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Amnesty International

Blackheath and Greenwich
Newsletter 

JANUARY 2015

Group Meeting 13.01.2015

Apologies.


1.  Campaign Updates, Monthly Action, London Region.

David W mentioned the case of the two Muslim Burmese acused of murder of the British couple.

Rachel translated a letter Ken had received from Crimean authorities.  Nothing to do with them, up to two individuals concerned.

Roger mentioned the ongoing case of the disappearance of 43 trainee teachers from a college last year in Mexico.  He also mentioned the Honduras Committee of the Imprisoned and Disappeared.

Graham reported that there will be a day on the Torture Campaign from 11am, 14th February, at the Human Rights Action Centre.

Angela raised the issue that nothing seems to come direct from the China Co-ordinator and she has to get information from other campaigns, e.g. Death Penalty, Stop Torture, etc.  She queried whether AI was changing campaigns from geographical areas to issues.  David W W said he would make a dplomatic enquiry to Head Office.

Angela reported the success of the campaign that resulted in Shell compensating individuals who had lost their homes because of Shell’s actions.

Simon reported from the London Region meeting that there would be a Stop Torture demonstration in July in Parliament Square and that the annual London Conference would be on 3rd October 2015.

Roger reported that the Peace Community of San José de Apartado in Columbia was an organisation that does not take sides in the conflict between guerillas/drug dealers and the repressive government troups.  Graham said he had not had any update opn the South African individual at risk case, Noxolo Nogwaza, since 2013.  Shuld we drop the case and ask for another?

There is to be a concert at St. Alfege Church, Greenwich, on Saturday, 31st January, 7pm (Tickets £14, £10).  AI is one of the beneficiaries.  Rachel will enquire if AIBG can have a presence there.

2.  Book Sales.

November 2014:  It was agreed to donate £2,000 to AI.

2015 Books Sales:  David W W introduced the discussion by saying that we are all getting older and there are fewer of us.  Can we sustain a Book Sale?

Mikkio argued that if we didn’t raise money by a book sale something else would have to take its place.

Brigitte said that any new fund-raising effort would have to start from scratch, whereas the Book Sale ran smoothly because it had been fine-tuned over 40 years.

It was agreed that we needed to raise money to maintain the quantity of letter writing that we do.

It was agreed that we would not collect so many books and would try to deter local donors from dumping rubbish on us.  We should aim for quality rather than quantity.  This would be very difficult as donors often boxed up the books for collection.  If given a choice however, we should go for non –fiction rather than fiction.

Simon announced the result of the questionnaire “How did you hear of the Book Sale?”.  Most said they had been before or word of mouth.

It was agreed that we should make an all out effort for more volunteers, not just Amnesty sympathisers but book lovers who would help just at the Book Sale, both the run-up and on the day.

Amanda suggested a sticker we gave out at the Book Sale giving the date of the next.

It was suggested that we put on-line photos of books and prices in the run-up to the Book Sale.

It was decided that we go for one more year and then review the situation.

Nobody really wants the Book Sales to end but unless we get more younger people it will become physically impossible to continue in the way that we have.

David W will design a new leaflet/poster.

David W W had enquired about a banner in Blackheath village.  The cost was between £50/£60 but it was agreed not to go ahead until we had definite permission.

Kristina’s efforts to find out about a credit card machine proved very frustrating and came to nothing.

3.  Letter Writing Evening:  There will be at least seven letters, including one on Raif Badawi and a Tunisian film director.  Letters should be with Rachel by 23rd January at the latest.

4.  AIUK AGM and Conference:  This is at Warwick on 18th/19th April 2015.  Volunteer needed by February meeting.  Motions must be in by 16th February, but will be discussed at February meeting.

5.  Speakers at Meetings:  Brigitte will ask a speaker from AVRIL to speak at our March or April meeting.  She also reminded us that she still collects donations for refugees.

6.  AIBG Group Secretary:  Rachel reminded us that she will relinquish the secretaryship on 31st March 2015.  A replacement will be needed from 1st March to work in tandem with Rachel for a month.  Any volunteers?  The group can’t continue without a secretary .

7.  Winter Social: 24th January, from 7pm at Sheila’s:  Please bring food and/or drink.

8.  AOB:  AI have requested that we bring Amnesty causes to the notice of the candidates in the Greenwich/Woolwich constituency for the general election.  Is anybody who lives in that area willing to volunteer?

	
	                   EVENTS 2015

	Saturday 24 January 
	7pm Winter Social 

	Tuesday 27 January 
	8pm Letter Writing, Picture House, Greenwich, SE10

	Tuesday 10 February
	8pm Group AGM St. Margaret’s crypt

	Monday 16 February
	AIUK AGM resolution deadline

	Tuesday 24 February
	8pm Letter Writing, Picture House, Greenwich, SE10

	Sat/Sun 18/19 April
	AIUK AGM

	Saturday 20 June

Saturday 21 November
	Book Sale

Book Sale


Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 8pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 8pm in the bar (1st floor) at Greenwich Picturehouse, Greenwich High Road, SE10 8NN

Book Sale: A Saturday mid-to-late June; a Saturday after Remembrance Sunday in November; both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675
	AIBG Contacts

	Position 
	Name 
	Phone 
	E-mail

	Chair 
	David Webbe-Wood
	
	David.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	Rachel Errington
	7771 928 296


	rerrington852@btinternet.com

	Treasurer
	Kristina Blagojevich
	020 8305 1105
	kristina@wyndcliff.demon.co.uk

	Membership
	David Webbe-Wood
	020 8244 0995
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com 

	Publicity
	Simon Ware
	
	simontware@gmail.com

	AIBG Website
	David Webbe-Wood 
	
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com



	London Region Representative 
	Simon Ware
	
	simontware@gmail.com

	Newsletter
	Rotating:    

Ken Ryder, 

Ann Hillary, 

Brigitte Hurrell,

Roger Hardwick

Graham Dock


	020 8856 5377

020 8853 3405

020 8852 6080 020 8852 5225

020 8699 9980
	anneliz.hillary@btinternet.com
brigittehurrell@gmail.com
roger2543@aol.com
g.dock@btinternet.com


Email List: aibg@googlegroups.com (posts to all subscribed members)

Website: www2.amnesty.org.uk/groups/blackheath-and-greenwich

 HYPERLINK "http://www.amnesty.org.uk/blackheath" \n _blank
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Apologies:


Dee Weekes


Peter Francis-Mullins


Olwen Pearson


Roger Hardwick


Simon Ware

















 








