Watford Amnesty Group Activities
Would you like more information?
Have you some ideas for more activities?
Membership Secretary -  Monique Jowers  01923 774621  or sebjx@sky.com
Group Secretary - Margaret Collier  01923 266636 or margaret@thecolliers.org.uk
Our web site: www.amnesty.org.uk/watford - Manager Chanda Shome, chandashome@hotmail.com
December 2011 - Current Activities  
Symbol of Hope
The sun shone and we had an encouraging group of supporters when Watford’s elected  Mayor, Dorothy       Thornhill, planted an oak tree in Cassiobury Park on Wednesday, 23rd November to mark Amnesty’s 50th anniversary.  There is a photo in Friday’s Watford Observer (25th November).
The Mayor said she was pleased that her Community Fund could finance the tree to mark Amnesty International’s 50th anniversary and draw attention to the plight of many people in the world who are suffering torture and abuse. She described Watford Amnesty Group as “our conscience” for the people of Watford.  After the ceremony she joined us in the Cafe Cha Cha Cha and signed a petition on behalf of the people of West Papua.
Meeting on Monday, 5th December 
We are hoping to hear at first hand from Benny Wenda who is currently in the news following the issue of an Interpol red notice for his arrest. Benny who comes from West Papua,  has been granted asylum and has lived in the UK since 2003. He fears that if he travels abroad he could be detained and returned to Indonesia where he would be arrested.
Benny will tell us about the situation in West Papua where the indigenous people are seeking independence from Indonesia which occupied their land when the Dutch left the region in the 1960s.  Benny was a tribal leader in West Papua.  His home village was bombed, he was injured and relatives killed. After leaving university he led a group which promoted West Papuan customs but had to flee on several occasions to neighbouring Papua New Guinea.
In 2002 he was arrested in West Papua and charged with inciting an attack on a police station. He denied taking part in any attack and no witnesses turned up to give evidence at his trial. Nevertheless he was put in prison and eventually escaped. Benny who says he supports a peaceful transition to self-rule in his native land has been travelling widely.  He says the red notice means Indonesia is trying to intimidate him by limiting his travel.
Our meeting will be at Watford Parish Centre, adjoining St Mary’s Church, at 7.45pm for 8pm.   
Christmas Tree for Greetings Card Action                                                                               We will be having our own tree in the Croxley Green Methodist Church Christmas Tree Festival at the weekend of 9th to 11th December. The church is in New Road, Croxley Green, WD3 3EL. On the tree there will be cards with pictures and information about four cases in the Greetings Card Campaign. Visitors will be asked to send good wishes on cards which we will post.  If you can help on Saturday, 10th December, do let Sarah Hagger-Holt know, email: sarah_eve@tiscali.co.uk or phone: 01923 468268



Stall in Harlequin Centre                                                                                                                                              We will have a stall for our Greeting Card Campaign on Saturday, 14th January, in the same area as last year, that is on the Upper Level near M&S and Disney Store.  We will set it up at 9.30am and would be grateful for helpers throughout the day.
Best wishes
Margaret Collier  
