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September 2012
Your Excellency,

DR AMADOU SCATTRED JANNEH

I was saddened to read about the plight of Dr Amadou Scattred Janneh. This former Minister of Information and Communication in the Gambian government was sentenced to life imprisonment on 16 January this year having been accused of 'intent to cause, or bring into hatred, contempt or to excite disaffection against the person of the President or the Government of The Gambia'.

According to the available information, this was due to his having possession of T-shirts with the slogan "End to Dictatorship Now". International human rights groups consider him to be a prisoner of conscience, whose imprisonment is a contravention of his right to freedom of expression.

The T-shirts were produced by the non-governmental group, Coalition for Change - the Gambia (CCG). It is reported that activists and political commentators in The Gambia are frequently subjected to unfair trials and unlawful arrests.

I respectfully appeal to Your Excellency to make sure that human rights defenders are accorded their rights. I look forward to hearing of the immediate and unconditional release of Dr Amadou Scattred Janneh.

Yours respectfully 
