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‘members, campaigning for the #ArmsTreaty
yfrog.com/ocystxxj #UpInArms
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Whilst our event today doesn't officially start until 1pm, some school and university
students have already been meeting their MPs - both this morning and back in their
‘constituencies.

Gary Spedding  Folow
@GarySpedding

Having met @MRitchieMP I can say she will strongly

push for the #ArmsTreaty within the UK government!

Dedicated MP #upinarms @AmnestyUK
132 Al 20 Jun 2012 rom Westminstr, London, United Kingdorn
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Robin from York University group: my questions for Alstair Burt 41604 B0
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Robin from York University group: my questions for Alistair Burt
AMNESTY

A powerful start to the day’s events from activist David Grimason. David's been
campaigning for arms controls since his family were tragically caught up in an
incident in Turkey, when his son was killed by an illegal firearm:

[con@ GUAI ¥ Follow
B @GuAmnesty

David Grimason takes to the stage to speak movingly of
his personal experience with the lack of regulations of the
arms trade. #upinarms
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Sean Comiskey
@snemsk
Listening to David Grimason's personal story from @AmnestyUK's
#Upinarms - A reminder of the reality of the #ArmsTrade

1415 P -20 Jun 2012

W Follow

« 3%

Olly Sprague
@OlySprague
David Grimason's son Alastair was killed by illegal guns in Turkey!
It's why we need an #armstreaty! #upinarms
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Everyone in the room was incredibly moved - hear some of their reactions

Students from Queen Margaret react to David Grimason's story 4404 B0
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Students from Queen Margaret react to David Grimason's story

then read his story below and tweet @amnestyuk with your own

Fathers back gun treaty campaign
! “The fathers of two murdered chidren have helped launcha
‘campaign to cal for ighter global gun sale controls. Oxfam and

Amnesty Intern.
- B2

David's tragic experience has made him a powerful supporter of a bullet proof Arms
Trade Treaty and his campaigning has taken him around the world

‘OxfamLondonSE W Follow
@OxfamLondonSE

here." a Kenyan villager asked Oxfam supporter David
grimason #armstreaty #upinarms
+20 P -20 Jun 2012

verity coyle ¥ Follow
@veritycoyle

School children in Kenya had alarms fitted in the school
soif armed groups were spotted they could flee. Impact
on education bad #UpInArms
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Amnesty’s expert on the arms trade, Oliver Sprague joined David for a Q8A - both
offering some pretty horrific truths.

verity coyle ¥ Follow
@veritycoyle

Oliver from Amnesty "Weapons in the wrong hands

contribute to very serious human rights violations".
#UpInArms #armstreaty
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And those big numbers making a big impact on the young people here.

Valentine Nguhi

#UpInArms because 1500 people die everyday due to armed
violence and conflict....

AYEARAGO

Amy Green

Did you know about 1500 people die every day as a result of armed
violence and conflict? #Upinarms

AYEARAGO

Next up, students tell us about the campaigning they ve been doing around the
country - some great work!

Karla McLaren W Follow
@mclarenkv

Amazing stories from @AmnestyUK and @oxfamgb
school/student groups - flower petitions, letters, SoS
migs, film festivals, BANANAS #upinarms
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Read next page

Did you find this story interesting? Like or comment as 1 already did!

Beelzebub§66 The conference was really fantastic and hopefully the treaty shall be signed! = yez
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If this tank was in your city, you'd want
an Arms Trade Treaty

Posted 27 Jun 2012, 8:00am

By Emerson
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WE WANT A BULLETPROOF )
ARMS TRADE TREATY control Sk [
g«
>
Tags

Ina couple of hours, Londoners are in for quite a shock. We're going to be

taking up a little extra room in the bus lanes with... a 17-tonne armoured

tank. Try getting on one of those with a pay-as-you-go Oyster card.
View all tags

So, I hear you ask, why are we going to drive an armoured killing machine

fight through central London? Related

Sign our global petition - no arms for

Next week, the world's governments enter talks on the first ever global arms atrocities

trade treaty - the first set of global rules to control the sale of guns, tanks,
aircraft carriers and everything in between. Treaties might not be the stuff of
front page news but this is a momentous occasion - it's been over 20 years
inthe making

Spread the word - share our Arms Treaty
graphics

We're going to use the tank to visit 5 key embassies who could be crucial in
the negotiations and take the opportunity to remind them the difference they
could make.

What you can do to support our day of action

« Signand share our pefition
«  Share our ams treaty graphics

And f you're in London, get a picture of the tank and share it on #armstreaty
10.54am

Paul Conroy, photographer for The Sunday Times, is here to show his
support for the treaty. His recent experiences in Syria left him in no doubt

about the need for global regulation of arms. Hear why:

) Uko W Twoet
amnesty

Paul Conroy from The Times on his experiences in Syri... ¥

— 1:19  audodBoo.
11.14am
And we're offl
Amnesty UK & ¥ Follow
@AmnestyUK

In London? Keep an eye out for this tank, we're getting
ready to demand a bulletproof #armstreaty
www2.amnesty.org.uk/blogs/campaign...
yfrog.com/nwzi7osj
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First stop, Parliament Square, to remind the UK Government they ve got to
keep strong in the negotiations. Foreign Office Minister Alistair Burt has
made a good statement confirming the UK want a strong treaty with human
rights atits core, but we need to keep the pressure up and what better way
than with an armed vehicle.
You can do the same with a signature — sign our petition here.

11.30am

While we're outside Parliament in this vehicle, some of our colleagues are
inside Westminster, asking MPs to publicly support the treaty.

First up: Douglas Alexander.

Working to prevent viold

ool

Does your MP support a strong and effective Arms Trade Treaty? We've
compiled responses from MPs across the UK - have a look and see if your
MP s on the list

11:47am

As we head up The Strand, here's some background on why we're driving a
tank round London. A global arms treaty has the potential to curtail a huge:
number of human rights abuses - 60% of the reports Amnesty writes include
the use of weapons. In the last year alone we've reported on tanks being
used to shell civilians in Libya, Syria and South Sudan. A tank driving round
London is a twitpic opportunity. If you're in Damascus, i's time to tum and
un.

Amnesty UK & ¥ Follow
@AmnestyUK

Asthe #armsteaty tank rolls past parliament - here 4
things better regulated than guns. Bananas. Dinosaur
bones. Postage stamps. Plants.
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Noon

We've just delivered our letter
to the High Commission of
India. They're one of the big,

B emerging exporters but they're
skeptical of some of the key
points we want in the treaty.

Notably, their submission to the
negotiations doesn't explicitly
mention human rights, and they don't want parts and components included

12.07pm

We're doubling back on the Strand to the South African High
Commission. South Africa is another key exporter of arms — the biggest in
Africa

Although they're supportive of the global arms treaty negotiations, their
record isn't clean: in 2008, they issued a license to a a Chinese 'Ship of
Shame', carrying ammunition bound for Zimbabwe. That shipment was only
stopped when dockers refused to unload it, sparking a campaign by
charities and NGOs to turn the ship round. Just one example of many of why
human rights-based rules are needed to govern shipments.

12:47pm

The US Embassy is next on our list. They're one of the most influential
states but they don't want ammunition in the Arms Treaty despite having
figorous controls themselves.

But most worrying, the US wants a treaty that only requires each state to
‘take into account factors such as human rights, rather than obliging a
country to stop an arms transfer if evidence exists that the weapons would
be used for serious human rights violations. ‘Taking into account’ leave the
door wide open for unscrupulous states to keep arming dictators with no
recourse. You can help us put pressure on the US by signing our global
petition.

1.20pm

We've dropped our letter into the Brazilian Embassy and are on our way to
visit the Kenyan's, via BBC Broadcasting House. Brazil's President Lula
was one of the first to support an Arms Treaty but they've not been vocal
enough since then, and we need them to step up to the plate!

1.27pm

verity coyle  Follow
@veritycoyle

Londoners react in all sorts of ways to a tank driving
through their city - I like the smiles for an #armstreaty
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One thing's for certain, we're turning heads as we take this tank through
London. Everywhere we've passed the cameras have stopped snapping the
sights, and have snapped the arms treaty tank instead. Good thing we put
the hashtag (#amstreaty) on the side.

1.35pm

We're at the Kenyan Embassy.
Kenya is a key player in these
negotiations - in fact, the Kenyan
government was one of the original
authors of the 2006 UN resolution
which started this process.

Butit's made some crucial errors. In
2008, Kenya knowingly permitted
Ukrainian ships loaded with tanks and bound for South Sudan to stop at its
ports - extremely worrying, given the current instability in Sudan.

5.20pm

The tank has long gone back to it's owners but our day of action s only just
coming to an end.

Campaigners Olly and Verity, our Director Kate Allen and Oxfam's Anna
McDonald have just handed over 17,000 petition signatures to No. 10
Downing Street demanding a bulletproof arms treaty. You can still take
action though - sign our global petition which goes to Ban Ki-Moon, or email
your MP and remind them they can keep pressure on the UK government

Our work in London has been just part of a global day of action - our friends
at Amnesty USA are just getting started with their action in Times Square -
follow the action on the #armsreaty tag on Twitter.

What's next?

And although the excitement is over when it comes to driving tanks round
London, next month gets really interesting as the treaty negotiations start.

Ifitlooks like states are trying to get key parts of the treaty removed,
such as the obligations to respect human rights law, then we'll need
your help. Subscribe to this blog, follow us on Twitter, o like us on
Facebook to make sure you're ready if we need you.

Together we can make history next month. Now that's more exciting
than driving a tank.

Taking a tank to Westminster
from Amnesty Intemational UK on F

About Amnesty UK Blogs
Our blogs are written by Amnesty Intemational staff, volunteers and other
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Have a basic plan before you start – what ‘moments’ will you blog about. This might change – but start with a plan.





Get the key items in the title – for this, ‘Arms Trade Treaty’ and ‘tank’





Top tip – consider trying Storify for live blogging – it allows you to pull in tweets, images, videos and more very easily.





Remember the key things for a blog:


Keep it informal


Remember your readers aren’t experts – don’t use jargon or acronyms


Make it stand out – embed tweets, use images





Show you’re updating it – times in the headers can help





Make sure you repeat your key message several times!








