Forced Evictions
What is forced eviction?

Forced eviction is the removal of people against their will from their homes or the land they occupy, done without allowing them the legal protections and safeguards they're entitled to under international human rights laws.

More often than not, governments and regional or local authorities are behind the crime, and it's the poorest or most marginalised members of society who are left homeless.

Forced evictions are often violent– as their name suggests – with bulldozers, batons and teargas used to move residents from their homes. Evictors often ambush residents in the middle of the night or clear land during the day, when residents aren't there.

Where are they happening?

Forced evictions take place all over the world. Communities are often evicted in the name of development or regeneration. Building roads, railways or even tourist resorts are common reasons given for forcibly evicting people from their homes.

Who's at risk?

For the most part, people lacking security of tenure. This means that they don't have the right to own or occupy the land they live on, under the law.

It can apply to whole communities, like the 7,000 residents of Deep Sea in Nairobi, Kenya, as well as any individuals without official documentation giving them a right to the land (they could be migrants, asylum seekers, people marginalised from society, uneducated and unaware of their rights).

When is an eviction a human rights abuse?

The first thing to note is that not every eviction is a human rights violation. There are clear guidelines in international human rights laws that set out the steps that authorities must take if they intend to move people from a piece of land against the residents' will. If these guidelines are followed and the people affected have been given suitable legal protection, as a last resort the authorities may evict them - and it's legal.


We focus on the cases where evictions aren't legal, where human rights law - at both international and national levels - have not been followed.

