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Current Prisoner of Conscience Dr Tun Aung, Myanmar (Burma)

Dr Tun Aung is a Muslim community leader. On 8th June 2012, the Burmese authorities called upon him, to ask for his assistance in helping to calm an agitated crowd during ethnic tensions in the neighbourhood. Dr Aung was reported to have asked permission to hold a prayer ceremony during that time, offering to take full responsibility for any challenges faced within the group during the process. Despite this sequence of events - later that week on 11th June, Dr Aung was arrested and charged with inciting violence. 

Dr Aung was removed from his home, to a location 170km away from his residence – he has remained there since, with virtually no communication with the outside world. Sittawe is the town in which Dr Tung Aung was arrested and in which the prison he is held is situated.

When it came to his court case, Dr Aung received 17years. He was unable to choose his lawyers and his prosecutors successfully appealed to extend his sentence from the original 11 years – claiming that the initial sentence was felt to be too lenient.

It is felt that Dr Aung’s position within the community – has made him prime target for wrongful arrest, by an authority that is felt to looking for local figures of blame. The fact that Dr Aung has been placed so far away form his home – has meant that he has been able to receive very little support from his family. It has been been reported that the practice of relocating prisoners to far away locations has been increasingly used since 2008 and serves as a method of extended punishment.

In July 2013 a UK campaign was launched whereby AI members were encouraged to send messages to the adult children of Dr Aung, whom at that time, were based just outside of Burma.

SEND AN APPEAL LETTER TO:

Write to:

President Thein Sein

President’s Office

Nay Pyi Taw

Myanmar

 ... asking that he be immediately and unconditionally released, using the accompanying sample letter or you can send an e-mail via an online contact form at :
www.president-office.gov.mm/contact
Salutation:

Your Excellency 







PROTECT

                                                                        Southend Group meets on the second Thursday   

THE


                       of each month at 7:30pm, usually at Avenue Baptist  
HUMAN 

                     Church, Milton Road, Westcliff-on-Sea SS0 7JX
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