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Film Workshop

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas

Use in conjunction with the PowerPoint presentation.

Before the film (PP Slide 2)
· Introduce yourself

· Introduce Amnesty International 

· Talk about human rights – Depending on the group’s level of knowledge you could introduce human rights, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and its origins being linked to the events in the film (PP slides 11 and 12 - optional). Alternatively, you could cover this in the discussion following the screening.
Background (PP slide 3)

Use the map to show where Germany is.  Introduce the film by sharing some of the background information below with the group, as appropriate.  Additional, detailed notes on the background to the film can be found at the end of the workshop notes. The background here has been kept deliberately brief so that the audience can experience Bruno’s perspective on what happens.
· The film is based on the novel by John Boyne and shows a view of events through the eyes of an eight year old boy, Bruno

· The film is set in Germany in 1942. The ruling party is the Nazi party and Germany is at war 

· During the years of Nazi rule, Jews and other minorities such as Roma and homosexuals were persecuted (check understanding of persecution if necessary)

· At the beginning of the film, Bruno’s father has just been promoted and you will see through Bruno’s eyes what that promotion is.

Questions to think about during the film (PP slides 4, 5, 6)
Choose one, two or all three of the questions. Ask the audience to think about them whilst they watch the film.  These are the questions that you’ll discuss afterwards.  

1. How are people in the camp treated?

2. Why is the story told from Bruno’s point of view?

3. How do the different adults in the film react to what is going on?

After the film

Note: As the ending of this film is quite shocking, you may want to suggest that the students take a few moments to think quietly about what they have seen before starting the discussion.

Warm-up activity (PP slide 7)
Ask the audience to talk to their neighbours 

and come up with 

· a question

· a fact or
· a feeling

that the film has suggested to them. Spend a few minutes sharing these initial responses.
Discussion questions and possible responses:
QUESTION 1
 (PP slide 4)

How are people in the camp treated?  (Brutally or with no respect for human rights)
· Imprisoned behind barbed wire with no trial/ no good reason

· Have to wear uniform and number, have head shaved

· Forced to work, even children, the elderly and the ill

· No education for children

· Beaten on a whim (Pavel spilling wine)

· Overcrowding in huts

· Separated from families (men and women separated)

· Summary execution in gas chambers

Extension question:  The people in the camp have been treated unfairly.  They have had many of their human rights denied.  Which of their human rights have been denied? (You may wish to refer to the notes for Slide 11, What are Human Rights?) 

QUESTION 2 (PP slide 5)

Why is the story told from Bruno’s point of view?

· Shows innocence of childhood, makes us think afresh about what is happening

· Shows contrast between simple humanity of child and adults’ pre-conceived ideas about Jews etc

· Introduces humour (eg relationship with sister, numbers ‘game’)

QUESTION 3 (PP slide 6)

How do the different adults in the film react to what is going on?

· Father- believes what he is doing is necessary to make Germany strong, committed to the cause and a sense of pride in his work

· Grandmother- is clearly unhappy about her son’s job and promotion, so she must think the war/the persecution of the Jews is wrong.  She is willing to stand up for her beliefs despite the fact it splits the family.

· Mother – naïve at first, horrified when she realises the truth.  She shows the most humane response of any adult in the film, but she is unable to change the situation and her solution is simply to leave

· Grandfather – fully supports regime and his son’s work (although he doesn’t know the full truth of what is happening in the camp)

· Lt Kotler – committed to his work as a soldier and demonstrates his dislike for the camp inhabitants through abuse and violence.  However, he hasn’t reported his father for disloyalty to the regime

· Herr Liszt (tutor) – committed to propaganda, believes the ideology (although he has no choice but to teach this angle so we can’t be sure he truly believes it)

About Amnesty International (PP Slides 8 and 9)

Give more information about Amnesty International.  You could also talk about your personal involvement with Amnesty, or ask the audience to talk about their involvement.

Take action (PP Slide 10)
Amnesty members take action to change things for the better.  Use slide 10 to encourage students to take action on one of Amnesty’s campaigns. 
Thank you

Thank your audience for their time.  Take questions.  Take action.
Further background notes 

You may want to explain that The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas is not an Amnesty film but it does portray an important period in history that links to human rights.

Context

The film is set in1942 during the Nazi regime in Germany. The National Socialist (Nazi) party, led by Adolf Hitler, came to power in Germany in 1933 after the burning of the Reichstag (Parliament). The rise of the Nazi party took place against a background of economic depression and loss of national confidence following the settlement imposed on Germany at the end of World War 1. The party promised cultural renewal based on traditional values with an emphasis on the racial superiority of the German race and military rearmament leading to economic growth. Over the next year any opposition was ruthlessly suppressed. The Nazi party ruled through propaganda and fear. Nazi symbols, particularly the swastika, were introduced everywhere. Schoolbooks were rewritten to include Nazi ideas and any teachers who did not agree with the new curriculum were sacked. The Gestapo, the Nazi police, used a vast network of spies and informers to eliminate any opponents of the regime.

Hitler’s desire to expand into other European countries led to World War II after the invasion of Poland in September 1939. Britain and France declared war on Germany and they were later joined by the Soviet Union and the United States.

The 1930s also saw the construction of labour camps, concentration camps and ghettos for the oppression of Jews (who were seen as a threat to the existence of the regime), and other minorities such as Roma, homosexuals, and people with physical or mental disabilities. When prisoners arrived at the camps all their belongings were taken from them, they were shaved, sometimes tattooed with a camp number and given a uniform to wear. In 1935 Jews were stripped of German citizenship and lost any government jobs and in 1938 on Kristallnacht Jewish businesses were vandalized. From 1941 onwards Jews were required to wear a yellow star in public and in 1942 the plan for the ‘ Final Solution to the Jewish Question’ was devised. From then on till the end of the war in 1945, 6 million Jews and many others were systematically killed, many in gas chambers built in concentration camps such as Auschwitz. This genocide became known as the Holocaust.  A determination that this should never be repeated led to the signing of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 (see slide 12).

Fable

John Boyne gave his book the subtitle ‘A fable’ which he defined in an interview as a ‘work of fiction with a moral at the centre’. He said that this also allowed him the freedom to explore Bruno’s loss of innocence without making it a completely realistic novel. Although the novel is written in the third person, it is very much written from Bruno’s point of view, a perspective followed in the film.
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Top Tip: If you don’t have access to PowerPoint, then print off the location map ready to show or hand out to the audience





Top Tip: It can be difficult to manage a discussion amongst a large group of people.  Why not use a signal to show the audience when to be quiet?  You could:


Raise your arm 


Or make a noise with a musical instrument


Remember to explain this to the audience before the first discussion!








