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Amnesty International
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Newsletter 
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Introductions and Apologies

David Webbe-Wood, our new Chair, welcomed all and especially AI trainer Rob Shuster.

Monthly Action: 

Graham asked everyone to sign 2 letters to MEPs involved in anti torture committees about stopping trade in instruments of torture. 

Afghan Women's Campaign: 

Two photos taken by Graham (see his e-mail) at the Downham Library with campaigners Hillary, Angela (with granddaughter) and Brigitte dressed in hard hats and orange vests together with local MP Heidi Alexander and Rahela S. plus a group of Aghanis were sent to local media by Simon, Simon also to send to AIUK.

STOP TORTURE workshop: held by Rob Shuster

Facts: AI reported on 45 countries worldwide who still use torture, over 100 countries have signed up to stop torture but often still carry on. AI campaigns for new standards and safeguards as well as for systems to hold torturers to account, for lawyers to be present when suspects are interrogated.

Global survey of attitudes to torture:

44% believe they might be tortured

46% believe torture may be justified

in China the percentage is over 70%

in the UK it is 29%

Present Campaign centres on 5 key countries: Mexico, Morocco, Nigeria, Philippines and Usbekistan,  that will create a 'ripple effect'  if campaign is successful.

Some Successes:

In Mexico medical investigation of victims is now required but standard is much too low: over 400 investigation resulted in only 12 prosecutions

Morocco opened investigation into torture of Ali Arrass, UN criticised Spain for extraditing him to Morocco.

Group Activities: 'Agree-Disagree' resulted in lively discussions about effectiveness of individual action in this campaign as well as  arguments against torture: moral, no proof it works, innocents could be tortured, police will loose public support etc. 

4 groups presented inspired pitches to: MPs, radio/tv presenters, reluctant AI groups, controversial members of the public

Developments of Campaign: Write for Rights activity in November will have more cases, Rachel asked for them to be sent in time for the Book Sale on Nov. 22nd.

Embassy Crawl organised by Wandsworth Group on Sat. Oct 25th, meet at the Embankment at 10.45.

Booksale Nov 22:

Dave to ask Vicar about moving books earlier, Tue or Mon., 

Ken to put up rota next meeting, 

Brigitte to contact Sarah Dodgson (AI bookshop) about collecting surplus books.

Rachel to order skip, size depending on response from Sarah Dodgson and Sarah Manwell,s contacts with PEN and books for Wormwood Scrubs,

Ann to contact local schools with offers of books (to be collected by PTAs)

 Rachel to ask Lang to put her car outside church to reserve place for skip 

Ann asked for home baked cakes for Refreshments, Olwyn offered help with Refreshments, Simon to do press release

Stall at Greenwich Market Sunday 7th Dec: Graham to contact organiser 

Please keep free to help!!!! Write for Rights Campaign, cards to sign

Contacts with Other Groups (Greenwich Uni and Goldsmiths) postponed till next meeting

Letter Writing 28th Oct:  

Rachel has devised a letter to El Salvador, 3 letters to China, Graham has done letters to MPs about an Early Day Motion regarding Asylum as well as the letters to 2 MEPs re instruments of torture.

Any more letters need to reach Rachel by 23rd Oct for copying!

Graham does the notice board,  Brigitte stamps and envelopes, David W.-W. to discuss use of AIUK franking machine, which may save 10p per letter, Simon offered to take letters to Human Rights Action Centre.

Winter Social: David to ask Shelagh, Rachel suggested finishing at 10pm and more help with clearing up to make things easier for Shelagh.

AOB: Format of meeting to be discussed next time.

	
	                   EVENTS 2014

	Sat, 25th Oct
	Embassy Crawl, Stop Torture,organised by Wandsworth Group, meet 10.45 at Embankment

	Tue, 28th Oct
	8pm:  Letter writing in the bar at Greenwich Picturehouse

	Fri, Oct 31st
	8-10.30pm: Folk & Blues (Croydon Group) The Spread Eagle, Katharine Street, CRO 1NX, tickets £10.-

	Tue, 4th Nov.
	7.30pm, Comedy Night fro Burma (Islington and Hackney Group), Hackney Attic, 270 Mare Street, E8 1HE, tickets £12.50

	Tue, 11th Nov
	7.30: Monthly Group Meeting at the Crypt of St Margaret's Church

	Sat, 22nd Nov
	10am -4pm: Book Sale Church of the Ascension, Dartmouth Row

	Sat, 26th Nov 
	8pm: Letter writing in the bar of the Greenwich Picturehouse

	Sun,  7h Dec
	Stall at Greenwich Market, Wright for Rights Campaign

	Tue, 9th Dec
	7.30: Monthly Group meeting


Key Dates and Addresses

Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 8pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) in the bar (1st floor) at Greenwich Picturehouse, Greenwich High Road, SE10 8NN

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675

	AIBG Contacts

	Position 
	Name 
	Phone 
	E-mail

	Chair 
	David Webbe-Wood 
	
	David.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com

	Secretary (enquiries contact)
	Rachel Errington
	7771928296
	rerrington852@btinternet.co.uk

	Treasurer
	Kristina Blagojevich
	020 8305 1105
	kristina@wyndcliff.demon.co.uk

	Membership
	David Webbe-Wood
	020 8852 4663
	david.webbe-wood@ntlworld.com 

	
	
	
	

	Publicity
	Simon Ware
	
	simontware@gmail.com

	
	
	
	

	AIBG Website
	David Webbe-Wood
	
	

	London Region Representative 
	Rachel Errington ?
	
	

	Newsletter
	Rotating:    Ken Ryder, Ann Hillary, Brigitte Hurrell,

Roger Hardwick


	020 8856 5377

020 8853 3405

020 88526080

020 8852 5225
	anneliz.hillary@btinternet.com
brigittehurrell@gmail.com

roger2543@aol.com


Email List: aibg@googlegroups.com (posts to all subscribed members)

Website:  http://blackheath.amnesty.org.uk/index.asp 
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