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SOLIHULL GROUP NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 2012 
	MONTHLY MEETINGS

These are held at 8pm in the Vestry Room, behind Christ Church, opposite House of Fraser on the Warwick Road, Solihull.  Entrance and free parking are off Union Road.  



	Monday 15
October
	· Updates and Planning Activities in  2013
	Minutes Janelle
Coffee/News Item   Rosie


	Monday 19
November
	· Speaker – Amnesty representative for Indonesia

	Minutes Cathy
Coffee/News Item  Janelle


	Monday 17
December
	· Christmas social
	Minutes N/A
Coffee/News Item  N/A



BBQ on Sunday 12 August
The BBQ on 12 August was a great success.   Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves in spite of the pouring rain.  We raised £340, which was fantastic.
Solihull Fun in the Park – Saturday 22 September

We held a stall at Solihull Fun in the Park in Tudor Grange Park 12pm-4pm.   We ran a car game where children had to roll cars down a hill into a garage and, if they were successful, they won a chocolate or some sweets.   We also ran a petition with the aim of saving Reggie Clemens   from the death penalty and obtained 36 signatures.   

Christmas social – Monday 17 December

If you would like to come along to the Christmas social, send an email to aisol@blueyonder.co.uk and ask for further details.
Queries

If you have any queries concerning our group the point of contact is  aisol@blueyonder.co.uk
Crackdown in Russia

One of our group members found the article below and thought it might be of interest.  If you are able to send a letter to Ambassador A Yakovenko or Yuri Yakovlevich Chaika that would be super.
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  Crackdown in Russia
Critics have accused the Kremlin of a violent and selective crackdown amidst a virtually unprecedented protest movement throughout the past nine months. The Pussy Riot scandal was the latest in a series of moves that have seen the mass arrests of protesters and the prosecution and intimidation of opposition leaders responsible for the recent anti-Kremlin street protests.

THE TWO-YEAR prison sentence handed down to Maria Alyokhina, Yekaterina Samutsevich and Nadezhda Tolokonnikova for a one-minute protest song against Vladimir Putin in a church will be seen as a defining moment of his presidency.

The guilty verdict, never in doubt, and the jail sentence, mostly expected, confirms the authoritarian tendency in Putin’s Russia. It is a landmark in Russias post-Soviet history, just as the arrest of oil tycoon Mikhail Khodorkovsky was during Putin’s first term in office.

The Pussy Riot follows a wave of attempts to control dissent since Putin returned to the presidency for a six-year term in May. In his first 100 days, fines for participating in unofficial demonstrations have been drastically increased, defamation has become a criminal offence and new controls on the internet introduced. Opposition leaders’ homes have been searched by armed police and investigations opened into the most prominent.

“The government has fixed on a repressive mode and once you are on this mode it is very hard to stop,” Masha Lipman, an expert at the Moscow Carnegie Centre, told The Irish Times in a recent interview, before the absurdist drama at Khamovnichesky court unfolded. “People are angry and see things for what they are: a shift to repression and a tightening of the bolts.”

Tactics such as raiding people’s homes are an attempt to divide the opposition, she said, hoping to scare away more cautious people.

Letters of condemnation of detaining protesters in Russia should be sent to:

Ambassador A.Yakovenko

Russian Ambassador to the UK

Russian Embassy

6/7 Kensington Palace Gardens 
London 
W8 4QP
Appeal imminent

Pussy Riot’s appeal will be heard before the Moscow court at the earliest on 10th October. Until then, we will continue to ask the Moscow authorities to reconsider their treatment of Maria Alekhina, Nadezhda Tolokonnikova and Ekaterina Samutsevich. We need your help

Take Action: Go to http://www.amnesty.org.uk/ and click on Pussy Riot Appeal. There you can email a letter already prepared by Amnesty International to:

Alexander Vladimirovich Yakovenko

Ambassador of the Russian Federation to the UK

Yuri Yakovlevich Chaika

Prosecutor General of the Russian Federation[image: image2.wmf]
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