Notes from the Devizes Amnesty Group AGM
held at the Lamb Inn, St. John's St., Devizes

Wednesday October 10th 2012 at 7.30pm

Present:  Mike McClelland, Bob Simpson, Gail Foster, Jan Darts, Sally McClelland, Jane Scorer, Judy Bridger

Apologies:  Katie Dawes
Information relating to cases, actions and events local and national can be found at www.amnesty.org.uk and on our local website www.amnesty.org.uk/devizes

Chairman’s Report:

Mike reported that since our last AGM on 12th Oct 2011 we have done the following:

Greetings Card event in Dec 2011

Vigil at the Crammer for HakamadoIwao in January when we floated paper boats on the Crammer.  This event was reported in the Gazette

The Jumble Sale 

Amnesty stall in the Brittox, cancelled earlier in the year due to rain and rescheduled for Sat 13th Oct.  A photo of last year’s stall appeared in Amnesty Group News

This year’s Quiz Night at the Literary Institute in Devizes

Had a film night, when we watched 14 Days In May

Attended a Death Penalty workshop, run by Caroline Butler from Amnesty

Held regular meetings

Started a Facebook page

Kept our website up to date

Attracted new members and increased our mailing list

Raised funds and increased awareness of Amnesty locally and nationally

Treasurer’s Report:

Bob reported that our funds currently stand at £692.18, after paying the annual affiliation fee of £72 to Amnesty.

Our accounts are sent to Amnesty.

We spent £149.66 on stamps and postage.

The quiz raised £175.26.

The Jumble Sale raised £533.72.

After considering forthcoming expenses, an estimate of £200 for cards and postage for the Greetings Card event and £35 for hire of the Parish Rooms, and allowing for unexpected expenses and keeping a prudent reserve, we decided to send £150 to Amnesty.

We have a copy of Amnesty’s current Public Liability certificate, which covers the group for reasonable activity.

No officers or members claimed any personal expenses.
Election of Officers:

Current officers agreed to stand for another year:

Mike McClelland - Chairman

Bob Simpson - Treasurer

Gail Foster - Secretary

Jan Darts - Webmaster

Jane Scorer - Publicity

We hope that Margaret Bryant will continue to manage the Facebook Page

Action:  Mike to contact Richard Heacock to see if he is still interested in being Death Penalty Co-ordinator

Thanks:

Thanks to all officers for their service to date, Philippa Morgan for setting our quiz, Tony Scorer for using his scoring system, Mike and Tony for disposing of the jumble left over from our sale in various ways and anyone else who has helped and supported the Devizes Amnesty Group.

Amnesty:

Amnesty is experiencing some financial difficulties and there is a possibility of impending redundancies in protest at which Amnesty staff in London are today on strike. 

Every year Amnesty holds a National Conference and issues an Annual Report.  Regional Conferences are also held in various locations around the country.  The group discussed becoming more involved in and aware of Amnesty nationally and regionally.  It may be that we send a delegate to the next national conference or that members attend the regional conference.  When we get the next Annual Report we will look in detail at it at a meeting in good time before the National Conference. 

Action:  Gail to enquire about Amnesty’s calendar of events for 2013
Communications:

In order to make savings Amnesty want to know if we wish to continue receiving the Monthly Action by post or e-mail.  The group wishes to continue to receive the monthly mailing as hard copy.  (The monthly group action can be viewed online within the Amnesty website at some point during the month).

Action:  Mike to notify Amnesty that we wish to continue with the current arrangement

The group discussed the mailing list and the Facebook group, which are two different things.  Not everyone on the mailing list is on, or wishes to join Facebook.  Security of people’s personal information was felt to be important.  People on the mailing list need to feel confident that their contact details will only be used for sending information relating to the Devizes Amnesty Group.  The group felt that the Facebook page was a valuable way of communicating and raising awareness but that we need to know that there is no unintentional confusion between this and the mailing list.

Action:  Mike and Gail to make sure they have the same details of persons on the mailing list

             Mike to discuss the Facebook group with Margaret
Future activities 2012/2013:

Lantern parade Friday 30th Nov

The group felt that it would be a good idea to participate in the lantern parade with an Amnesty lantern.  It was also felt that we should look in to getting a few day-glo tabards made up, in various sizes with the Amnesty logo, for this and future events.Lantern making workshops are being held in Devizes before this event but current information on the internet is out of date.

Action:  Gail to find out workshop dates and notify the group

             Gail to find out costs of tabards

Greetings Card event 15th Dec 10am till noon at the St. John’s Parish Rooms, Long St., Devizes

We discussed having a bucket out for donations (towards postage) at this event.  Jane is happy to arrange tea and coffee that morning.  Last year we were sent booklets and publicity material for this and expect the same to happen this year.  The group wondered if we might be able to ask Claire Perry to the event, which might be a good photo opportunity.

Action:  Jane to notify Gazette about the event

             Group to discuss buying cards at the November meeting

             Mike to invite Claire Perry

Jumble Sale, ideally 2nd Feb but if this date is not available, 26th Jan or 9th Feb

This event was very successful last year and we decided to do it again in 2013.  Jane said that there would be some jumble left over from the Xmas Fayre that we can sell and also that the Lions will be able to take any excess jumble left over.

Action:  Bob to book the Parish Rooms

             Gail to send out an appeal for jumble shortly after Christmas

             The group to discuss ways of getting/transporting jumble at future meetings

The Great Crime And Punishment Debate

This will be held at Erlestoke Prison and Claire Perry has expressed enthusiasm about being involved.  The group felt that the debate should be arranged carefully and well in advance so we decided that early July or September would be the best times to consider and the date will have to tie in with Claire’s diary.  The group discussed ideas and who to invite.  A Chair will need to be found and there should be questions from the floor.  We want prison staff/prisoners to be involved and the topic should be relevant to prisoners.  It would be good to have a Minister, perhaps a lawyer and someone from Amnesty on the panel.  We want it very much to be a Devizes Amnesty Group event.  Among the names mentioned were Sadiq Khan and Shami Chakrabati.  Possible topics - to be relevant to Amnesty and nationally and locally relevant - a point from the Declaration of Human Rights, what constitutes fair and effective justice, community punishments, rehabilitation, why we lock up so many people, victims/perpetrators, “a measure of society is the way it treats it’s prisoners”, whole life tariffs.

Actions:  The group to do research individually on possible topics and speakers

               Mike to look in to a viable date with Claire Perry and the prison 
Stall - as this year, to be discussed in 2013

Quiz - as this year, to be discussed in 2013

Possible vigils, actions - to be discussed if relevant events occur 

AOB:

This month’s action was to send letters and postcards to officials in the Japanese government asking for justice for HakamadoIwao as DNA evidence is about to be examined and his case reviewed.  We decided that we would get the letters signed on the stall and give out postcards to the public to send.
Next meetings 
14th November at the Lamb Inn, St. John’s Street, Devizes at 7.30pm

15th December Greetings cards event at the St. John’s Parish Rooms, Long Street,Devizes 10am - noon
