. His music was discredited and banned by the Nazi regime. The band at the end of the film are also playing a piece from one of Mahler’s symphonies.
Questions to think about during the film (PP slides 4, 5, 6)
Choose one, two or all three of the questions. Ask the audience to think about them whilst they watch the film.  These are the questions that you’ll discuss afterwards.  

1. By what stages does Halder become increasingly involved in Nazism?
2. How are you encouraged to feel sympathy for Halder despite the wrong choices he makes?

3. How are Maurice’s human rights gradually stripped away?

After the film

Warm-up activity (PP slide 7)
Ask the audience to talk to their neighbours 

and come up with 

· a question

· a fact

· a feeling

that the film has suggested to them. Spend a few minutes sharing these initial responses.

Discussion questions and possible responses:

QUESTION 1
 (PP slide 4)

By what stages does Halder become increasingly involved in Nazism?
· has to go along with book burning and texts being banned to keep his job

· asked to draft paper on euthanasia

· joins party to get promotion

· given ‘honorary’ appointment in SS

· becomes inspector of institution for mentally disabled

· sent to supervise ‘resettlement programme”

QUESTION 2 (PP slide 5)

How are you encouraged to feel sympathy for Halder despite the wrong choices he makes?
· wife distant and leaves cooking, homework etc to him

· ageing mother to look after

· initially resists pressure form father-in-law to join party

· tries to help Maurice escape on several occasions at some risk to himself

· played as a fundamentally decent person

· being susceptible to influence, not speaking out

QUESTION 3 (PP slide 6)
How are Maurice’s human rights gradually stripped away?
· loses vote and citizenship

· not allowed to employ an Aryan

· no longer allowed to practise

· ‘Jude’ and sat of David daubed on his doorstep

· not allowed to leave the country

· arrested and deported to concentration camp
About Amnesty International (PP Slides 8 and 9)

Give more information about Amnesty International.  You could also talk about your personal involvement with Amnesty, or ask the audience to talk about their involvement.

Take action (PP Slide 10)
Amnesty members take action to change things for the better.  Use slide 10 to encourage students to take action on one of Amnesty’s campaigns. 

Thank you

Thank your audience for their time.  Take questions.  Take action.
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