Minutes  of Solihull AI Group Meeting on 15/04/2013
Present:  Pauline, Bernard, Maurice, Celia,  Janet, Cathy, Philip, David
Visitors from SI : Maris, Margaret

Apologies:   
1. Social Networking Tools. Philip demonstrated how Twitter is used  by a campaigning group such as AI.  He gave an introduction to Facebook, Blogging   plus some general advice as to how to access AI website and AI Solihull’s website. Cathy demonstrated how modern mobile phones can be used.
2. Matters arising from March meeting, none. Minutes were accepted.
3. Asylum in West Midlands Regional campaign – new date and venue 27 March, 2-4pm, Birmingham Midland Institute. PM and BM agreed to go. All commented that Saturday afternoon was not a very convenient time.
4. Monthly Action was a petition for Roma. All agreed that there have been too many petitions recently and this was not actioned by group.
5. Campaign Co-ordinators.  New rota circulated for Johan Teterissa.  
We have been offered a long term letter writing campaign for Syria. Philip kindly agreed to lead on this. ACTION: PM to contact the AI country co-ordinator for Syria
6. Report Back on AI National Conference by PM and BM – The conference concentrated on funding, the relationship with International Secretariat, governance, communications with members  rather than on campaigns. Philip and Celia had submitted questions which were answered by the outgoing Treasurer i.e. no one on the Board received any monies other than expenses, proportion of total funds spent directly on AI core work activities was 67%. We all doubted this figure.  The group agreed that PM and BM could claim back the £100 ticket cost  for  the Saturday at the Conference.
7. AOB – Fundraising. There will not be a BBQ at Celia’s this year. Please give some thought to fundraising.
8. 10 Minute item of interest – insufficient time
.Next Meeting:- Monday May 20   

Month          Minutes        Tea and 10 min talk     Speaker
20 May           Cathy               Phil                              Human Rights in East Timor     
17 Jun             Janet                Celia                          Urgent Actions
15 Jul              Celia                 Maurice                     Holidays – PM, BM, CR
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